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£f©  ThtnK.  oxJer  and  Act  on. 

Our  readers  are  requested  to  note  that  the  American,  Cana- 
dian, and  West  Indian  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
has  been  fixed  for  Saturday,  May  20.  From  reports  just 
received  from  the  States  and  Canada,  it  would  appear  that 
much  business  is  being  diverted  to  foreign  channels  through 
slacking  of  enterprise  on  the  part  of  British  firms  at  home. 
It  is  hoped,  therefore,  the  opportunity  we  now  present  will 
be  utilised  by  home  firms  for  bringing  forward  their  goods 
with  special  prominence.  Canada  has  given  good  evidence 
of  her  desire  to  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  only 
needful  for  firms  on  this  side  to  show  her  what  they  have  to 
offer,  to  mutual  advantage.  The  circulation  to  the  countries 
named  will  be  in  addition  to  our  usual  distribution  to  sub- 
scribers at  home  and  abroad.  Applications  for  space  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, 42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  o(  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "Contents"  in  the  first 
column. 


The  Cape  is  getting  a  Half-holiday  Bill  (p.  753). 

What  is  potashes  ?  asks  a  correspondent.  We  endeavour  to 
explain  (p.  745). 

A  Party  of  British  Medical  men  are  paying  a  return  visit  to 
Paris  (p.  723). 

A  Method  of  determining  the  proteolytic  activity  of  pepsin 
is  described  on  page  741. 

XRayser  gives  his  views  on  modern  medicines,  the  Boot's 
crusade,  and  the  Council  election  (p.  733). 

According  to  Dr.  Arthur  Hall,  of  Sheffield,  the  use  of  lead 
as  an  abortefacient  is  spreading  (p.  737). 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  was  not  read  a  second  time  on  May  5; 
Mr.  Lough  has  now  put  it  down  for  June  23  (p.  732). 

The  Straits  Poisons  Bill  passed  the  second  reading  on 
April  7,  amendments  being  made  on  the  schedule  (p.  753). 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  is  to  be  President  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  for  another  year,  said  Mr.  Gibson  at  Brighton 
(page  739). 

The  Bradford  Magistrate  is  to  reserve  his  decision  in  tho- 
veratrine  cases  until  the  Leeds  case  has  been  decided  on 
appeal  (p.  729). 

British  Extof.t-trade  in  April  again  showed  an  improve- 
ment, but  there  is  a  remarkable  falling-off  in  the  exports  of 
quinine  (p.  734). 

In  our  Review  of  the  trade  of  India  we  direct  attention 
to  the  principal  articles  exported  and  to  the  pharmaceutical' 
goods  which  the  country  buys  (p.  752). 

Over  10,000/.  was  subscribed  to  the  funds  of  the  London 
School  of  Tropical  Medicine  at  a  festival  dinner  presided  over 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  Wednesday  evening  (p.  725). 

The  Chinese  in  the  Transvaal  are  giving  the  Pharmacy 
Board  some  work,  owing  to  the  yellow  man's  fondness  for 
opium.    Active  steps  are  being  taken  to  suppress  sales  (p.  754). 

The  Postcard  Vote  of  our  subscribers  as  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  election  prophesies  the  return  of  the  retiring 
members,  but  at  the  last  moment  comes  an  effort  to  unseat 
Mr.  Carteighe  (p-  736). 

In  the  Action  re  the  acetyl-salicylie-acid  patent,  Sir  James 
Dewar  gave  evidence  for  the  validity  of  the  patent,  and' 
Professors  P.  F.  Frankland  and  H.  E.  Armstrong  supported 
the  contention  that  Kraut's  process  contains  priority 
(p.  728). 

Price  alterations  in  drugs  and  chemicals  (apart  from  the 
auctions)  include  higher  prices  for  antimony,  carbolic  acid, 
and  benzols.  Foreign  tartaric  acid,  cream  of  tartar,  ergot, 
and  menthol  are  easier.  Quinine  is  %d.  lower  officially 
(p.  747). 

The  Editor  of  the  "Times"  has  informed  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that  that  newspaper  is  in  no 
way  responsible  for  the  statement  made  by  Boots.  Ltd.,  as  to 
the  saving  effected  by  the  public  dealing  with  Boots'  shops 
(p.  735). 

Our  Correspondence  Columns  again  testify  to  the  interest 
in  the  companies'  attack  on  chemists.  This  week,  however, 
both  sides  are  fairly  well  ventilated,  some  writers  urging 
chemists  to  Day  keener  personal  attention  to  their  own  busi- 
nesses (p.  744). 

The  Attack  by  the  drug  companies  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
by  means  of  a  "Times"  advertisement  resolved  itself  into 
an  announcement  about  Boots'  prices.  Mr.  Boot  supple- 
mented this  with  a  violently  worded  circular  to  members  of 
Parliament  (p.  735). 

Arthur  Devereux,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  present  on 
Thursday  at  the  Kilburn  Coroner's  Court  when  the  inquest 
regarding  the  death  of  his  wife  and  two  children  was  resumed. 
Sir  Thomas  Stevenson  has  not  yet  concluded  his  examination 
of  the  viscera,  and  the  inquest  was  adjourned. 

The  Question  as  to  whether  more  standards  should  be  in- 
serted in  the  next  British  Pharmacopoeia  has  now  been 
definitely  raised  by  Mr.  John  C.  LTmney,  with  the  view  to 
expressions  of  opinion  from  all  sections  of  the  trade.  His 
remarks  on  the  subject  to  the  West  Ham  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion this  week  will  be  found  on  p.  751. 
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Local  newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Ramsgate  Town  Council  has  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  W.  Peaixe  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  for  the  supply  of  sulphuric 
acid. 

A  commercial  traveller  belonging  to  Brighton,  named 
David  McDermot,  who  was  a  morphomaniac,  threw  him- 
self into  the  Thames  from  London  Bridge  on  May  7  and 
was  drowned. 

Mr.  Lister  F.  Allengame  has  resigned  his  position  in 
the  dispenser's  office  of  the  Paddington  Guardians,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  been  elected  dispenser  at  the  Middlesex 
County  Asylum  at  Napsbury.  Herts. 

At  Chertsey  on  May  4,  Albert  Horton.  painter,  was  sent 
to  prison  for  fourteen  days  with  hard  labour  for  stealing  a 
tin  of  tooth-powder,  valued  at  4jf/.,  the  property  of  Mr. 
W.  J.  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  Egham. 

"Are  you  a  domestic  servant?" — "Oh  no,  sir"  (with 
surprise),  "I  pack  patent  medicines  in  a  warehouse,"  said 
a  young  woman  who  had  been  married  to  a  bigamist  and 
was  giving  evidence  against  him  before  the  Recorder  at 
the  Old  Bailey. 

The  premises  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Beck,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  High  Street,  Huntingdon,  were  seriously  damaged  by 
fire  on  May  3.  The  outbreak  occurred  in  the  adjoining  pro- 
perty, but  spread  to  Mr.  Beck's  roof,  which  fell  in.  The 
contents  of  the  upper  storeys  were  destroyed,  while  the 
living-rooms  and  shop  were  seriously  damaged  by  smoke  and 
water. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Brooks  (35)  and  Arthur  Stainton  Price  (30), 
chemist  and  druggist,  were  again  before  the  Cardiff  Stipen- 
diary on  May  5,  charged  with  attempting  to  procure  the 
miscarriage  of  a  girl  named  Harris,  aged  fifteen  (see 
C.  &  D.,  May  6,  p.  688).  and  after  further  police  evidence 
had  been  given  both  prisoners  were  committed  for  trial, 
bail  being  refused. 

At  the  Manchester  County  Court  on  May  8,  an  action 
had  been  entered  for  hearing,  by  Leonard  Ellerton  Vlies, 
of  31  Wellington  Road.  Whalley  Range.  chemist2  against 
William  Goulden  Thompson,  of  Brookfield  Wood  Road, 
Whalley  Range,  to  recover  50?.  in  settlement  of  claim  for 
dismissal.  When  the  case  was  called  there  was  no  response 
from  either  side,  and  the  case  was  struck  out. 

At  the  Yorkshire  Assizes  on  May  5,  Walter  Stables  (23), 
labourer,  and  John  Hughes,  grocer,  of  Leeds,  were  each 
sent  to  prison  for  nine  months,  the  former  for  stealing 
and  the  latter  for  receiving  a  dozen  bottles  of  varnish,  two 
gross  of  children's  soothers,  one  dozen  boxes  of  brass 
polish,  and  one  box  and  114  packets  of  Epsom  salts,  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Henry  Sharp  &  Co.,  wholesale  drug- 
gists, Leeds. 

Anti-consumption  Scheme. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Bethnal  Green  Board  of  Guardians 
on  May  9,  Mr.  A.  P.  Barnard,  chemist  and  druggist  (who 
is  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board)  , 
stated  that  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  were  consider- 
ing a  huge  scheme  for  the  cure  of  consumption  in  London. 
The  idea  is  to  deal  with  phthisis  cases  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Act,  so  that  they  can  be  compulsorily  removed 
under  a  doctor's  certificate.  It  is  calculated  that  the 
capital  outlay  in  providing  institutions  will  amount  to 
three  and  a  half  millions,  and  the  annual  cost  to  half  a 
million.  Mr.  Barnard  added,  as  showing  the  effect  of  the 
operations  of  the  M.A.B.,  that  scarlet  fever  mortality  in 
London  had  been  reduced  from  7.000  a  year  to  1.0C0. 
Borough  councils,  metropolitan  boards  of  guardians,  and  the 
L.G.B.  are  to  be  consulted  before  the  scheme  is  definitely 
entered  upon. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

Mr.  James  Baynes  has  been  reappointed  city  analyst  for 
Hull  at  a  salary  of  200/.  a  year. 

In  Deptford  there  were  analysed  2  samples  each  of 
cream  of  tartar  and  olive  oil,  1  sample  each  of  cam- 
phorated oil,  liquorice  powder,  and  tartaric  acid.  All 
were  genuine. 


Five  samples  of  camphorated  oil  and  1  of  infants'  food 
were  analysed  in  Battersea,  and  were  found  to  be  unadul- 
terated. 

The  public  analyst  for  Kensington  has  examined  2  samples 
of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  which  were  deficient  to  the  extent  of 
27.42  and  12.57  per  cent,  respectively  in  nitrous  ether.  The 
vendor  of  the  first  sample  is  to  be  proceeded  against,  while 
the  vendors  of  the  other  are  to  be  cautioned. 

The  Bristol  City  Council  has  been  recommended  to  fix 
the  salary  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Stoddart,  city  analyst,  at  200/.  per 
annum  for  the  first  400  samples  and  8s.  per  sample  beyond, 
with  no  allowance  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  a 
laboratory.  Hitherto  Mr.  Stoddart  has  been  paid  150/.  a 
year  with  50/.  allowance  for  the  laboratory. 

The  county  analyst  of  Middlesex  reports  having  during 
the  past  quarter  examined  9  samples  of  ammoniated  tincture 
of  quinine,  6  samples  of  almond  oil,  3  samples  each  of  spirit 
of  peppermint  and  orange-wine,  2  samples  each  of  cream  of 
tartar,  ground  ginger,  liquorice  powder,  and  ginger-wine, 
1  sample  each  of  beef  extract,  liquorice  stick,  tincture  of 
rhubarb,  orange-quinine  wine,  and  quinine-wine.  One 
sample  of  orange-wine  and  one  of  ginger-wine  were  adul- 
terated with  salicylic  acid  to  the  extent  of  3  grains  and 
5  grains  per  pint  respectively. 

The  Training  of  Dispensers. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Portsmouth  Board  of  Guardians  last 
week  the  status  of  two  youths  employed  in  the  out-relief 
dispensary  to  assist  the  dispenser  was  discussed.  A  special 
committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  their 
duties  reported  that  they  were  never  allowed  to  dispense 
any  prescription  except  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
dispenser,  who  fully  recognised  his  responsibility  for  them. 
Mr.  Main  inquired  whether  it  was  necessary  for  the  boys  to 
be  there  at  all,  seeing  they  did  not  dispense.  The  Clerk 
said  that  to  his  certain  knowledge  there  had  been  boys 
employed  in  this  way  for  at  least  thirty  years.  Mr.  Davis 
said  he  believed  the  dispenser  was  allowed  to  have  boys  as 
apprentices,  and  they  were  paid  a  nominal  salary.  To  take 
them  away  now  would  be  a  reflection  upon  the  dispenser, 
who,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  had  turned  out  quite  a  number  of 
competent  dispensers  in  this  way.  Mr.  Blackadar  said  it 
was  necessary  to  have  youths  at  the  dispensary,  and  as  a 
practical  chemist  he  knew  that  the  Board  was  getting  good 
value  for  its  money  in  them.    The  subject  then  dropped. 

Contracts. 

The  Eton  Urban  District  Council  has  appointed  Mr.  W. 
Oldham,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  to  supply  drugs  to  the 
Council  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Salford  Corporation  has  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  R.  K.  Lakin  &  Co.,  of  Pendleton,  for  carbolic 
powder  for  twelve  months  at  21.  15s.  6r/.  per  ton,  and 
the  tender  of  the  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  chloride 
of  lime  at  3/.  10*.  per  ton. 

The  East  Ham  Town  Council  has  accepted  the  following 
tenders  for  annual  supplies  of  disinfectants  :  The  Sanitas 
Co.,  Ltd.,  carbolic  powder  21.  2s.  6d.  per  ton,  carbolic 
soap  9s.  per  cwt..  crude  "Sanitas"  3/.  10s.  per  20  gals.; 
Knights  Dack,  sulphur  dioxide  61.  3s.  per  gross,  soluble 
creosote  13s.  per  20  gals.  ;  T.  Steane  &  Co.,  formaldehyde 
5s.  per  gal. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Great  prominence  has  been  given  to  the  printers'  ink 
scare  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  and,  judging  from  customers  in  the 
shops,  it  has  caught  on  with  the  B.P. 

A  well-known  scientific  chemist,  Mr.  R.  H.  Housman, 
B.Sc,  Edgbaston.  died  suddenly  at  Bath  last  week.  He  was 
scientific  adviser  to  Messrs.  Kynochs,  Ltd. 

A  council-meeting  of  the  local  brotherhood  was  held  at 
the  Grand  Hotel  this  week  to  arrange  for  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  After  business 
a  smoking-concert  will  be  held.  The  date  is  May  16  and  the 
venue  the  Grand  Hotel.  A  small  committee  was  appointed 
recently  to  consider  the  question  of  a  summer  excursion, 
and  an  interesting  departure  is  anticipated. 

It  is  announced  with  regret  that  Sir  Ernest  Spencer, 
owing  to  imperative  doctor's  orders,  has  intimated  his  in- 
tention of  resigning  his  Parliamentary  seat  for  West  Brom- 
wich.    He  was  originally  a  pharmacist,  and  naturally  knew 
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some  of  its  needs,  but  no  use  appears  to  have  been  made  of 
him  by  the  Pharmaceutical  party.  Mr.  Alfred  Bird,  the 
Unionist  candidate  for  Wednesbury,  may  help  the  party  if 
he  is  properly  "  nursed." 

The  members  of  Hedges'  Social  Club  held  a  smoking- 
concert  at  the  Metropole  Restaurant  on  May  9.  A  large 
company  assembled,  and  a  varied  programme,  to  which 
members  and  friends  contributed,  was  rendered  during  the 
evening.  The  general  manager,  Mr.  Wm.  Shakespear,  was 
heartily  congratulated  on  his  success  at  the  recent  election 
of  Guardians  for  the  Aston  Union,  and  his  health  was 
toasted  with  musical  honours. 

At  the  University  on  May  4,  a  meeting  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  re-establishing  a  local  section  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry.  Professor  P.  F.  Frankland 
was  appointed  Chairman ;  three  Vice-Chairmen  and  a  con- 
joint Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  also  elected.  The  area 
of  influence  will  include  the  Midlands,  and  about  103 
members  were  enrolled,  from  whom  a  committee  of  twelve 
was  elected,  exclusive  of  the  above  officers.  Pharmacy  is 
not  represented  on  this  committee.  Mr.  Mann  was  originally 
nominated,  but  did  not  stand,  and  in  the  voting  a  well- 
known  pharmacist  narrowly  escaped  being  elected. 

The  Chemist-florist's  Claim. 

At  Consett,  on  May  8,  Mr.  Superintendent  Murphy 
applied  for  a  summons  against  Mr.  George  Pattrick, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Front  Street,  Consett,  for  causing 
an  obstruction  to  the  public  thoroughfare  by  placing  a 
stall  in  front  of  his  establishment.  Some  months  ago  the 
Urban  Council  issued  a  notice  prohibiting  the  placing  of 
stalls,  boxes,  advertisement-boards,  etc.,  upon  the  street, 
and  all  the  parties  had  complied  with  the  request  except 
Mr.  Pattrick.  The  Superintendent  had  given  notice  to 
that  gentleman  of  his  intention,  and  Mr.  Pattrick  at- 
tended court,  and  claimed  a  right  to  place  his  stall  there. 
He  explained  that  the  street  was  67^  feet  wide,  while 
the  roadway  was  56  feet  wide.  His  stall  was  1  foot 
10  inches  wide  and  8  feet  long,  and  projected  upon  the 
roadway  about  14  inches.  He  contended  that  there  was 
no  obstruction  or  interference  with  the  ordinary  traffic. 
It  was  essential  to  his  business  as  a  florist,  as  well  as  a 
chemist,  that  plants,  flowers,  etc.,  should  be  displayed,  as 
they  had  to  be  quickly  sold.  To  take  his  stuff  inside 
would  necessarily  impair  his  business.  He  did  not  claim 
a  legal  right,  but  said  the  stall  was  a  necessity  in  the 
interests  of  the  business  of  the  town. — The  Chairman  : 
Will  you  undertake  to  desist  from  this  practice  in  future  ? 
Mr.  Pattrick  :  I  can't  go  so  far  as  that. 

Sheflield  Notes. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gambling,  chemist  and  druggist.  Leicester,  has 
taken  up  an  appointment  in  connection  with  the  drug- 
department  of  Messrs.  John  Walsh,  Ltd.,  drapers,  of  High 
Street,  Sheffield. 

The  Plans  Sub-committee  of  the  City  Council  has 
approved  of  plans  for  alterations  to  the  house  of  Mr.  G. 
Owen,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  Norfolk  Road,  and  altera- 
tions to  premises  in  Attercliffe  and  Worksop  Roads  for 
Messrs.  Boots,  Ltd. 

The  Health  Committee  of  the  City  Council  has  recom- 
mended that  the  Lord  Mayor  should  give  his  support  to  a 
suggestion  for  general  re-vaccination  made  in  a  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Imperial  Vaccination  League, 
suggesting  that  the  need  for  general  re-vaccination  should 
be  brought  before  the  new  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  by  an  influential  deputation. 

Southend  Photographic  Exhibition. 

The  third  annual  exhibition  of  the  Southend  Photo- 
graphic Society  was  held  recently,  and  was  most  satisfactory 
from  the  point  of  view  of  exhibits  (nearly  300  pictures)  and 
attendance  of  visitors.  The  Mayor  conducted  the  opening 
ceremony.  There  were  several  trade  exhibits,  including  a 
good  one  by  Mr.  Dawson,  chemist  and  druggist,  who 
specialises  in  photographic  apparatus  and  chemicals. 
Leicester  Items. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Leicester  chemists  a  short  time  ago  it 
was  mentioned  that  it  is  calculated  that  out  of  about  220.000 
inhabitants  of  Leicester  about  150.000  are  catered  for  in  the 
way  of  medicine  by  means  of  cheap  dispensaries,  friendly 
societies,  and  doctors'  clubs.  One  dispensary  alone  has  over 
50,000  members. 


Mr.  Joseph  Young,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Leicester,  is 
surely  a  man  to  be  congratulated  in  having  now  two  sons 
who  are  Pereira  medallists  and  another  a  silver  medallist  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  A.  E.  Young,  who  has 
now  been  awarded  the  highest  honour,  is  the  third  to  score. 
This  must  be  a  record.  Mr.  W.  A.  Knight,  a  former  Pereira 
medallist,  was  also  a  Leicester  man.  Albert  Knight,  the 
Leicester  member  of  the  cricket  team  which  brought  back 
the  "  ashes  "  from  Australia,  is  a  brother  of  the  latter. 
Organising  the  Stationery-trade. 

At  a  large  meeting  of  all  sections  of  the  stationery-trade 
at  the  Stationers'  Hall  on  May  10,  which  was  called  to  con- 
sider the  best  means  of  combating  ruinous  underselling,  Mr. 
W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  fully  explained  the  working  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  as  a  model  of  success  in  the  drug-trade.  The  out- 
come of  the  subsequent  discussion  was  that  a  provisional 
committee  of  ten  members  of  each  of  the  three  sections  of 
the  trade  was  appointed  to  form  a  Stationers'  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association. 

Cricket. 

A  match  between  Davy  Hill's  C.C.  and  Gramme  C.C.  was 
played  at  Brockley  in  the  Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' League  on  May  6.  The  scores  were  :  Gramme  C.C, 
46 ;  D.H.C.C.,  91.  G.  T.  Symons  scored  28  for  the  winners, 
and  G.  Tombs  captured  five  wickets  cheaply. 

The  Leicester  Chemists'  Cricket  Club  has  now  fairly 
started,  two  or  three  afternoons'  practice  already  having 
been  enjoyed.  Several  home  and  away  matches  have  been 
arranged,  including,  among  others,  the  doctors  of  Leicester 
(on  Thursday,  May  11),  Leicester  Thursday  C.C,  the 
Nottingham  Chemists,  etc.,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  successful 
season  may  be  had.  The  ground  is  the  old  county  ground 
at  Aylestone  Park.  The  next  match  arranged  is  the  return 
v.  Doctors  on  June  8.  on  the  Litter's  ground. 

The  Nottingham  chemists  opened  their  cricket  season  on 
May  11,  when  a  match  was  played  between  teams  captained 
by  Mr.  W.  Lee  (captain  of  the  Club)  and  Mr.  J.  Hutt  (vice- 
captain).  Mr.  Lee's  side  went  in  first,  and  compiled  71. 
Mr.  Hutt's  eleven  only  replied  with  31.  After  the  match 
the  members  were  entertained  by  the  President  of  the  Club, 
Mr.  T.  Wilson,  at  his  residence,  and  during  the  evening 
Mr.  Wilson  presented  to  Mr.  Lee,  who  was  recently  married, 
a  pair  of  handsome  bronzes  subscribed  for  by  members  of 
the  Club. 

Naval  Dispensers. 

The  following  changes  have  recently  been  made  with 
respect  to  naval  dispenserships  in  H.M.  hospitals  at 
home  and  abroad  : 

North  America  and  West  Indies  Station  :  Jamaica  Hos- 
pital has  been  entirely  closed,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Innes,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  has  returned  from  Jamaica  to  Plymouth 
Hospital. 

The  Bermuda  Station  has  been  reduced,  and  Mr. 
Francis  W.  Hooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  returned 
from  Bermuda  to  Haslar. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Squadron  has  been  reduced, 
and  Mr.  Frederick  H.  Waterhouse,  chemist  and  druggist, 
has  returned  from  Simon's  Town  to  Haslar. 

A  Gibraltar  dispensership  has  been  established  in  con- 
nection with  the  Atlantic  Squadron,  and  Mr.  T.  E.  Sefton 
Bowers,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  gone  from  Haslar  to 
Gibraltar. 

With  regard  to  the  China  Squadron.  Hong-Kong  has 
been  strengthened,  and  Mr.  Eldred  Irving,  chemist  and 
druggist,  has  left  Haslar  for  Hong-Kong. 

An  additional  dispenser  has  been  appointed  to  Chatham 
New  Hospital,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Herbert  Booth, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Plymouth  Hospital. 


3rieb  IRcws. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Donald  Neil  Stewart,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Duke 
Street,  Londonderry,  has  been  returned  unopposed  as  a 
Guardian  for  the  Waterside  Ward  of  the  Londonderry 
Union. 
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Sir  Jas.  Haslett.  M.P.,  is  again  seriously  ill.  He  had 
recovered  sufficiently  to  attend  to  his  duties  in  Parliament 
and  on  the  City  Council,  of  which  he  is  an  alderman  and 
ex-Mayor.  On  May  6,  however,  he  was  taken  ill  again  and 
is  confined  to  his  bed. 

Medicine-contracts. 

The  Mcnaghan  Board  of  Guardians,  who  advertised  that 
they  would  only  consider  Irish  tenders  in  the  medicine- 
contracts  for  the  year,  and  whose  advertisement  was  ob- 
jected to  by  the  Local  Government  Beard,  have  now  awarded 
the  contract  to  Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.,  Belfast,  who 
offered  a  reduction  of  33^  per  cent.    Four  firms  tendered. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cootehill  Guardians  the 
Medical  Supply  Co.,  fcligo,  wrote  asking  to  be  relieved  of 
the  contract  for  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  on  the 
ground  that  they  had  previously  got  considerable  trouble 
and  inconvenience  from  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Board,  and  may  be  put  to  the  same  trouble  again.  It  was 
decided  to  ask  the  firm  to  reconsider  their  decision. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  committee  of  this  society  met  on  May  4  at  Belfast, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  S.  Gibson,  to  consider  the 
question  of  new  rooms  as  headquarters  of  the  Society.  Mr. 
Frackelton,  on  behalf  of  the  sub-committee,  reported  that 
rooms  at  10  Waring  Street,  Belfast,  had  been  inspected,  and 
that  they  were  in  every  way  suited  for  the  purpose.  It  was 
suggested  that  in  winter  the  rooms  could  be  open  to  the 
members  every  evening,  books  and  trade  journals  being 
provided,  together  with  exhibits  of  an  educational  nature. 
The  report  was  discussed,  but  before  adoption  it  was 
decided  to  consult  the  landlord  to  see  if  a  reduced  rent  would 
be  accepted  if  the  premises  are  taken  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  also  to  obtain  estimates  for  the  needed  alterations  and 
repairs. 


Scotcb  mem 

Lo:-!  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Football. 

On  May  3,  at  East  Meadowside,  a  football  match  took 
place  between  teams  representing  Messrs.  Cockburn 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  wholesale  druggists,  Glasgow,  and  the  Glas- 
gow branch  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith,  Ltd.,  which  ended 
in  a  win  for  Cockburn's  team  by  4  goals  to  1. 

A  New  Bailie. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  Edinburgh  Town  Council  on 
Wednesday,  May  10,  Mr.  Richard  Clark,  of  Messrs.  Ramies, 
Clark  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Edinburgh,  was  unani- 
mously elected  a  magistrate  of  the  city,  in  room  of  the  late 
Bailie  Lang  Todd.  Mr.  Clark  (who  took  the  oath  of  office), 
besides  being  Chairman  of  the  City  Parish  Council,  has 
represented  one  of  the  wards  of  the  city  in  the  Town  Council 
since  1896. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  George  Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening 
a  shop  in  a  new  district  at  Clydebank. 

A  branch  shop  is  being  opened  in  Kilmarnock  by  Messrs. 
Cockburn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  of  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Robert  Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened 
the  Abbey  Pharmacy,  at  Moodie  Street,  Dunfermline. 

The  Old  Drug  Warehouse,  Trongate,  Glasgow,  which  is 
considered  one  of  the  oldest  drug-businesses  in  Glasgow, 
has  been  closed. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Owens,  chemist  and  druggist,  145  Duke 
Street.  Glasgow,  has  taken  over  the  chemist's  shop  at 
foot  of  East  John  Street,  Gallowgate,  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Robert  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  149  Blackness 
Road  Dundee,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Messrs. 
Ferrier  &  Son,  Hilltown,  Dundee,  who  will  carry  it  on  as  a 
branch. 

Mr  David  McNay,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
his  business  from  No.  12  to  No.  2  Bank  Street,  Kilmar- 
nock. The  premises  have  been  entirely  reconstructed,  and 
a  handsome  double  front  with  attractive  interior  fittings 


has  resulted.  Laboratory  and  manufacturing  accommoda- 
tion has  been  provided,  dark-rcom,  etc.,  with  electric- 
lighting  through  mt. 

A  Practical  Joker. 

Robert  Earl,  aged  fifteen,  formerly  errand-boy  to  Mr. 
W.  M.  Manson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Moiningside,  Edin- 
burgh, is  a  daring  humourist.    In  the  absence  of  his 
employer.  Robert  amused  himself  by  calling  up  various 
tradesmen    on   the   telephone   and   giving   them  lordly 
orders.    His  subsequent  appearance  at  Ed  nburgh  Police 
Court  on  May  3  disclosed  the  fact  that  he  had 
wilfully  and  maliciusly  telephoned  to  Alexander  Duff  asking: 
him  to  send  a  stone  of  potatoes,  a  dozen  oranges,  and  half 
a  pound  of  grapes   to   an    unoccupied    house    in  Braid 
Crescent ;  telephoned  J.  W.  Carmichael.  50  Bryson  Road, 
asking  him  to  send  four  dozen  split  lemonades,  and  two 
dozen  split  kolas,  to  James  Archibald.  143  Comiston  Road; 
and  telephoned  to  the  Edinburgh  Fire  Brigade  that  a  fire 
had  broken  out  at  86  Braid  Road. 
It  was  the  third  offence  that  apparently  got  Robert  into 
trouble.    He  appeared  in  a  contrite  mood,  and  Sheriff 
Orphoot  discharged  him  under  the  First  Offenders  Act. 

An  Adventurous  Journey. 
On  May  6,  while  Mr.  Harry  Ewing  Smith  (managing 
director  of  T.  &  H.  Smith,  Ltd..  manufacturing  chemists,  of 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Lcndcn)  was  driving  a  motor-car 
near  Lanark,  it  ran  into  an  embankment,  causing  the  occu- 
pants to  be  thrown  out.  The  car  was  only  going  at  about 
four  miles  an  hour,  so  that  the  injuries  to  the  occupants 
were  trifling,  but  one  of  the  lamps  was  broken,  and  the  oil 
catching  fire  spread  over  the  front  of  the  car.  Mr.  Smith 
endeavoured  to  put  out  the  flames,  but  while  doing  so  the 
car  started  and  ran  down  the  hill  still  burning,  nearly  a 
distance  of  five  hundred  yards,  until  it  crashed  into  an  un- 
occupied house.  The  car  was  allowed  to  burn  out,  the  enly 
portions  undamaged  being  the  wheels.  The  value  of  the 
car  is  put  at  700/.,  while  it  was  insured  for  600/.  Mr. 
Smith's  party  hired  a  trap  to  take  them  to  their  journey's 
end,  but  before  they  had  reached  Larkhall  they  met  with 
another  accident  through  a  wheel  of  the  conveyance  getting 
into  a  hole  in  the  road,  the  horse  dragging  the  front  portion 
of  the  trap  from  the  body.  Luckily.  Mr.  Smith  and  his 
party  are  none  the  worse  for  their  exciting  experiences. 


THE  WEEK'S  POISONINGS. 

Twexty-five  fatalities  from  poisoning  have  been  reported 
during  the  week,  only  four  of  which  were  misadventures. 
Ten  deaths  were  caused  by  carbolic  acid.  A  woman  at 
Abersychan,  named  Miriam  Dobbs,  poisoned  herself  and  two 
of  her  children  with  the  acid.  Thomas  Cooper  (59),  an 
Army  pensioner  living  at  Brighton,  drank  carbolic  lotion, 
and  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Tocher,  surgeon,  of  St. 
George's  Place,  the  man  died  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 
Other  carbolic  suicides  were  Orlando  Hanks,  an  engineer  at 
Mildmay  Park,  N.  ;  Alice  Thurston,  wife  of  a  Felixstowe 
jobmaster;  Elizabeth  Clark,  wife  of  a  labourer  living  at 
Kensington  ;  Louisa  Bingham,  a  domestic  servant  at  Notting- 
ham ;  and  William  Batley,  a  well-known  bookmaker  at  Shaw, 
near  Oldham.  At  the  inquest  on  Mrs.  Clark  evidence  was 
given  by  Mr.  Charles  Davies,  chemist.  194  Holland  Park 
Avenue,  who  supplied  the  carbolic  lotion  which  the  woman 
drank.  Mr.  Davies  said  the  lotion  was  dispensed  according 
to  prescription,  and  contained  about  1  dr.  of  carbolic  acid. — ■ 
Four  deaths  were  due  to  laudanum.  Ellen  Ashcroft,  a 
Tooting  draper,  was  worried  over  business  matters  and  took 
an  overdose.  Henry  Bailey  Tarns,  who  posed  as  a  marquis, 
ended  an  adventurous  career  at  Trumpington  Village,  near 
Cambridge,  with  laudanum.  Ernest  Blakelock.  the  village 
constable  of  Dunnington,  near  York,  took  laudanum  and 
then  shot  himself ;  and  John  Norman,  a  forage-agent,  was 
found  dead  in  Roundhay  Park,  Leeds,  with  an  empty 
laudanum-bottle  by  his  side. — Potassium  cyanide  was  taken 
by  Annie  Tree,  a"  domestic  servant  at  Baronsmere  Road, 
East  Finchley. — Arthur  Newman  Smith,  of  Castleford,  was 
an  amateur  photographer.  He  had  a  cut  finger,  and  in  using 
cyanide  solution  for  developing,  blood-poisoning  was  set 
up,  as  a  result  of  which  he  died.— An  elderly  naturalist, 
named  George  William  Cole,  who  carried  on  business  at 
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Qsnaburgh  Street,  Regent's  Park,  N.W.,  became  depressed 
owing  to  monetary  troubles,  took  a  dose  of  arsenic  (quan- 
tities of  which  he  used  in  his  business),  and  died  the  same 
night— Annie  Rhodes,  a  weaver  at  Lockwood,  near  Hud- 
dersfield,  poisoned  herself  with   oxalic   acid.— Spirit  of 
salt  was  taken  with  suicidal  intention  by  Walter  Valentine 
Starck,  engineer,   of  Milner   Square.   Islington,   and  in 
mistake  for  ginger-beer  by  William  Durkin,  a  Sheffield 
painter.    The    Coroner  at    the  inquest   on  Starck  said 
"a  child  could  not  buy  a  bottle  of  beer  unless  it  was 
properly  sealed  up,  but  could  easily  obtain  spirit  of  salt 
and,  in  ignorance,  take  a  sip   of  it."     In  the  case  of 
Durkin  the  spirit  of  salt  was  contained  in  a  ginger-beer 
bottle.— At  Durham,  Margaret  Elliott  Curry  poisoned  her 
self  with  a  solution  of  salt  of  lemon.    In  the  course  of  the 
inquest  the  Coroner  referred  to  the  facility  with  which  salt 
of  lemon— a  deadly  poison  that  did  not  come  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act — could  be  obtained. — Annie  Jennings,  wife 
of  a  New  Basford  tradesman,  died  from  lead-poisoning 
At  the  inquest  Dr.  Fulton  said  the  woman  died  in  a  fit 
The  husband  suggested  to  him  that  deceased  had  been  taking 
a  preparation  of  lead,  and  further  told  him  that  she  had 
taken  some  pills  some  months  previously.  The  preparation 
said  the  doctor,  could  be  easily  obtained  by  anyone,  1  oz 
(costing  2d.)  being  sufficient  to  poison  two  or  three  persons 
He  (Dr.  Fulton)  had  had  sixteen  similar  cases  since  January 
1903.    The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Felo  de  se.' 
Elizabeth  Ledsham,  of  Birkenhead,  steeped  a  number  of 
matches  in  water,  drank  the  solution,  and  died  of  phos- 
phorus-poisoning.—Harry  Vincent,  a  Waltham  Cross  coal- 
porter,  drank  "poison"  (not  named),  and  died  in  Brixton 
Prison. — Charles  Ernest  Wolstenholme,  a  master-wheel 
wright  at  Sheffield,  committed  suicide  with  "a  powder 
which  he  used  in  the  greenhouse"  (probably  arsenic). 

At  Sandbank,  near  Dunoon,  Marian  Johnston,  or  Diack. 
who  was  in  a  depressed  condition  of  health,  poisoned  herself 
ivith  a  large  dose  of  carbolic  acid. 


jfrencb  IRem 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 

M.  Trasbot,  the  recently  deceased  member  of  the  Section 
of  Veterinary  Medicine  at  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine, 
will  be  familiar  to  students  of  the  French  Codex  as  the  man 
who  represented  veterinary  medicine  on  the  Revising  Com- 
mittee which  published  the  1895  "  Appendix  "  to  the  French 
Pharmacopoeia.  It  is  probable  that  the  list  of  veterinary 
remedies  was  drawn  up  by  him  although  his  name  was  not 
mentioned  officially. 

The  Visit  of  E.vglish  Medical  Men  is  now  proceeding, 
tf  I  may  say  so,  as  I  write.  The  first  part  of  the  company 
arrived  in  Paris  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  were  received 
at  the  Gare  du  Nord  by  Dr.  Lucas-Championniere,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association  of  Doctors  of  the  Seine,  and  Dr.  E. 
Lombarde.  The  ladies  were  carrying  pretty  bouquets, 
which  were  presented  to  them  at  Calais  by  the  members  of 
the  Anglo-French  Literary,  Scientific,  and  Artistic  Alliance. 
In  the  evening  there  was  a  reception  at  the  Sorbonne,  at 
which  M.  Casimir-Perier  was  to  have  spoken,  but  he  was  ill. 
M.  Liard,  President  of  the  University  Council,  and  Dr 
Bouchard,  Sir  William  Broadbent,  Professor  Clifford 
Allbutt  (Cambridge),  and  Dr.  George  Ogilvie  exchanged 
congratulatory  speeches. 

Proprietary  Medicines  and  Trade-marks. — I  had  a 
chat  the  other  day  with  a  well-informed  gentleman  in  regard 
to  the  law  of  trade-marks  as  applied  to  proprietary  medi- 
cines. It  is  of  course  understood  that  such  medicines  are 
not  legal  in  France,  but  they  are  tolerated.  French  law  has 
until  recently  been  undecided  cn  the  point  as  to  whether  a 
trade-mark  should  be  considered  as  independent  of  the  pro- 
duct to  which  it  is  applied  or  if  it  should  follow  the  fate 
of  the  product  itself  in  case  of  litigation.  It  is  now  laid 
down  as  a  point  of  law  that  the  trade-mark  is  independent 
of  the  product,  and  thus  it  comes  about  that  in  respect  to 
medicines,  though  officially  illegal,  the  proprietor  can  claim 
protection  on  the  matter  of  the  trade-mark  where  he  can 
obtain  none  for  an  imitation  of  the  article  itself  as  a  secret 
remedy  The  first  definite  judgment  of  the  separation  of 
the  trade-mark  from  the  product  in  France  was  given  at 


Beziers  on  March  15,  1904,  in  favour  of  the  proprietors  of 
Goudron  Guyot,  and  in  respect  to  that  I  here  has  been  a 
probability  of  an  appeal  at  the  instance  of  the  anti-patent 
medicine  party  in  France,  who  could  apparently  make  a 
rather  good  case  as  the  law  stands. 

Merchandise-marks  Regulations. — The  April  circular 
of  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Paris  contains  a 
translation  of  an  important  Customs  circular  with  regard 
to  merchandise  marks.  It  states  that  the  law  prohibits  the 
entry  of,  and  excludes  from  bond,  transit,  and  circulation, 
all  foreign  products,  natural  or  manufactured,  bearing 
either  on  themselves  or  on  their  cases,  packing-cases,  bands, 
labels,  etc.,  a  trade  or  manufacturer's  mark,  name,  sign,  or 
any  sort  of  indication  likely  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  such 
goods  have  been  manufactured  in  France  or  are  of  French 
origin.  The  use  of  the  French  language  to  designate  the 
nature  of  imported  produc  ts  does  not  constitute  an  infringe- 
ment, unless  the  inscription  be  of  a  nature  to  deceive  the 
buyer  as  to  the  real  origin  of  the  goods.  Further,  foreign 
products  marked  with  the  name  of  a  locality  of  the  same 
name  as  a  Frenc  h  locality  may  not  be  imported  without  the 
addition  after  the  name  of  the  locality  of  the  name  of 
the  country  of  origin  and  the  word  "importe"  in  legible 
characters.  The  word  "importe"  alone,  without  the 
country  of  origin,  is  not  sufficient  to  remove  from  certain 
marks  and  descriptions  their  illegal  character.  It  will 
therefore  be  seen  that  the  interpretation  of  the  law  has  been 
widened  and  that  imported  goods  bearing  marks  liable  to 
contravene  the  law  will  have  to  indicate  the  country  of 
origin  as  well  as  the  fact  of  their  being  imported. 


Hmerican  Botes. 

(From  our  Correspondent.) 


The  Graduation  Prerequisite  Measure  has  now  been 
formally  made  law  in  Pennsylvania.  Up  to  date,  there- 
fore, two  States  have  declared  that  hereafter  all  druggists 
who  desire  to  become  proprietors  of  pharmacies  must  bo 
graduated  from  recognised  and  reputable  colleges  of 
pharmacy.  A  third  Bill  of  the  same  nature  is  pending  in 
the  Legislature  of  Minnesota. 

Claiming  for  a  Husband. — A  druggist  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania town  of  Braddock  sold  a  man  under  the  influence  of 
liquor  some  carbolic  acid.  The  man  drank  it  and  died. 
Now  the  widow  alleges  that  the  druggist  should  have  known 
better  than  to  sell  the  poison  under  the  circumstances,  and 
she  asks  the  court  for  damages  to  the  extent  of  525, COO. 
Some  irreverent  individuals  have  wondered  why  so  high 
an  estimate  should  be  placed  upon  a  drunken  husband  ! 
Harmony. — The  drug-clerks  of  Philadelphia  have  quite 
healthy  organisation,  and  have  recently  begun  the  publica- 
tion of  a  little  twelve-page  paper  called  "  The  Philadelphia 
Drug-clerk."  The  clerks  work  in  entire  harmony  and  co- 
operation with  their  employers,  and  a  joint  committee  is 
striving  to  bring  about  some  arrangement  by  means  of 
which  the  Philadelphia  stores  will  be  closed  on  Sunday 
between  ten  and  six  o'clock  and  on  weekday  evenings  at 
ten. 

The  Latest  Lawsuit  to  be  brought  against  the  anti- 
cutting  plans  of  the  National  Association  of  Retail  Drug- 
gists is  that  in  which  Mrs.  Cora  Dow  asks  for  $50,000 
damages.  Mrs.  Dow  conducts  six  stores  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  cutter  of  the  purest  water.  She  has  thrown 
defiance  in  the  teeth  of  the  N.A.R.D.  time  and  again.  It 
now  remains  to  be  seen  whether  she  will  win  at  law,  and 
thus  compel  the  forces  of  reform  to  supply  her  with  all  the 
patents  that  she  needs  in  her  business. 

Drugs  in  Chicago. — Mr.  Albert  E.  Ebert,  the  well- 
known  Chicago  pharmacist,  has  now  completed  his  "  History 
of  the  Chicago  Drug-trade."  The  manuscript  will  involve 
the  publication  of  two  volumes,  and  it  is  proposed  to  have 
the  work  printed  under  the  auspices  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  Illinois  Historical  Society.  A  measure  to  this  effect 
has  been  introduced  into  the  State  Legislature.  Mr.  Ebert's 
history  has  appeared  in  part  in  some  of  the  pharmaceutical 
journals,  and  is  very  interesting  and  readable. 

Pleased. — The  drug-clerks  of  San  Francisco  and  Cali- 
fornia generally  are  very  much  pleased  over  their  success  in 
securing  the  enactment  of  a  law  providing  for  an  average 
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work-day  of  ten  hours,  and  not  for  more  than  sixty  hours  of 
work  in  six  consecutive  days.  The  Bill  was  drawn  up  with 
the  consent  and  co-operation  of  the  proprietors  in  the  State, 
and  is  generally  regarded  as  satisfactory.  A  similar  law 
was  passed  a  few  years  ago  in  New  York  State  with  refer- 
ence to  New  York  City,  but  has  been  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance. 

The  Patent-medicine  Manufacturers  of  the  United 
States  are  being  made  the  subject  this  year  of  many  attacks 
of  a  legislative  nature.  Bills  have  been  introduced  in 
several  State  Legislatures,  and  the  proprietors  are  entering 
a  vigorous  protest  against  them.  Some  of  the  measures 
provide  that  all  patent  medicines  should  bear  their  formulas 
upon  the  label ;  others  go  so  far  as  to  prohibit  entirely  the 
sale  of  proprietary  articles  containing  alcohol,  except  upon 
physicians'  prescriptions. 

The  Ingenious  Owner  of  a  drug-store  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  himself  not  a  registered  pharmacist,  recently  tried  to 
evade  the  law  by  having  a  registered  assistant  in  charge,  and 
then  arranging  to  have  a  full  registered  man  come  in  for  a 
few  minutes  or  an  hour  once  a  day.  The  Board  of  Phar- 
macy brought  the  case  to  trial,  and  the  result  was  that 
hereafter  a  registered  pharmacist  must  be  constantly  in 
charge  of  the  store.  The  Judge  decided  that  a  registered 
assistant  could  only  be  given  the  management  during  an  hour 
or  two  when  the  pharmacist  was  temporarily  out  at  a  meal  or 
on  some  similar  errand  of  necessity. 


DRUG  STANDARDS. 

The  members  of  the  West  Ham  Chemists'  Association  gave 
up  Thursday  afternoon  to  this  subject  as  introduced  to  them 
by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  (see  p.  751).  It  was  one  of  those  bright 
and  balmy  days  which  make  Epping  Forest  a  pleasant  place, 
but  the  members  in  goodly  numbers  attended  Earlham  Hall, 
Forest  Gate,  where  Mr.  W.  Potter,  of  Plaistow,  presided. 
He  referred  to  the  importance  of  Mr.  Umney's  paper,  and, 
after  it  was  read,  Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews  (Leytonstone)  initiated 
a  discussion  by  saying  it  would  be  a  very  great  advantage  to 
have  more  drug  standards  in  these  competitive  days,  when 
one  finds  articles  sold  at  a  price  with  which  one.  cannot  com- 
pete who  buys  the  best  qualities  of  drugs.  But  he  was  rather 
opposed  to  increasing  the  powers  of  the  B.P.  authorities, 
because  he  did  not  approve  of  all  they  had  done  in  the  past. 
He  instanced  seidlitz  powders,  which  he  had  sold  long  before 
the  B.P.  knew  anything  about  them.  (Laughter.)  People 
want  a  stronger  article  than  the  B.P.  provides.  Why  should 
he  be  made  liable  by  selling  the  stronger  kind  as  "  Seidlitz 
powders"?  He  also  instanced  cold  cream,  venturing  to  say 
that  the  B.P.  did  not  know  how  to  make  it — at  least,  it  was 
not  so  good  a  cold  cream  as  he  makes.  (Laughter.)  Mr. 
Schacht  had  introduced  a  preparation  called  "  liquor  bis- 
muthi,"  and  the  B.P.  had  imitated  it.  If  an  inspector  went 
into  the  shop  of  Mr.  Schacht's  successor  and  asked  for  "  liquor 
bismuthi,"  and  got  the  original,  would  he  be  liable  to  pro- 
secution ?  Mr.  Matthews  strongly  objected  to  the  substituting 
and  piratical  methods  of  B.P.  compilers,  and  for  that,  among 
other  reasons,  would  not  give  them  increased  power,  but 
favoured  the  Board  of  Reference  suggested  by  Mr.  Umney. 

Mr.  Blades  spoke  as  one  who  had  experience  thirty-five  vears 
ago  in  a  Cheshire  country  town,  since  then  in  the  West  of  Lon- 
don, and  twenty-three  years  in  the  East  on  his  own  account — 
unfortunately.  (Laughter.)  There  should  be  fixed  standards, 
for  medicines,  he  added,  for  men  in  his  position  have  not  time 
to  make  them  ;  but  he  would  not  agree  with  two  standards — 
one  for  prescriptions  and  another  for  sales.  But  the  question 
of  standardisation  is  twofold,  remarked  Mr.  Soper,  the  next 
speaker;  it  is  whether  the  drugs  or  the  preparations  should 
be  standardised.  If  the  drugs  are  of  the  right  standard  the 
preparations  should  come  out  right.  "  I  wonder,"  he  mused, 
"  what  becomes  of  all  these  drugs  and  preparations  which  we 
see  in  price-lists  at  terribly  low  rates — compound  liquorice- 
powder,  for  instance  ?  " 

Mr.  MacEwan,  who  followed,  said  Mr.  Umney  was  really 
speaking  to  the  whole  body  of  chemists  through  the  West 
Ham  Association,  and  on  a  most  important  subject,  for  now 
that  the  B.P.  authorities  are  beginning  revision  is  the  time 
for  chemists  to  say  whether  or  not  they  desire  to  have  the 
B.P.  made  a  sort  of  a  schedule  to  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts — a  thing  that  never  was  intended.  The  question  of 
standards  is  purely  commercial,  he  said,  not  technical. 

Mr.  Umney  then  replied,  thanking  the  meeting  for  the  many 
kind  things  said  of  him,  and  he  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks,  as.  also  was  the  C.  &  D.  for  copies  of  the  paper  dis- 
tributed to  members. 


Colonial  ano  tfordon  mews. 

Trade-marks  in  Turkey. — It  is  reported  via  Germany 
that  the  Turkish  Government  has  issued  an  order  to  its 
Customs  authorities  not  to  admit  any  foreign  goods  which 
bear  the  mark  or  design  of  a  star.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  reason  for  this  is  that  the  representation  of  a  star 
is  a  part  of  the  Turkish  coat-of-arms. 

An  Ether  Accident. — Grace  Bland,  a  girl  of  sixteen, 
was  burned  to  death  in  a  bottling-room  at  the  laboratory  of 
Messrs.  Elliot  &  Co.,  30  Beverley  Street,  Toronto,  on 
April  27.  The  girl  was  waxing  and  sealing  bottles  of  ether 
when  the  accident  occurred,  using  the  flame  of  a  spirit- 
lamp  to  melt  the  wax.  One  of  the  bottles  happened  to  be 
uncorked,  it  caught  the  flame,  the  bottle  broke  and  set  the 
room  on  fire.  The  girl  was  unable  to  reach  the  door,  and 
was  burned  to  death.  The  flames  were  subdued  soon  after 
the  arrival  of  the  firemen,  but  some  valuable  machinery 
was  destroyed  and  damage  done  to  the  extent  of  about 
$3,000. 

Early-closing. — The  Association  of  Employed  Pharma- 
cists (founded  at  Leipsic  in  December  last  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  interests  of  all  working  pharmacists  in 
contradistinction  to  those  having  their  own  businesses)  has, 
at  a  recent  meeting  in  Berlin,  adopted  a  resolution  in  favour 
of  the  closing  of  the  pharmacies  in  Berlin  and  suburbs  at 
9  p.m.  The  Association  has  accordingly  asked  the  Society  of 
Pharmacy-owners  in  Berlin  and  suburbs  to  request  the 
three  districts  of  the  German  Pharmacy  Association  for 
Berlin  to  introduce  the  nine-o'clock  closing  by  July  1.  In 
the  event  of  refusal  those  present  at  the  meeting  resolved 
only  to  accept  employment  in  those  pharmacies  where  9  p.m. 
closing  is  practised. 

Druggists  Wanted. — The  United  States  Consul  at  Sierra 
Leone,  West  Africa,  recommends  that  Colony  to  the  atten- 
tion of  his  compatriots  in  the  drug-trade  by  reason  of  the 
absence  of  branch  wholesale  competition  on  the  part  of 
European  dealers.  There  is  not,  he  says,  a  branch  whole- 
sale drug  establishment  in  the  Colony  or  on  the  coast,  not- 
withstanding that  the  need  and  opportunity  for  such  is 
very  evident.  There  are  numerous  public  and  private  dis- 
pensaries, besides  other  small  dealers  along  the  seaboard. 
Drugs  having  received  less  attention  than  the  other  branches 
of  trade,  the  people  have  tended  more  towards  indigenous 
herbs  and  native  remedial  agents,  in  which  the  country  is 
abundantly  rich.  In  view  of  this  preference  and  these 
tendencies  some  have  said  that  the drug-business  can  hardly 
be  developed  in  the  country,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the 
present  or  prospective  conditions  to  substantiate  such  con- 
clusions. 

Russian  Pharmacv. — In  the  report  of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Pharmaceutical  Association  for  1904  it  is  stated  that  in  the 
course  of  the  year  2,568  analyses  were  made  in  the  labora- 
tory of  Ihe  Association,  of  which  1,980  were  chemical  and 
558  bacteriological.  At  one  of  the  late  sittings'  of  the 
Association  the  question  was  raised  of  facilitating  the  sale 
of  medicines  for  animals  in  the  free  pharmacies.  Among 
things  made  clear  during  the  discussion,  it  was  shown 
that  in  the  pharmacies  there  is  no  special  guide  as  to  the 
preparation  of  such  medicines  or  in  what  quantities  certain 
medicines  may  be  given  to  animals,  nor  yet  what  is  the 
limit  beyond  which  the  doses  may  not  go.  In  order  to  fill 
up  this  blank  the  "  Pharmatzevtitcheski  Journal"  repro- 
duces a  table  of  the  quantities  and  kinds  for  animals, 
extracted  from  the  "  Schweizerische  Wochenschrift  fur 
Chemie  u.  Pharmacie  "  of  this  year. 

"  Eudrenine  "  is  a  new  preparation  of  beta-eucaine  hydro- 
chloride and  adrenalin  chloride,  for  painless  and  bloodless 
surgical  operations,  which  has  been  brought  out  by  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Ill  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  It  is 
especially  suitable  for  use  in  teeth-extraction,  8  to  17  minims 
being  injected  into  the  gum  ten  minutes  before  extraction. 
We  have  had  several  inquiries  lately  as  to  a  suitable  com- 
bination of  eucaine  and  adrenalin  for  dental  uses,  and  our 
inquirers  will  find  in  "Eudrenine"  a  properly  adjusted 
solution  and  one  which,  administered  according  to  the  direc- 
tions, is  safe.  "  Eudrenine  "  is  also  used  in  general  surgery 
and  by  veterinarians.  It  is  sent  out  in  1-oz.  bottles  and 
Ji-c.c.  ampoules. 
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Tropical  Diseases. 

The  study  of  tropical  diseases  in  this  country  was  initiated 
by  Sir  Patrick  Manson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  that  remarkably 
modest  man,  who  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life  in  the 
East,  and  by  his  observations  gave  an  entirely  new  turn  to 
medical  research,  with  the  result  that  many  tropical  diseases 
have  been  found  to  be  a  class  by  themselves.  Through  Sir 
Patrick's  advocacy,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain when  Colonial  Secretary,  the  London  School  of  Tropical 
Medicine  was  started  about  ten  years  ago  in  connection  with 
the  Seamen's  Hospital  Society,  and  at  Liverpool  Sir  Pat- 
rick's pupil,  Major  Ronald  Ross,  F.R.S.,  with  the  aid  of 
Sir  Alfred  Jones,  has  established  a  similar  school.  The 
institution  in  London  has  made  such  progress  in  research 
and  teaching  that  money  is  required  for  its  conservation  and 
further  development.  To  aid  this,  a  committee,  with  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  K.G.,  as  Chairman,  was  formed  to 
.  promote  that  most  English  of  methods  for  raising  funds — a' 
festival  dinner.  This  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Hall  of  the 
Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday  evening.  May  10,  when  fully  5C0 
gentlemen  (including  a  number  of  peers,  besides  baronets 
and  knights)  attended.  They  were  received  by  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  but  Mr.  Chamberlain  presided  at  thei 
dinner,  and  was  supported  on  the  right  by  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
his  successor,  and  on  the  left  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
Among  the  company  were  the  following  connected,  directly 
or  indirectly,  with  pharmacy — viz.,  Mr.  Frank  Clarke,  Pro- 
fessor Wyndham  Dunstan,  Mr.  S.  W.  Fairchild  (New 
York),  Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk  (who  acted  as  a  steward),  Mr. 
Charles  Hodgkinson,  Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  Mr.  C.  T.  King- 
zett.  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  Sir  Marcus  Samuel,  Mr.  Rudolph 
{P.  D.  &  Co.),  Mr.  J.  T.  Ainslie  Walker,  and  Mr.  H.  S. 
Wellcome.  Before  dinner  was  finished  many  ladies  came 
into  the  gallery,  and  the  boxes  were  reserved  for  the  wives; 
of  the  more  distinguished  guests.  Mr.  Chamberlain  made1 
an  Imperial  speech  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the  School  of 
Tropical  Medicine  " — a  speech  which  showed  fine  feeling 
and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Sir  Patrick  Manson 
(who  had  Mr.  Wellcome  beside  him)  acknowledged  this. 
Then  came  "  The  Empire"  from  Mr.  Lyttelton,  for  which 
Lord  Strathcona  responded ;  and  the  health  of  the  Chair- 
man was  given  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  has 
developed  a  felicity  of  expression  and  oratorical  powers 
above  the  average.  He  and  his  chief  at  the  Colonial  Office 
were  best  heard  in  the  large  hall.  During  the  evening  Sir 
Ralph  Moor  intimated  over  9,000/.  of  subscriptions,  but  Mr. 
Chamberlain  read  later  several  donations,  which  took  the 
"  collection  "  beyond  10.000/. 


North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
the  North  Staffs  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent,  on  Thursday,  May  4 
— Mr.  John  Averill,  J. P.,  presiding — when  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Edmund  Jones)  presented  a  satisfactory  report, 
and  Mr.  Weston  Poole  (Hon.  Treasurer)  gave  a  statement 
of  accounts,  which  showed  a  small  balance  in  hand.  The 
officers  were  thanked  for  their  able  services  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  undermentioned  were  elected  as  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  :  Mr.  J.  Averill,  J. P.  (President),  Mr.  Marson 
and  Mr.  E.  Jones  (Vice-Presidents),  Mr.  Weston  Poole 
(Treasurer),  and  Mr.  T.  Bentley  (Hon.  Secretary).  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a  picnic  during  the  summer  in  conjunction 
with  the  Wolverhampton  and  Midland  Associations.  Mr. 
Edmund  Jones,  who  retired  from  the  secretaryship  after 
eight  years'  indefatigable  work,  was  complimented  on  the 
splendid  manner  in  which  he  had  performed  the  duties,  and 
out  of  compliment  was  elected  a  Vice-President. 

The  Annual  Dinner 
was  afterwards  held  in  the  hotel.  Mr.  Averill  presiding,  and 
Messrs.  T.  C.  Cornwell  and  W.  Marson  occupying  the  vice- 
chairs.  The  principal  guests  were  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Messrs.  Robinson 
and  Young),  Drs.  Russell,  Croudace,  and  Allardice,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Coleman  (Hon.  Secretary  Wolverhampton  Chemists' 
Association),  Mr.  J.  N.  Aldwinkle  (Leicester).  Mr.  H.  J. 
Masters  (Leicester),  and  Mr.  W.  Brinson  (Chesterfield). 


Most  of  the  members  of  the  Association  were  present,  in- 
cluding Mr.  T.  Bentley  (Assistant  Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  C. 
Morrison  (Newcastle-under-Lyme),  Mr.  A.  F.  Bottomley 
(Hanley).  Mr.  F.  C.  Burrell  and  Mr.  S.  Challinor  (Fenton), 
Mr.  A.  Fernley  (Burslem).  Mr.  W.  B.  Allison  and  Mr.  R.  G. 
Emery  (Stoke).  A  capital  dinner  was  served,  after  which 
Mr.  Averill  submitted  the  loyal  toasts  and  that  of  "The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,"  referring  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  on  the  latter  toast  to  the  flaw  in  the  Pharmacy  Act 
which  enables  companies  of  unqualified  individuals  to  use 
the  titles  reserved  by  the  Act  to  qualified  persons.  The 
toast  was  coupled  with  the  names  of  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr. 
Young,  and  was  received  with  musical  honours.  Mr.  Robin- 
son, in  the  course  of  his  reply,  expressed  himself  in  favour 
of  the  Minor  qualifying  examination  being  divided  so  that 
all  seven  subjects  need  not  be  taken  at  the  same  time. 
(Applause.)  He  proceeded  to  modify  this  by  adding  that 
there  should  be  a  compulsory  curriculum,  then  the  examina- 
tion might  very  easily  be  divided.  Dealing  with  the  Phar- 
macy Bill,  Mr.  Robinson  drew  attention  to 

The  Huge  Advertisements 
which  had  recently,  been  appearing  in  the  London  daily 
papers,  with  a  view  to  discounting  and  throwing  ridicule 
upon  the  efforts  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  get  the 
Bill  passed  through  Parliament.    He  pointed  out  what  in 
1868  the  Legislature  had  intended,  and  how  these  intentions 
had  been  modified  by  the  House  of  Lords  decision  in  1880. 
The  Council  had  been  subject  to  misrepresentation  as  to 
their  action  in  endeavouring  to  remedy  this,  and  they  had 
been  told  that  they  were  seeking  merely  their  own  ends. 
This  he  emphatically  denied.    All  they  sought  was  that  the 
safety  of  the  public  should  be  safeguarded  even  if  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  by  a  limited  liability  company.  Revert- 
ing to  the  Boots  advertisements,  Mr.  Robinson  said  he  was 
immensely  surprised  to  find  that  in  one  of  them  there 
appeared  a  quotation  to  the  effect  that  the  "  Times"  news- 
paper after  independent  investigation  had  declared  that  the 
money  saved  by  the  public  who  dealt  with  these  stores 
amounted  to  no  less  than  1,000,000/.  per  annum.    This  was 
a  curious  statement,  and  he  was  now  going  to  tell  them  what 
nobody  else  had  yet  known.    He  had  had  a  communication 
from  the  Editor  of  the  "  Times,"  in  which  the  latter  stated 
that  the  "Times"  had  made  no  independent  investigation 
of  the  kind  suggested,  and  no  estimate  of  the  amount  saved 
by  the  public  had  appeared.    But  in  the  "  Times  "  of  Decem- 
ber 17,  1904,  there  was  an  advertisement  which  was  de- 
scribed as  being  written  by  a  Bachelor  of  Science,  in  which 
he  said  that  after  an  independent  investigation  he  had  found 
out  that  there  was  a  saving  which  he  estimated  at  nearlv 
20.000/.  per  week.    The  Editor  of  the  "  Times  "  added  that 
this  statement  was  made  in  an  advertisement,  the  accuracy 
of  which  was  in  no  way  guaranteed  by  the  "  Times."  Mr. 
Robinson  hoped  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  not 
come  to  such  a  pass  that  it  needed  to  use  its  influence  to 
counteract  such  statements  as  these.    He  had  a  shrewd  sus- 
picion that  the  public  outside  could  pretty  easily  distinguish 
between  an  advertisement  and  a  bond-fide  newspaper  com- 
ment.   (Hear,  hear.)    He  met  a  prominent  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  recently,  who  told  him  that  he  thought 
people  or  firms  who  had  to  make  use  of  such  statements  as 
this  must  be  in  rather  a  bad  way.    Mr.  Robinson  expressed 
the  opinion  that  if  once  the  Society  succeeds  in  getting  the 
Bill  fairly  read  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  the  majority  of 
the  House  will  say  that  they  desire  to  have  it  read  a  second 
time,  and  sent  upstairs  to  be  considered  by  Committee.  He 
would  like  to  see  the  time  come  when  the  qualified  assistants 
of  these  big  companies  would  see  that  they  were  injuring 
themselves  by  serving  these  companies.    These  assistants 
were  spoiling  their  chances  of  ever  having  a  shop  of  their 
own.    The  medical  profession  would  not  allow  one  of  its 
members  to  serve  in  a  big  doctors'  company,  and  he  wished 
the  day  would  come  when  the  chemists'  assistants  would  see 
the  harm  they  were  doing  to  the  standing  of  the  craft.  There 
was  a  time  when  it  used  to  be  said  that  the  chemist  got  ll^c?. 
profit  out  of  every  shilling.    He  could  assure  the  company 
that  to-day  things  are  reversed,  and  they  now  get  about  a 
halfpenny  profit  out  of  every  shilling — and  this  after  all 
their  training  ! 

Mr.  Young,  in  his  reply,  attributed  the  enormous  number 
of  failures  in  the  Minor  examination  to  the  dreadful  early 
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education  the  candidates  receive.  He  criticised  the  ap- 
prenticeship system,  and  asserted  that  seme  masters  take 
apprentices  when  they  have  neither  the  establishment  nor 
the  business  capacity  to  teach  them  to  be  anything  more 
than  errand-boys.  Mr.  Young  afterwards  proposed  "  The 
N.S.  Chemists'  Association  and  its  President."  He  said 
that  in  Mr.  Averill  they  had  one  of  the  best  presidents 
he  had  ever  met  in  the  provinces.  The  toast  was  enthu- 
siastically honoured,  and  the  President  briefly  acknow- 
ledged it,  congratulating  Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  the  late 
Hon.  Secretary,  on  having  been  elected  a  vice-president. 
Mr.  T.  C.  Cornwell,  Mr.  W.  Marson,  J.P.  (Stafford),  and 
Mr.  W.  Oldham,  J.P.  (Burslem),  also  replied. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  proposed  "The  Local  Governing 
Bodies,"  which  Mr.  J.  B.  Ashwell  (Town  Clerk  of  Stoke), 
Councillor  Allison  (Stoke),  and  Councillor  G.  R.  Han- 
kinson  (Uttoxeter)  acknowledged. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  submitted  "The  Medical  Profes- 
sion," and  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of  an  intimate  and 
cordial  connection  between  the  medical  profession  and 
the  pharmacists.  Dr.  Russell  and  Dr.  Allardice  re- 
sponded, each  expressing  himself  in  favour  of  the  medical 
profession  confining  itself  to  prescribing,  and  leaving  to 
the  pharmacists  the  duty  of  dispensing.  Dr.  Russell  said 
he  thought  that  in  Scotland  the  medical  profession  treat 
chemists  better  than  in  England.  They  give  the  chemists 
more  dispensing,  and  the  consequence  is  there  is  not  so 
much  there  of  the  advertising  chemists.  He  should  like 
to  see  the  day  dawn  when  doctors  would  prescribe  and 
chemists  dispense.  (Applause.)  It  is  not  practicable  at 
present  in  North  Staffs,  he  regretted  to  say,  but  it  may 
come.  Mr.  Weston  Poole  (Treasurer)  proposed  "The 
Visitors,"  for  whom  Mr.  Brinson  (Liverpool)  humorously 
replied.  Other  toasts  followed,  and  a  splendid  programme 
of  music  was  provided.  The  menu  card  was  embellished 
with  portraits  of  Mr.  Robinson  ("A  proper  man  as  one 
shall  see  in  a  summer's  day ")  and  Mr.  Averill.  The 
quotations,  which  had  been  selected  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Jones,  were  rather  good,  and  began  with  "  The  labour 
we  delight  in  physics  pain."  In  each  card  was  enclosed 
a  reprint  of  the  North  Staffs  Association  ballad  from  the 
G.  <£•■  D.,  backed  with  the  announcement  of  "  Books,  Ltd." 

Speeding  the  Parting  Quest. 

Mk.  T.  J.  Wrampelmeier,  B.A.,  Ph.C,  who  during  the 
past  eighteen  months  has  been  looking  after  the  scientific 
interests  of  the  Dupont  Explosives  and  Mining  Co.  in 
Europe,  with  London  as  his  headquarters,  is  returning  to 
New  York  to  practise,  and  on 
May  5  was  entertained  to  dinner 
at  the  Villa  Villa  Restaurant  by 
a  number  of  his  friends,  espe- 
cially those  connected  with  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 
Mr.  Wrampelmeier  is  a  graduate 
of   Michigan   University,  and 
was  on  the  professorial  staff, 
later    being   retained    by  the 
United  States  Government  for 
special  work.      He  has  made 
many  friends  here,  and  among 
those  who  were  present  at  the 
dinner    (Dr.    Edward  Divers, 
F.R.S.,  acting-President  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
being  in  the  chair)  were  Dr.  W. 
Kellner,  of  the  Explosives  De- 
partment   at    Woolwich;  Dr. 
M.  0.  Forster,  F.R.S.,  Senior 
Mr  T  J.  Wrampelmeier.  Secretary  ,  of  the  Chemical  So- 
ciety ;  Mr.  Bertram  Blount,  Mr. 
Jos.   F.  Fuerst,  Mr.  R.  W.  Greeff,  Dr.   L.   F.  Gutt- 
mann,   Mr.   George  Haller,   Mr.   Peter  MacEwan,  Mr. 
I.  Magnus,  Dr.  R.  Messel,  Dr.  F.  B.  Power,  Mr.  Walter 
F.  Reid,  Mr.  A.  Gordon  Salamon,  Dr.  G.  Shack-Sommer, 
Dr.  L.  T.  Thorne,  Mr.  T.  Tyrer,  Mr.  W.  P.  Want,  and 
Mr.  C.  C.  Whitacre.    Mr.  Oscar  Guttmann  and  Dr.  Julius 
Lewkowitsch  acted  as  vice-chairmen.    Many  kind  things 
were  said  of  Mr.  Wrampelmeier,  and  none  were  more 
kindly  than  the  words  which  fell  from  the  Chairman  in 


wishing  him  success  in  New  York.  Mr.  Tyrer,  Dr. 
Power,  Mr.  Gordon-Salamon,  Mr.  Blount,  Dr.  Lewko- 
witsch, Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Guttmann,  Dr.  Kellner.  and  Dr. 
Forster  also  spoke,  each  having  a  duty  which  he  dis- 
charged well,  and  special  reference  was  made  to  the  ap- 
proaching visit  of  American  S.C.I,  members,  which  is 
to  be  something  memorable  in  the  way  of  entertainments. 
Mr.  Wrampelmeier  quite  modestly  and  feelingly  acknow- 
ledged the  honour  done  to  him.  In  the  course  of  the- 
evening  telegrams  were  sent  to  Mr.  David  Howard  (con- 
gratulating him  on  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  his 
marriage)  and  to  Mr.  Samuel  Hall,  who  would  also  have- 
been  present,  but  indisposition  kept  him  away. 


Business  Cbanges. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being-  advertisements^ 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  ths  Editor. 


Price's  Drug-stores  are  opening  a  branch  establishment 
at  40  Tontine  Street,  Folkestone. 

Mr.  Vernon  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  recently 
opened  a  business  at  Pleasley,  near  Mansfield. 

Messrs.  Crisp  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  drapers,  etc.,  of  Holloway, 
announce  that  they  are  closing  their  drug  department. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Clouting,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought 
the  business  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Goodwin,  at  2  Station  Approach, 
Kenley,  Surrey. 

Mr.  James  Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  bought  the 
business  of  Messrs.  Peacock  &  Co.,  at  82  Stokescroft, 
Bristol,  and  will  carry  it  on  under  the  same  style  as  hitherto. 


College  1Rote, 


West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy.— On  May  6  th-e 
students  of  this  College,  accompanied  by  the  Principal  (Mr. 
T.  S.  Barrie,  F.C.S.),  went  to  Giffnoch  on  botanical  intent, 
and  were  successful  in  collecting  a  large  number  of  specimens :. 
Anemone  nemorosa,  Ranunculus  Fiearia,  Frarjaria  vesca,  Pri- 
mus avium,  Cytisus  scoparius,  Vlex  europaus,  Cardamine 
pratensis,  Ribes  rubrum,  Taraxacum  officinale,  Luzula  cam- 
pestris,  Agraphis  nutans,  Ulmus  campestris,  and  many  others- 
were  found  in  flower.  An  incidental  and  interesting  study 
was  the  quarrying  and  cutting  of  building-stone  now  largely 
obtained  from" this  district.  The  grinding  of  waste  stone  into 
sand  in  steel  mills  was  also  observed,  being  similar  to  the 
grinding  of  hard  drugs.  The  sixth  annual  excursion  of  the 
students  of  the  College  will  take  place  on  Victoria  Day. 
May  25,  to  Ayr,  by  train  leaving  St.  Enoch  Station  at  9.35  A.M. 
A  visit  will  be  paid  on  the  way  to  the  Heads  of  Ayr, 
to  Alloway  Kirk,  Burns'  Monument,  and  Greenan  Castle. 
Tickets  (4/.  6cZ.  each,  including  railway  fare,  dinner,  tea)  may 
be  had  from  Mr.  Graham,  at  the  College.  Former  students 
are  cordially  invited. 

WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue : 
School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Westminster    College    of    Chemistry,    Trinity  Square, 
Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kenning- 

ton  Park  Road,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper 

Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 
Royal  Dispensary,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 


In  the  Atmosphere  there  is  0.0000123  per  cent,  of  neon  by 
volume,  and  0.000004  per  cent,  of  argon  by  volume.  So  Sir 
William  Ramsay  has  found. 

The  last  remaining  albumen-factory  at  Wuhu,  China  (a 
British  concern),  which  struggled  on  doing  business  on  a 
small  scale  for  four  years  after  a  German-owned  and  two 
Chinese-owned  factories  had  ceased  to  work,  was  closed 
during  the  past  year  Its  failure  is  attributed  chiefly  to  the 
scarcity  of  eggs. 
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Chemists  who  wish  to  get  a  copy  of  "Jay  Mack's 
Journal "  must  send  (to  12  Brunswick  Place,  Hanley)  a  Id. 
stamp  for  postage. 

The   "Butterfly"   Fly-catcher  is   a  novelty  most  ' 
(chemists  will  want  to  see,  and  the  Artistic  Fly  Catcher  Co., 
Hanley,  will  send  cne  free  on  receipt  of  trade  card. 

Smith's  Advertising  Agency,  100  Fleet  Street,  E.C., 
'will  send  specimen  copies  of  the  following  publications  on 
request  :  "  Successful  Advertising,"  "  Travelling  Partner," 
and  "  Advertising." 

The  Spiral  Fly-catcher,  made  by  Messrs.  Kay  Bros., 
Ltd.,  of  Stockport,  is  now  in  season,  to  catch  the  early  flies 
who  make  the  later  crowds.  Messrs.  Kay  offer  to  help 
retailers  to  sell  them  by  means  of  good  advertising-material, 
regarding  which  write  to  Messrs.  Kay. 

Guy's  Tonic  Co.,  12  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  S.W., 
announce  that  cn  and  after  May  15  the  retail  prices  of  the 
tonic  will  be  protected  at  Is.  O^d.  and  2.?.  3rf.  The  company 
invite  the  trade  to  co-operate  with  them  in  maintaining  these 
prices,  and  to  inform  them  about  those  who  "  cut." 

Calf-feeding  is  at  present  an  important  part  of  the 
farmer's  duties,  and  among  his  aids  in  that  worthy  endea- 
vour is  cod-liver  oil.  Chemists  should  be  able  to  meet  the  - 
demand,  and  the  information  they  may  obtain  from  Messrs. 
Isaac  Spencer  &  Co.,  of  Aberdeen,  about  the  "  Calf  "  brand 
of  oil  will  help  them. 

Photographer's  Peerless  Exposure  Note-book. — The 
1905  edition  of  this  usful  pocket-book  for  photographers  has 
been  published  th:s  week  by  Messrs.  Houghtons,  Ltd..  High 
Holborn,  W.C.  It  contains  an  exposure-calculator  designed 
by  Mr.  G.  F.  Brown,  F.C.S.,  the  editor,  a  list  of  photo- 
graphic dealers,  space  for  700  records,  and  practical  memo- 
randa.   It  sells  at  Is.,  and  chemists  get  it  at  trade  terms. 

Vixolia  Tar  Soap. — The  Vinolia  Co.,  Ltd.,  Maiden 
Crescent,  N.W.,  have  just  introduced  a  white  coal-tar  soap, 
which  is  put  up  elegantly  in  boxes  of  three  tablets,  each 
wrapped  in  tinfoil  and  an  outer  of  distinctive  and  novel 
design.  The  soap-basis  is  a  good  one,  slightly  superfatted, 
and  the  perfume  blends  nicely  with  the  naphthalene  odour 
from  the  coal-tar.  The  soap  is  to  sell  at  the  popular  price  of 
Ad.  per  tablet  or  Is.  a  box,  these  rates  being  protected  ;  and 
as  the  trade-price  is  8s.  per  doz.  boxes,  subject  to  the  usual 
discount,  it  is  obvious  that  the  line  will  pay  the  retailer 
well. 

The  "Odol"  Tumbler  is  almost  indispensable  to  those 
who  use  this  favourite  mouth-wash,  and  it  is  as  good  as  a' 

showcard  for  chemists.  The 
Odol  Chemical  -  works, 
26  Southwark  Bridge  Road, 
London,  S.E.,  will  send  a 
case  of  thirty-two  of  the 
tumblers  carriage  paid  to 
any  of  our  subscribers  who 
send  them  a  postal  order  or 
stamps  for  3s.  6d.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  "Odol," 
when  diluted  with  water, 
sticks  to  glass  so  that  the 
odour  can  scarcely  be  re- 
moved. That  is  one  reason 
for  using  a  special  tumbler, 
and  an  indication  of  the 
penetrating  power  of 
"  Odol"  when  used  for  the 
mouth  and  teeth. 

The  Back  Page  of  our  Coloured  Supplement  is  filled 
this  week  again  by  the  Standard  Tablet  Co.,  of  Hove, 
who  are  desirous  that  chemists  should  look  into  modern 
methods  of  trading.  The  S.T.  Co.  have  had  so  good 
a  response  to  their  advertisement  last  week,  and  have 
"had  such  testimony  about  the  desirability  of  meeting 
the  cutter,  that  they  have  decided  to  sell  cascara 
sagrada  tablets  at  cost,  or,  in  other  words,  at  half  Boots' 
advertised  price — i.e.,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen  for  25's  and  4s.  3^. 
per  dozen  for  100's,  in  bottles,  and  packed  in  artistic  cartons, 
in  gross  lots. 


Capsuling  Improvements.— The  well-known  capsuling- 
machine  for  counter  use  which  Messrs.  C.  Melin  &  Co., 
of  37  Crutched  Friars,  E.G.,  introduced  to  chemists 
and  bottlers  some  years  ago  has  lately  been  improved. 
It  is  now  fitted  with  removable  discs  to  fit  the  necks 
of  almost  any  size  of  bottle.  There  are  half-a-dozen 
sizes    in    the    discs,    which    are    interchangeable,  and 


one  machine  with  six  discs  is  equipped  for  a  variety 
of  necks.  The  discs,  which  are  of  brass,  are  grooved 
to  enable  the  cork  to  go  deep  into  the  centre  of 
the  disc,  and  a  rubber  inner  disc  is  in  contemplation  which 
will  allow  the  cork  to  go  even  deeper,  and  put  the  capsule 
well  over  the  neck.  Another  improvement  will  be  re- 
placing the  weight-bearing  rope  on  the  machine  with  leather 
or  some  such  more  durable  material.  The  illustration 
shows  the  machine  and  discs. 

"  Taquta,"  a  small  automatic  apparatus  made  of  nickelled 
brass,  selling  at  21.?.,  is  the  latest  novelty  in  ferrotype 
cameras.  Mr.  Jonathan  Fallowfield,  146  Charing  Cross 
Road,  W.,  who  has  made  a  speciality  of  ferrotype  apparatus 
for  many  years,  is  the  manufacturer  who  is  plating  the 


"Taquta"  camera  before  photographic  dealers.  The 
accompanying  illustration  shows  the  back  view  of  the 
apparatus.  The  letter  c  indicates  the  plate  magazine  (hold- 
ing forty-five  plates),  k  is  the  focussing-screen,  which  is 
opposite  the  lens.  After  making  an  exposure  by  means  of 
the  knob  M,  the  catch  p  is  turned,  and,  the  tank  d  being  in 
position  beneath  the  camera,  the  plate  slides  into  the  de- 
veloper. Development  takes  from  fifteen  to  twenty  seconds, 
after  which  the  plate  is  transferred  to  the  fixing-'bath,  and. 
this  operation  being  completed,  rinsing  and  drying  by  heat 
complete  the  picture.  The  whole  operation  takes  about 
two  minutes.  The  plates  of  very  rapid  emulsion  give  1  in. 
circular  pictures.  The  "  Taquta"  is  one  which  will  appeal 
to  most  amateurs,  and,  as  it  is  an  accessory  camera,  the  sale 
of  it  will  not  cause  a  neglect  of  ordinary  camera-work.  On 
this  account  the  photographic  chemist  will  probably  find 
good  demand  for  the  little  apparatus,  and  it  will  pay  to 
encourage  it. 
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Xeoal  IReports. 


Trade  Law. 

«;  Other  Expenses"  in  Railway  Charges.— "When  rail- 
way companies  deliver  goods  they  frequently  make  extra 
charges  for  cartage,  etc.,  which  charges  are  rarely  understood 
by  the  unfortunate  tradesman,  who  is  compelled  to  pay  them 
before  he  receives  his  goods.  An  illegal  charge  of  this  kind 
has  recently  been  "nailed  to  the  counter"  in  an  action 
brought  by  Messrs.  Pickford  &  Co.  against  the  L.  and  N.W.R. 
The  case  had  reference  to  a  charge  of  7s.  lOd.  for  conveyance 
of  soap,  and  the  railway  company  had  explained  this  rate  by 
alleging  that  2s.  lOd.  was  the  charge  for  conveyance  (that 
being  the  maximum  they  could  charge  under  their  special 
Act),  and  they  attributed  the  other  5s.  to  what  they  called 
"  other  expenses."  Now,  under  Section  14  of  the  Regulation 
of  Railways  Act,  1873,  the  Railway  Commissioners  may  mako 
an  order  upon  the  railway  company  to  specify  the  nature  and 
title  of  such  "  other  expenses."  In  this  case  such  an  order  had 
been  made,  and  the  railway  company  now  appealed  against 
it.  The  appeal  was  dismissed,  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said  that  Parliament,  in 
passing  the  Act,  clearly  intended  to  confer  a  protection  on 
traders  by  giving  them  the  privilege  of  obtaining  from  the 
railway  company  particulars  of  the  charges  made  for  con- 
veying goods. 

Sale  of  Iiiebig-'s  Wine.— At  Caerphilly  Police  Court  on 
May  9,  Mr.  H.  T.  Lewis,  grocer,  answered  with  a  plea  of 
guilty  to  a  summons  taken  out  by  the  Commissioners  of  In- 
land Revenue  charging  him  with  selling,  without  a  wine- 
licence,  Liebig's  wine,  which  was  stated  on  the  label  to  be 
prepared  from  choice  port  wine,  beef,  malt,  and  quinine. 
Mr.  C.  Simpson,  for  the  Commissioners,  stated  that  the  pre- 
paration contained  27  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  the  preparation  was  sold  wholesale  by  the 
Liebig  Co.,  Liverpool,  and  although  the  Commissioners  pro- 
ceeded against  the  defendant  they  regarded  the  manufac- 
turers as  the  chief  offenders.  Some  manufacturers,  Mr.  Simp- 
son continued,  send  round  the  country  and  represent  to  the 
retail  grocers  that  they  could  sell  this  wine  without  holding 
a  licence  because  it  was  medicinally  prepared.  When  a 
grocer  was  proceeded  against  in  1904  at  Stad  the  company 
sent  the  defendant  a  garbled  letter  giving  extracts  of  the  Act 
authorising  chemists  to  sell  wines  without  having  a  licence  to 
do  so.^  In  order  to  avoid  any  misconception  on  this  point, 
Mr.  Simpson  stated  that  this  wine  was  sold  under  such  con- 
ditions that  even  a  chemist  could  not  sell  without  holding  a 
wine-licence.  Chemists  under  an  old  Act  of  Parliament  have 
a  right  to  use  spirituous  liquors  in  making  up  medicinal  pre- 
parations for  sale,  and  the  commissioners  consider  that  the 
chemists  have  therefore  a  right  to  sell  wines  that  are  properly 
medicated  provided  that  the  directions  are  given  on  the  bottle 
as  to  the  doses.  After  this  sample  had  been  analysed  it 
became  a  question  with  the  Board  not  as  to  whether  it  was 
wine,  but  whether  it  was  a  British  or  a  foreign  wine.  If  it 
had  been  British  wine,  it  would  be  sweets,  and  the  proceed- 
ings would  be  for  unlawfully  selling  a  preparation  the  basis 
of  which  was  sweets,  in  contradistinction  to  wine.  Mr.  Simp- 
son also  stated  that  in  1903  a  strong  deputation  from  the 
Federated  Grocers'  Associations  waited  upon  the  Commis- 
sioners asking  that  they  should  have  the  same  privileges  as 
the  chemist  in  the  selling  of  wines.  This,  however,  was  re- 
fused them,  but  they  were  given  time  to  dispose  of  their 
stocks.  Mr.  Proctor,  of  the  Government  laboratories,  having 
given  evidence,  the  Bench  inflicted  a  fine  of  10s.,  and  3/  3s 
costs. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Aspirin  Patent. 
The  hearing  of  the  action  by  the  Beyer  Co.  against  Von 
Heyden  and  another  for  alleged  infringement  of  the  patent 
for  the  manufacture  of  acetyl-salicylic  acid  was  resumed  by 
Mr.  Justice  Joyce  on  May  5. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Liebman's  evidence  the  plaintiffs 
called  Sir  James  Dewar,  who  said  he  had  read  and  carefully 
considered  the  complete  specification  and  claims  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' patent.  He  had  also  considered  Kraut's  paper.  The 
name  of  acetyl-salicylic  implied  a  particular  chemical  con- 
stitution of  a  body.  Kraut  thought  he  had  obtained  the 
body;  he  described  it,  and  no  doubt  he  assumed  it  to  be 
pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid.  Following  the  specification,  the 
body  arrived  at  was  what  he  called  the  real  acetyl-salicylic 
acid.  He  made  the  experiments  with  Kraut's  method  with 
Dr.  Liebman,  and  he  never  got  pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid. 
It  was  stated  by  Kraut  that  the  violet  coloration  with  ferric 


chloride  was  a  very  delicate  test;  as  that  was  due  to  free 
salicylic  acid  if  the  body  made  according  to  the  plaintiffs' 
specification  would  not  give  the  violet  coloration  it  was  a 
proof  of  its  high  purity.  Salicylic  acid  must  necessarily 
be  the  chief  impurity  in  Kraut's  method. 

Mr.  Moulton  :  You  do  not  attach  any  importance  to  the 
question  of  solidifying  in  this  particular  case? — No.  We 
made  a  series  of  experiments  subjecting  the  body  made 
according  to  Kraut  to  perfectly  definite  temperatures  of 
100°,  115°,  130°  C,  showing  that  below  even  the  melting- 
point  of  the  body  it  undergoes  slow  decomposition.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  that  Kraut  had  not  got  the  pure  body. 

Do  you  find  right  through  this  specification  anything 
which  indicates  anything  but  a  pure  body  as  the  object  ot* 
the  invention? — None. 

Is  there  anything  in  Ostwald  which  assists  the  public  in 
order  to  make  the  pure  body  ? — Nothing  whatever ;  it  is  a> 
paper  dealing  with  complicated  molecular  relations — that  is. 
with  modern  theories  consideration  of  which  has  nothing 
to  do  with  this  question.  Kekule  added  absolutely  nothing 
to  the  knowledge  which  Kraut  had  given. 

Did  you  analyse  the  defendants'  stuff  ? — Yes.  It  has  the 
identical  properties  of  the  body  described  in  the  specifica- 
tion. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Colefax,  witness  said  Kraut 
stated  that  acetyl-salicylic  acid  requires,  if  no  decomposi- 
tion into  acetic  acid  and  salicylic  acid  has  taken  place, 
42.5  of  baryta  for  neutralisation.  That  would  be  quite 
true  if  he  had  the  pure  acid.  The  figures  standing  alone 
show  it  is  a  body  not  containing  a  large  amount  of  im- 
purity. It  is  impossible  to  boil  the  pure  body  with  water 
without  producing  acetic  acid. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Sir  James  Dewar's  evidence,  Mr. 
Walter,  for  plaintiffs,  asked  if  the  defendants  wished  the 
plaintiffs  to  prove  the  purchase  of  the  articles. 

Mr.  Astbury  :  If  my  friend  means  that  acetyl-salicylic 
acid  is  a  useful  drug,  and  there  is  a  large  demand  for  it,  I 
do  not  dispute  that. 

Mr.  Cripps  then  put  the  points  made  by  the  plaintiffs, 
and  contended  that  the  plaintiffs  for  the  first  time  obtained 
acetyl-salicylic  acid  separate  or  isolated  from  any  other  com- 
pound. The  defence  was  that  either  it  had  been  carried 
out  before  the  date  of  the  patent  or  that  there  was  so  much 
knowledge  of  the  subject  prior  to  the  date  of  the  patent 
that  there  was  no  room  for  new  invention.  The  plaintiffs7 
answer  was  that  it  was  clearly  not  produced.  Plaintiffs' 
case  was  that  Kraut  did  not  produce  it.  One  great  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  the  defendants  was  that  Kraut  sug- 
gested a  method  which,  so  far  from  isolating  the  product, 
would  have  decomposed  or  destroyed  it — the  method  of 
purification  and  recrystallisation  by  boiling  water.  The 
problem  was,  Can  acetyl-salicylic  acid  be  isolated  without 
being  decomposed  ?  Kraut  thought  he  had  got  a  product 
which  he  had  not  obtained.  He  was  theoretically  wrongs 
and  practical  tests  showed  he  was  wrong. 

On  Monday  Mr.  Astbury,  for  the  defence,  urged  that 
the  plaintiff's  case  was  based  upon  a  construction  of  the 
specification  which  could  not  possibly  stand.  The  defence 
was  that  Claim  1  of  the  specification  was  for  a  process  of 
reaction  between  acetic  anhydride  and  salicylic  acid  or  its 
salts.  The  claim  had  nothing  to  do  with  purification. 
The  second  claim  was  for  a  process  of  reaction,  using 
acetyl  chloride  in  the  place  of  acetic  anhydride.  Claim  3 
was  for  acetyl-salicylic  acid,  neither  pure  nor  impure. 
If  his  Lordship  found  that  they  could  make  acetyl-salicy- 
lic acid  substantially  pure,  and  if  the  purification  was 
merely  to  get  rid  of  a  trace  of  utterly  unimportant  im- 
purity, then  the  claim  was  hopeless.  This  was  a  claim 
for  a  medicinal  body.  He  should  prove  that  the  use  of 
acetyl-salicylic  acid  is  precisely  the  same  from  a  pharma- 
cological point  of  view  as  the  acid  of  acetyl-salicylic  acid 
is  itself.  In  gout  and  rheumatism  it  was  a  common  thing. 
Sodium  salicylate  has  precisely  the  same  therapeutic  or 
medicinal  effects  as  salicylic  acid  or  acetyl-salicylic  acid. 
With  the  exception  that  acetyl-salicylate  has  not  the 
mawkish  taste  of  the  sodium  salt,  the  two  drugs  are 
identical  in  their  therapeutic  properties.  Counsel  then 
dealt  with  Dr.  Liebman's  evidence  as  to  Kraut's  work, 
and  stated  that  he  would  call  Professor  Frankland,  who, 
five  years  before  he  heard  of  or  saw  the  specification,  made 
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acetyl-salicylic  acid  under  Kraut's  process  absolutely  pure. 
He  was  to  prove  that  if  one  took  acetyl  chloride  and 
salicylic  acid  and  had  a  reaction,  one  could  not  help  getting 
acetyl-salicylic  acid.  Kraut  had  a  process  of  reaction  by 
which  he  got  acetyl-salicylic  acid.  He  suggested  that 
it  should  be  recrystallised  from  boiling  water,  and  it  did 
not  matter  whether  by  so  doing  he  decomposed  and  de- 
stroyed it.  If  he  had  acetyl-salicylic  acid  and  used  it  for 
any  purpose  before  he  decomposed  it,  it  was  anticipation 
of  plaintiff's  Claim  3.  A  thing  is  no  less  an  anticipation 
because  a  man  heats  it  or  spoils  it  after  he  has  got  it. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  examiner  in  materia  medica  to 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  was  the  first  witness  for 
the  defence,  and  testified  to  experiments  he  had  made 
with  a  view  to  seeing  the  comparative  effects  on  pure 
acetyl-salicylic  acid  as  contrasted  with  a  body  containing 
free  salicylic  acid.  He  found  that  acetyl-salicylic  acid 
was  decomposed  by  saliva,  and  it  was  found  that  free 
salicylic  acid  was  present  after  the  substance  had  been 
kept  in  contact  with  the  saliva  for  two  minutes.  Acetyl- 
salicylic  acid  had  a  sharp  pleasant  taste,  whereas  sodium 
salicylate  has  a  sickly  taste.  Some  pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid 
was  submitted  to  the  action  of  artificial  gastric  Juice  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour;  it  was  then  treated  chemically,  and 
the  result  gave  a  reaction  for  free  salicylic  acid.  A  gram 
of  pure  salicylic  acid  was  administered  by  the  mouth  and 
half  an  hour  afterwards  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
were  partially  syphoned  off  and  the  resulting  fluid  tested, 
and  it  gave  a  distinct  reaction  for  free  salicylic  acid. 

Mr.  Colefax  :  Does  that  experiment  enable  you  to  form 
any  view  as  to  whether  or  not  the  pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid 
possesses  any  advantages  as  a  therapeutic  agent  over  a  body 
containing  1  or  2  per  cent,  of  admixed  salicylic  acid  ? — I 
think  that  quantity  of  salicylic  acid  would  be  split  off  from 
a  pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid  almost  immediately.  The  pan- 
creatic juices,  too,  decompose  this  substance  very  rapidly 
and  split  off  salicylic  acid  within  ten  minutes  of  being 
brought  in  contact  with  it. 

In  cross-examination  witness  said  that  salicylic  acid  and 
sodium  salicylate  sometimes  cause  nausea,  but  doctors  had 
written  papers  to  show  that  acetyl-salicylic  acid  is  free  from 
that  objection.  He  would  not  say  that  acetyl-salicylic  acid 
has  different  therapeutic  properties  from  salicylic  acid ;  he 
would  say  it  possesses  certain  advantages. 

Dr.  Otto  Rasenheim,  F.C.S.,  who  carried  out  the  experi- 
ments to  the  results  of  which  Dr.  Tunnicliffe  had  spoken, 
also  gave  evidence. 

Professor  Percy  Faraday  Frankland,  Birmingham,  said 
about  five  years  ago  he  prepared  acetyl-salicylic  acid  by 
what  was  essentially  the  method  of  van  Gilm.  He  had  never 
seen  the  plaintiffs'  specification  until  this  litigation  came  on, 
and  at  the  time  he  prepared  acetyl-salicylic  acid  he  was  not 
aware  of  its  contents.  The  very  name  of  acetyl-salicylic 
acid  would  suggest  how  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Colefax  :  Had  the  knowledge  of  chemists  as  to  the 
decomposability  of  bodies  of  this  class  with  water  advanced 
much  between  the  date  of  Kraut  and  the  date  of  this  patent  1 
— Yes.  What  we  call  the  formation  of  an  ethereal  salt  from 
acid  and  alcohol,  or  acid  and  phenol,  is  a  reversible  action. 
In  its  preparation  water  is  formed,  and  conversely  by  the 
action  the  original  bodies  are  formed,  so  that  water  must 
always  decompose  an  ethereal  salt  more  or  less.  At  the  date 
of  the  patent  that  was  a  matter  of  common  general  know- 
ledge of  all  equipped  chemists. 

Continuing  his  evidence  on  Tuesday.  Professor  Frank- 
land  said  his  experiments  with  Kraut's  patent  showed 
that  when  he  recrystallised  from  chloroform  he  lost  part 
of  the  product,  as  in  the  case  of  recrystallising  from 
water  or  dilute  alcohol,  but  not  in  the  same  way,  because 
at  could  all  be  recovered  from  the  chloroform  ultimately, 
although  there  was  none  of  it  being  decomposed.  He  had 
taken  the  solidifying-point  of  aspirin,  the  body  which  the 
plaintiffs  sell,  and,  just  after  melting,  it  was  118.5°  C, 
which  is  identical  with  Kraut's  figure.  After  keeping 
it  melted  for  five  minutes  at  127°  C.  the  solidifying- 
point  became  116.5°;  after  keeping  it  ten  minutes  at  the 
same  temperature,  107.5°;  and  after  keeping  it  for  twenty 
minutes  it  became  99.5°.  In  no  instance  did  he  find  70°  C. 
as  stated  in  the  specification,  which  could  not  refer  to 
pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid.  In  cross-examination  by  Mr. 
Moulton,  witness  said  when  he  came  to  submit  Kraut's 


paper  to  careful  examination  there  were  contradictions  in 
it.  When  using  Kraut's  method,  he  got  extraordinarily 
constant  results  with  pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid  in  the 
matter  of  the  solidifying-point.  Kraut  could  not  get  a 
constant  melting-point ;  that  meant  that  the  substance 
suffered  decomposition  in  melting. 

In  re-examination  witness  said  that  if  one  made  Kraut's 
reaction  or  the  reaction  of  Example  B  of  the  specification, 
it  is  not  possible  to  get  a  different  compound.  From  his 
knowledge  of  Kraut's  paper  and  the  melting-points  he  was 
convinced  that  Kraut  got  substantially  acetyl-salicylic  acid, 
although  not  quite  pure.  Professor  Frankland  added, 
"My  experiments  with  aspirin  certainly  show  that  it  is 
not  pure."  Further.  "  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  plaintiffs'  specification  bodies  having 
the  characteristics  of  acetyl-salicylic  acid  were  well  known 
to  chemists  to  be  more  or  less  decomposable  in  water." 

On  Wednesday  evidence  was  given  by  Professor  Henry 
Ed.  Armstrong,  who,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Colefax,  said  the 
substance  referred  to  in  Example  A  of  plaintiffs'  specifica- 
tion was  asserted  to  be  acetyl-salicylic  as  defined  by  a  par- 
ticular formula.  That  was  asserted  to  be  not  a  purer  form 
of  a  substance  which  had  been  previously  obtained  by  Kraut, 
but  an  absolutely  novel  substance.  He  could  not  read  the 
specification  in  any  other  way  than  as  meaning  a  definite 
new  substance,  not  a  purified  substance.  Kraut  simply  said 
"  I  do  not  observe  any  decomposition."  and  he  showed  that 
he  was  looking  for  decomposition.  He  applied  no  chemical 
test ;  if  he  had  he  could  not  have  failed  to  notice  the  decom- 
position. There  was  no  doubt  he  merely  boiled  a  little  of 
the  substance  with  water  in  a  test-tube,  and  used  his 
nose.  The  decomposition  is  very  slow — about  10  per  cent, 
in  five  minutes.  Kraut  shows  the  substance  is  decomposable 
by  stating  a  few  lines  further  on  :  "  An  excess  of  hot  baryta- 
water  decomposes  the  acid  into  acetate  of  salicylate."  The 
statement  that  the  aqueous  solution  coloured  ferric  chloride 
like  salicylic  acid  would,  to  a  chemist,  cast  no  doubt  what- 
ever upon  Kraut  having  had  the  pure  body.  The  ferric- 
chloride  test  is  not  a  fair  test — it  is  so  preposterously 
delicate.  What  Kraut  stated  with  regard  to  the  solidifica- 
tion-point lends  a  very  high  degree  of  support  to  the  view 
that  he  had  the  pure  substance,  or  essentially  the  pure  sub- 
stance. The  statement  in  the  specification  that  "a  melted 
test-portion  of  A  (the  body  alleged  to  be  the  new  one) 
solidifies  at  about  70  degrees  Centigrade  "  is  a  farcical  state- 
ment. Witness  could  not  discover  a  single  line  or  a  single 
word  which  embodies  any  element  of  invention  or  discovery 
beyond  what  was  known  through  the  publicaticn  of  Kraut 
and  from  general  knowledge. 

After  carrying  out  a  number  of  experiments  he  concluded 
that  Kraut,  Ostwald  and  Auschiitz  had  made  substantially 
pure  acetyl-salicylic  acid. 

Dr.  John  Theodore  Hewitt,  professor  of  chemistry  in  the 
East  London  Technical  College,  said  the  ferric-chloride  test 
was  no  criterion  of  purity  at  all,  as  an  extremely  small 
trace  of  salicylic  acid  would  give  the  coloration.  He  had 
never  been  able  to  get  from  anything  that  could  be  rightly 
described  as  acetyl-salicylic  acid  a  solidification-point  of 
70°.  Whether  crystallised  from  chloroform,  or  alcohol,  or 
water,  the  solidification-point  was  about  118°. 
This  closed  the  case  for  the  defence. 

Mr.  Moulton  applied  for  permission  to  call  rebutting 
evidence  as  to  experiments  made  by  the  defendants.  Mr. 
Astbury  characterised  the  application  as  an  extraordinary 
one  when  neither  Professor  Armstrong  nor  Dr.  Hewitt  had 
been  cross-examined  on  a  single  experiment  they  had  made. 

His  Lordship  gave  the  permission  asked  for. 

Dr.  Liebman  and  Sir  J.  Dewar  were  recalled  to  give  their 
views  of  the  experiments  made  by  the  witnesses  for  the 
defence. 

Thursday  was  occupied  by  the  concluding  speeches  of 
counsel. 

Mr.  Astbury  said  the  defendants'  view  is  that  every  one 
of  the  four  claims  was  equally  bad.  The  first  two  claims 
claimed  a  process,  and  the  first  question  his  Lordship  would 
have  to  decide  was,  Were  the  claims  for  those  processes  with 
or  without  an  additional  step  of  purification?  There  was 
not  a  suggestion  in  the  specification  from  start  to  finish  that 
this  was  an  invention  for  getting  a  purer  body  by  a  better 
process  of  purification.  Counsel  then  dealt  with  the  solidi- 
fying-point mentioned  in  the  specification,  and  very  ably 
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reviewed  Kraut's  previous  work,  finishing  up  his  speech 
with  the  words,  "  I  ask  your  Lordship  to  say  that  every 
claim  in  the  patent  is  bad,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  of 
infringement  even  if  the  patent  was  not  bad." 

Mr.  Moulton,  replying  on  the  whole  case,  divided  his 
arguments  into  three  parts — first,  what  were  the  facts  of  the 
case ;  secondly,  what  were  the  fair  inferences  of  fact  to  be 
derived  therefrom ;  and,  thirdly,  what  were  the  legal  con- 
sequences of  these  facts  and  inferences.  The  learned 
counsel  concluded  by  saying  that  many  of  Professor  Arm- 
strong's experiments  were  made  after  the  date  of  the 
plaintiffs'  patent.  A  patent  was  good  the  day  it  came  out 
or  it  was  never  good  at  all.  If  it  was  good  when  it  came 
out  nothing  that  followed  afterwards  could  invalidate  it, 
except  the  non-payment  of  fees.  The  day  this  patent  came 
out  it  imparted  new  practical  knowledge  to  the  public, 
enabling  them  to  do  with  certainty  what  no  prior  publica- 
tion enabled  them  to  do  with  certainty. 

Mr.  Justice  Joyce  said  he  would  consider  his  judgment. 

Judgment  was  accordingly  reserved. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

The  Section  17  Cases. 
Application  has  been  made  to  the  Leeds  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate (Mr.  C.  M.  Atkinson)  to  state  a  case  in  the  matter  of 
Leggett  r.  Brown,  in  which  he  gave  judgment  against  the 
defendant  at  the  Leeds  City  Police  Court  on  May  2,  and 
which  has  reference  to  the  sale  of  veratrine  in  Rankin's 
ointment.  The  judgment  in  the  Easton's  syrup  cases  has, 
however,  been  allowed  to  pass  unchallenged,  the  time  having 
now  expired  within  which  application  could  have  been  made 
on  behalf  of  the  defendants  for  a  case  to  be  stated.  In  view 
of  the  action  taken  in  Leggett  v.  Brown  the  Bradford  Sti- 
pendiary Magistrate  has  intimated  that  he  will  not  give 
judgment  in  the  Bradford  cases  until  the  appeal  has  been 
disposed  of,  and  at  the  Bradford  Police  Court  on  Friday 
these  cases— which  all  relate  to  sales  of  veratrine— will 
probably  be  adjourned  on  that  understanding.  The  similar 
cases  at  Leeds  which  still  remain  undisposed  of  will,  it  is 
anticipated,  be  treated  in  the  same  way  when  they  appear 
again  on  the  list  at  the  Leeds  Police  Court. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Ground  Liquorice. 
At  the  Liverpool  Police  Court  on  May  4,  before  the  Deputy- 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  (Mr.  J.  Kinghorn),  Messrs.  Ayrton, 
Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  Hanover  Street,  were  summoned 
for  selling  ground  liquorice  which  was  not  of  the  nature 
and  quality  demanded,  in  that  it  contained  40  per  cent,  of 
ground  olive-stones.  Mr.  Schierwater,  who  appeared  for 
the  defendants,  explained  that  this  was  a  common  dark 
article  imported  for  veterinary  purposes.  The  powder  of 
decorticated  root  ground  from  the  firm's  own  root  and  their 
compound  liquorice  powder  had  also  been  sampled,  and  were 
found  to  be  genuine.  The  defendants  and  other  wholesalers 
who  had  bought  the  dark  powder  had  been  victimised  by  a 
Marseilles  house.    A  fine  of  101.  and  costs  was  imposed. 

County  CotrL  Cas;s. 

The  Doctor's  Drug-bill. 
At  Dartford  (Kent)  County  Court  on  May  3.  before 
Judge  Emden,  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  of  London, 
sued  Dr.  Hills,  of  Belvedere,  for  16/.  0s.  9c/.,  value  of 
drugs  supplied.  Defendant's  solicitor  said  that  trade  at 
Erith  had  been  in  a  very  bad  state  for  the  past  two  or 
three  years,  and  defendant  did  not  earn  3/.  a  week.  Ulti- 
mately the  Judge  adjourned  the  case  so  long  as  defendant 
paid  10s.  a  month. 

The  Tale  of  a  Truss. 
At  Torquay  County  Court  on  May  6,  Frederick  March, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Fleet  Street,  Torquay,  sued  an 
elderly  gardener,  named  Fisher,  to  recover  11.  Is.,  the 
price  of  a  truss  supplied  to  his  order.  For  the  plaintiff  it 
was  stated  that  Fisher  visited  Mr.  March's  shop  and  asked 
for  a  truss.  There  was  not  in  stock  one  to  fit  htm.  He  was 
accordingly  measured  for  a  truss,  which  was  specially 
ordered  from  London.  It  was  duly  delivered  to  Fisher, 
but.  after  keeping  it  for  two  months,  he  returned  it  and 
left  it  on  a  chair  in  the  shop.   Fisher  denied  that  he  ordered 


the  truss,  but  admitted  that  he  was  measured,  and  that  Mr. 
March's  assistant  asked  him  for  a  deposit.  He  was,  how- 
ever, known  to  Mr.  March,  who  waived  the  payment  of  ;i 
deposit.  A  few  days  alter  he  was  measured  at  Mr.  March's 
shop  he  obtained  a  truss  elsewhere.  Judge  Lush  Wilson 
gave  judgment  for  plaintiff,  who  undertook  to  accept  pay- 
ment at  the  rate  of  Is.  per  month. 


(Sa3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Seville,  F.  W.,  and  lock,  J.  L.,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex, 

general  medical  practitioners. 
Dodd,  H.  R.,  and  Harris,  R.  McM.,  under  the  style  of  the 

High-class  Artificial  Tooth  Company,  Hauley  and  Bui'tuii- 

on-Trent,  Staffs  ,  and  Crewe. 
Sharp,  "W.  C,  IVIidgley,  J.  R.,  and  Hornsey,  J.  A.,  Mose- 

ley,  Worcestershire,  under  the  style  of  Elder  &  Co  ,  food 

preservative  specialists  and  horse  and  cattle  medicine  food 

manufacturers. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 
Rees,  John  Melbourne,  Redhill,  Surrey,   late  Bath  and 
Radstock,  Somerset,  and  Southend,  Essex,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Walker,  Frederick  Vincent,  late  Finchley  Road,  N.W.. 
now  Bromfelde  Road,  Clapham,  S.W.,  dentist. 

Adjudication. 

Lloyd,  George  Fieldhouse,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire,  late  Tot- 
tenham Court  Road,  London,  W.C.,  dentist. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 
OTewton,  Frederick  Harris,  Exeter  Road,  Brondesbui  v.  and 
Great  Marlborough  Street,  London,  W.,  dentist — dischargt- 
suspended  for  two  years  ending  April  7,  1907. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  Iftews. 


Isaac  Spencer  &  Co.  (Fleetwood),  Ltd.— Capital  5,000/..  in 
1/.  shares  (fifty-two  founders').  Objects:  To  carry  on  the 
business  of  oil  manufacturers  and  dealers,  bone-crushers, 
soap-makers,  tallow-chandlers,  coal,  timber,  and  salt  mer- 
chants, fish  curers  and  preservers,  manure-manufacturers,  etc-. 
No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  I.  Spencer  and 
J.  Spencer  (managing  directors),  J.  H.  Marr,  G.  E.  J.  Moody. 
T.  F.  Kelsall,  and  R.  C.  Ward.  Qualification,  50  shares;  re- 
muneration as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  Wyre 
Oil-works,  Fleetwood. 

Turvey  British  and  Foreign  Institutes.  Ltd. — Capital 
12,500/.  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  sole  right  of 
using  the  system  of  cure  known  as  the  "  Turvey  Treatment," 
in  homes  or  institutes  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere,  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  C.  F.  West,  to  acquire  the  premises  known 
as  Eden  Hall,  Woodford,  Essex,  to  establish,  maintain, 
manage  and  control  homes  for  the  cure  of  dipsomania,  and  t<  > 
carry  on  the  business  of  specialists  and  experts  in  the  treat- 
ment of  alcoholism  and  drug-addictions,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are  M.  Boyd-Hart,  D.Sc,  R.  J.  Buttenshaw.  A.  H. 
Johnston,  J.  Stuart  Robertson  and  H.  T.  Smith-Dorren. 
Registered  office,  Amberlcy  House,  Norfolk  Street,  W.C. 

Electro-Chemical  Industries,  Ltd. — Memorandum  of 
association  only  registered  in  Guernsey  April  29.  Capital 
300.000/.,_  in  1/.  shares,  of  which  199,993  are  to  be  issued  a- 
fully  paid.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  develop  inventions, 
patent-rights,  etc.,  relating  to  electricity  and  chemistry.  The 
first  subscribers  are  :  I.  C.  Ozanne,  5  and  6  Court  Row,  Guern- 
sey, accountant;  F.  de  P.  Bienvenu.  1  Court  Row.  Guernsey, 
H.M.'s  Deputy-Serjeant;  T.  B.  Banks.  High  Street.  Guern- 
sey, merchant;  F.  I.  Brownsey.  43  High  Street.  Guernsey, 
printer's  manasrer ;  C.  J.  P.  Ridgwav,  4  Court  Row,  Guern- 
sey, clerk;  A.  Martin.  York  House,  Can  die  Road,  Guernsey, 
merchant;  and  A.  H.  Singleton,  High  Street,  Guernsey, 
hairdresser's  assistant. 

Gratalite.  Ltd.— Capital  1.000/.,  in  800  "A"  shares  of  1/. 
each  and  800  "B"  shares  of  5s.  each.  Objects:  To  acquire 
the  business  of  the  Petrolite  Co..  formerly  carried  on  by 
G.  Durst  and  H.  Hargreaves  at  10  Bournbrook  Road.  Bir- 
mingham, but  lately  transferred  to  Henry  Parker.  Ltd..  whose 
registered  office  is  at  Carlton  House,  High  Street.  Birming- 
ham, to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  said  Henry  Parker. 
Ltd..  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  petrolite-manufacturers, 
ironmongers,  Italian  warehousemen,  oil  and   colour  mer- 
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chants,  chemists,  druggists,  etc.  No  initial  public  issue.  The 
first  directors  are  A.  J.  C.  Thomas  (managing  director),  W.  I. 
Horton,  H.  Parker,  and  H.  Hargreavos.  Registered  office, 
Carlton  House,  High  Street,'  Birmingham. 


Fullers'  Earth  Union,  Ltd. — The  accounts  for  the  year 
show  a  profit  of  7,805/. ,  and  a  dividend  of  7  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares  is  declared. 

Brl'Nner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  directors  have  declared  a 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  past  six  months  at 
the  rate  of  40  per  cent,  per  annum,  making  35  per  cent,  for 
the  vear.  They  have  written  100,000/.  off  leasehold  mines  and 
carry  88,000/.  forward. 

Castner-Kellner  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.— The  net  profit  for  the 
past  year  is  reported  to  be  52,358/.  Most  of  this  is  to  be 
devoted  to  writing  off,  reserve,  and  payment  of  debentures. 
A  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  is  declared 
and  12,797/.  carried  forward. 

Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.— After  writing  off  bad 
debts,  directors'  fees,  and  payment  of  the  preference  divi- 
dends for  the  past  year  in  this  company,  a  dividend  of  10  per- 
cent, per  annum  has  been  declared  on  the  ordinary  shares, 
leaving  the  sum  of  1,314/.  12s.  8cZ.  to  carry  forward. 


Birth. 


Hollingworth.— On  May  2,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Holling- 
worth,  chemist  and  druggist,  83  Oxford  Street,  Liverpool, 
of  a  daughter. 


flftarriaoes. 

Knight— Fox.— At  the  Congregational  Church,  Wood- 
ford, on  May  3.  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Anderton,  M.A., 
Thomas  Henry  Knight  to  Hilda  Kate,  only  daughter  of 
Alderman  C.  E.  Fox,  pharmaceutical  chemist  (W.  Fox  & 
Sons,  Bethnal  Green  Road  and  elsewhere),  of  Westwood, 
Woodford  Green. 

Pollexfen— Macdonald.—  At  the  Congregational  Church, 
Sea  Point,  C.C.,  on  April  12,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Marshall, 
Henry  S.  Pollexfen  (of  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co., 
Cape  Town,  and  formerly  with  Mes'srs.  John  Richardson 
&  Co.,  Leicester.  Ltd.)  to  Florence,  eldest  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Macdonald,  of  Sea  Point,  Cape  Town 


Beatbs. 


Ackrovd. — At  Grandsmere  Place.  Halifax,  on  May  9, 
Mr.  William  Ackroyd,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  borough  analyst  of 
Halifax,  aged  fifty.  Mr.  Ackroyd  was  taken  ill  on  his  way 
to  the  Town  Hall  on  May  8,  and  died  in  a  few  hours  from 
heart- failure.  He  was  well  known  and  respected  by  the 
chemists  of  the  district.  He  was  borough  analyst  for'nine- 
teen  years.  He  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  various 
scientific  journals,  and  taught  chemistry  at  the  Halifax- 
Technical  School.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  an  only  son. 

Cochran.— At  3  Craig  Street.  Dundee,  on  May  2.  Eliza- 
beth Hallyburton,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Cochran,  chemist  and  druggist,  Murraygate,  Dundee. 

Cookson.— At  Lambeth,  on  April  15,  Mr.  William  Cook- 
son,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Greenwich,  a^ed 
fifty-one. 

Crowder.— At  Salford,  on  May  3,  Mr.  Charles  Joseph 
Hughes  Crowder,  chemist  and  druggist  (formerly  of 
Barton-on-Humber).  Mr.  Crowder  had  left  the  drug-busi- 
ness nearly  ten  years  ago.  his  business  having  been  acquired 
by  Mr.  J.  C.  Lee.  Mr.  Crowder  became  a  colliery-agent, 
and  was  found  dead  in  a  chair  in  his  office.  He  had  been 
m  bad  health  for  some  time. 

Jones  —At  Wrexham,  on  May  1,  Mr.  Edward  Thomas 
Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty; 

Lesiter.— The  death  has  just  taken  place  of  Mr.  John 
Lesiter,  of  64  Park  Lane,  Stoke  Newington.  Mr.  Lesiter 
was  formerly  in  business  as  a  wholesale  druggist  at  Mild- 
may  Park.  He  took  great  interest  in  local  matters,  and 
was  a  life  governor  of  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  St. 
Bartholomew's,  and  other  hospitals. 

Oglesby.— At  Micklegate,  York,  on  May  7.  Mr.  Joseph 
Oglesby,  chemist  and  druggist.    Mr.  Oglesby  was  for  thirty 


years  churchwarden  and  feofee  of  St.  Martin-cum-Gregory, 
and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Society  of  York 
Florists. 

Robinson. — At  Glasgow,  on  May  2.  Mr.  Thomas  Robin- 
son, chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-four. 

Roder. — At  Vienna,  on  May  1,  Mr.  Philipp  Roder,  pro- 
prietor and  founder  of  the  well-known  Vienna  wholesale 
drug  firm.  Mr.  Roder  was  born  at  Dresden  in  1831,  and 
began  his  career  as  assistant  with  Messrs.  Gehe  &  Co.  He 
was  afterwards  traveller  for  this  firm.  In  1858  he  founded 
the  wholesale  drug  business  of  Raabe  &  Roder  in  Vienna. 
In  1873  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Roder 
started  business  on  his  own  account,  of  which  latterly  his 
eldest  son,  Mr.  Rudolf  Roder  has  been  manager. 

Rose. — At  Stanhope,  on  April  26.  Mr.  James  Dudfield 
Rose,  chemist  and  druggist  (formerly  of  Durham),  aged 
seventy-five. 

Urquhart. — At  29  Dick  Place.  Edinburgh  (the  residence 
of  her  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Kelman).  on  May  6.  Williamina 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Urquhart,  chemist, 
Aberdeen,  aged  seventy- four. 

Vanderstraaten. — At  Colombo,  on  April  13,  Dr.  J.  L. 
Vanderstraaten,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  medical 
men  in  Ceylon.  Dr.  Vanderstraaten  was  sixty-seven  years 
of  age.  He  learned  dispensing  with  Dr.  Ebenezer  Grace, 
of  Galle,  and  was  afterwards  an  assistant  in  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  Clark  Rower  &  Co.,  chemists.  He  attended  Cal- 
cutta Medical  College,  and  in  1862  came  to  England  as  a 
ship's  surgeon  at  the  time  of  the  American  Civil  War  and 
returned  to  Ceylon  in  the  following  year  with  the  degrees  of 
M.D.  (St.  Andrews),  L.R.C.S.  and  L.M.  (Edinburgh), 
and  L.S.A.  (London).  Ten  years  after  he  took  the 
M.R.C.P.  (Lond.).  As  a  member  of  the  Municipal  Council 
he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  improvement  of  Galle. 
Along  with  his  brothers,  Messrs.  Vincent  and  Marcus  Van- 
derstraaten, the  late  doctor  was  for  some  years  in  the  Nega- 
patam  Jesuit  College. 

Vincent. — At  Watton,  Norfolk,  on  May  3,  Susan  Lee, 
wife  of  Mr.  Lacey  Andrews  Vincent,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  sixty-five. 

Wilkins. —  At  Denbigh  Street,  Llanrwst.  on  May  8,  Mr. 
William  Robert  Wilkins,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty- 
three.  Mr.  Wilkins  was  one  of  the  best-known  chemists  in 
North  Wales.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  tradesmen  in  the 
town,  in  which  he  had  carried  on  business  for  nearly  half 
a  century,  retiring  about  three  years  ago.  He  was  Treasurer 
and  a  prominent  Deacon  of  the  Tabernacle  Congregational 
Church,  and  his  sudden  death  caused  a  painful  sensation 
in  the  town. 


IRcw  Books. 

These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  can  be  supplied,  at  the  published 
price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  application  (with  remittance) 
to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist, "  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Allen,  C.  W.,  and  others.  Radiotherapy  and  Phototherapy. 
Roy.  8vo.   22s.  6(Z.  net.    (H.  Kimpton.) 

Barnet  Book  of  Photography.  8th  edit.  8£x5g.  Pp.312. 
Is.  6(7.  nst.  (Elliott.) 

Bottone,  S.  R.  Electricity  and  Magnetism.  Popular 
Intro.   Rev.  edit.    7  x  5.    Pp.224,   2s.6c7.net.  (Whittaker.) 

Dock,  Lavinia  L.  Text-book  of  Materia  Medico  for  Nurses. 
2nd  edit.    7fx5.    Pp.308.    3s.6t7.net.  (Putnam.) 

Hanke,  V.  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye.  Transl.  by 
J.  H.  Parsons.   Cr.  8vo.   3s.  6(7.  net.    (Hodder  &  S.) 

Pocket  Medical  Formulary.  By  E.  Quin  Thornton.  6th  edit. 
12mo.   7s.  6c?.  net.    ([I.  Kimpton.) 

Rayleigh,  Lord.  On  the  Compressibility  of  Gases  between 
One  Atmosphere  and  Half  an  Atmosphere  of  Pressure.  4to. 
Pp.  22.   Is.  (Dulau.) 

Roger,  G.  H.  Infectious  Diseases,  their  Etiology,  etc. 
Roy.  8vo.    30s.  net.    (H.  Kimpton.) 

Taylor,  A.  S.  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 5th  edit.,  rev.  and  brought  up  to  date  by  Fred.  J. 
Smith.    2  vols.    10^x6^-,.    Pp.  1,920.   36s.net,  (Churchill.) 

Text-book  of  Dental  Pathology.  By  IT.  IT.  Burchard  and 
ethers.   2nd  edit.   Roy.  8vo.   25s.  net."  (H.  Kimpton.) 
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Westminster  TOtsfcom. 

(From  our  Pamamentary  Representative.) 


Companies'  False  Statements. 
Mr.  Lough  figured  as  a  blocker  the  day  before  the  Phar- 
macy Bill  was  down  for  second  reading.  The  False  State- 
ments (Companies)  Bill  is  the  measure  he  objects  to.  It 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Government,  and  dees  not 
refer  to  the  use  of  the  title  "chemists"  by  companies. 

The  Finance  Bill. 
This  measure,  to  give  effect  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Budget  proposals,  extends  to  eight  clauses  and 
a  schedule.  The  first  three  clauses  relate  to  the  duties  on 
tea,  tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits.  The  fourth  abolishes  the 
stamp-duty  on  the  delivery  of  goods  from  a  warehouse  for 
-home  consumption,  and  the  fifth  does  the  like  for  bonds 
given  in  respect  of  the  removal,  transhipment,  carriage 
coastwise,  or  shipment  as  stores  of  any  goods,  also  the 
stamp-duty  under  the  heading  "Delivery  Order"  in  the 
Stamp  Act,  1891.  The  rest  of  the  Bill  deals  with  income- 
tax,  inhabited-house  duty,  and  national  debt.  The 
schedule  describes  the  enactments  repealed  in  sympathy  with 
the  foregoing  provisions. 

Pharmacy  Bill. 
"  Second  reading-  deferred  till  Friday.  23rd  June." 
The  House  on  May  5  got  no  further  than  the  first  Order 
of  the  Day,  which  was  the  Liquor-traffic  Local  Veto  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  the  second  reading  of  which  was  put  off  for  six 
months.    The  Pharmacy  Bill  was  the  eighth  order. 

The  prospects  of  the  second-reading  stage  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  being  reached  during  the  course  of  the  present  Session 
appear  growing  steadily  more  remote. 

The  General  Medical  Council. 
On  Monday  Mr.  Caldwell,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Galloway 
Weir,  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  he  would  take  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  representation  of  laymen  on  the  General  Medical 
Council.  Mr.  Akers-Douglas  in  reply  said  :  "  Under  the 
Medical  Act,  1886,  Section  7,  the  General  Council  consists 
of  members  nominated  by  the  Privy  Council  and  by  the 
Royal  Colleges  and  a  number  of  other  learned  bodies,  and  of 
elected  representatives  of  medical  practitioners.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  Act  to  prevent  the  nominating  bodies  choosing 
laymen;  but  I  am  informed  that  no  representations  have 
ever  reached  the  Privy  Council  Office  in  favour  of  the  course 
proposed  in  the  question." 

The  Commission  on  Tuberculosis. 
Mr.  Channing  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  on  Tuesday  what  is  the  present  position  of 
the  inquiry  being  held  by  the  Commission  on  Tuberculosis ; 
and  when  the  Commission  may  be  expected  to  complete  its 
inquiry  and  report.  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  replied  :  "  I  under- 
stand that  the  Royal  Commission  hopes  to  issue  a  further 
interim  report  towards  the  end  of  the  present  year,  but  it 
is  not  possible  to  say  at  present  when  the  final  report  will 
be  issued." 

Typhoid  Epidemic  at  Lincoln. 
In  reply  to  an  unstarred  question,  put  to  him  by  Mr. 
Jacoby,  as  to  whether  he  intends  to  hold  an  inquiry  at 
Lincoln  into  the  recent  serious  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever, 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  said:  "A  medical  inspector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  visited  Lincoln  and  investigated 
the  causes  of  the  outbreak  referred  to.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  direct  any  further  official  inquiry  on  the  subject." 

Inoculation  of  Soil  with  Bacteria. 
Colonel  Sadler  has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  success  attending  the  inoculation 
of  soil  with  nitrogen  bacteria  in  the  United  States  and  in 
other  countries ;  and  whether  the  experiments  and  investi- 
gations of  the  Board  have  been  alike  encouraging  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  is  intended  to  distribute  the  inoculating  material 
among  agriculturists  of  this  country,  as  is  being  done  abroad. 

Tbade-marks  Bill. 
Mr.  Dalton,  Controller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and 
Trade  Marks,  gave  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee 


of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Trade-marks  Bill  on 
Tuesday.  He  stated  that  the  Board  of  Trade  is  unwilling 
that  questions  as  to  the  user  of  trade-marks  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  at  the  early  stages  of  application 
for  registration,  such  questions  being  fruitful  of  contro- 
versy. When  a  proprietor  of  a  trade-mark  desires  to 
register,  and  the  application  is  refused,  the  proposal  of 
the  Bill  is  that  the  decision  of  the  Registrar  should  be  sub- 
ject to  appeal  to  the  Board.  The  Board  is  not  prepared  to 
take  that  position  up.  It  desires  to  give  the  appli<  ant  the 
right,  if  he  choose,  to  go  direct  to  the  Court.  It  dees  not 
wish  to  hear  him  if  he  do  not  like  to  go  to  it,  but  if  the 
appeal  is  made  and  the  Board  hears  it,  its  decision  should 
be  final ;  and  it  also  reserves  the  right  to  refer  the  case  to  the 
Court  if  it  thinks  it  a  proper  one  to  be  so  sent. 


£rafce=*marks  HppUefc  tfov. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  J,  cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  Ai>ril  19.  1905.) 
"Coryan";    for  chemicals  and  raw  materials.      By  tho 

Badische  Anilin  &  Soda  Fabrik,  Friesenheimerstrasse, 

Ludwigshafen-on-Rhine,  Germany.    271,239,  271.240. 
"RoNGiLITE";   for  chemicals  and  raw  materials.     By  the 

Badische  Anilin  &  Soda  Fabrik,  Friesenheimerstrasse, 

Ludwigshafen-on-Rhine,  Germany.    271.237,  271.238. 
Conventional  plant-form  device;  for  chemicals  and  papers. 

photographic,  etc.    Bv  P.  Leuthardt-Thornton.  ;3  Rydal 

Gardens.  Streatham.  London,  S.W.    270.711,  270.712 
"Rhodite";  for  disinfecting  and  sanitary  compounds.  Kay 

Bros.,  Ltd.,  St.  Petersgate  Mills,  Stockport.  271.221. 
Device  of  a  beer-bottle  imp;  for  a  dipsomania-cure.  By 

N.  O.  Nielsen.  61  Chancery  Lane,  W.C.  267,673. 
Device  of  a  reutile  and  letter  "  U " ;  for  chemicals.  By 

H.  A.  Bull,  3  Buck  Head  Parade.  Mitcham,  Surrey. 

270  233 

"  Komfrene  "  ;  for  a  medicine.    By  A.  S.  Barnfather,  £9  New 

Bridge  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  270,314. 
"  Comfort  "  and  device  of  cupids  ("  Comfort  "  disclaimed) ; 

for  binder  belts.    Bv  C.  J.  Wood,  94  -Crampton  Street, 

London.  S.E.  270.29*1. 
"  M^ltox  "  and  label  device;  for  a  food  substance.    By  tho 

Maltox  Co..  Ltd..  28  Queen  Street,  London.  E.G.  267.461. 
"Ambassador"  ;  for  soap.   Bv  W.  Taylor  &  Co.,  Broughton 

Soap  Works,  Edinburgh.  270,867. 
'•  Bond  of  Union  "  ;  for  soap,  candles,  detergents,  etc.  By 

H.  Becker,  105  Upper  Thames  Street,  London,  E.C. 

270  399. 

"Mercy.""  Aye-aye."  "Fifi,"  "  Shugameth."  and  Ta- 
ta"; for  candles,  soap,  detergents,  etc.  By  the  Vinoba 
Co  ,  Ltd..  Maiden  Crescent,  London,  N.W.  270,857, 
270,915,  270,917,  270.919,  270,968. 

"  Mum  "  ;  for  a  preparation  for  removing  the  odour  from 
perspiration.  Bv  S.  Janet  Deal,  4056  Chestnut  Street. 
Philadelphia,  and  93  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.C. 
268,635. 

"Geisha"  metal  and  leather  polish.  F.  Hermann,  34  Wel- 
lesley  Road,  Croydon.  271,408. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  April  26.  1905.) 
"APPRETOL"  ("Applet"  disclaimed);  for  chemicals.    By  the 

Erste    Wiener    Exportmalzfabrik    Hauser   &  Sobotka, 

50  Bahngasse,  Stadlau.  near  Vienna.  270.632. 
"  GardO,"  "HOFTOS"  ("Hop"  disclaimed),  and  "Sfi.ar"; 

for  chemicals.    Bv  the  Chemical  Union,  Ltd.,  Halifax 

Works,  Ipswich.   270.940,  270.941.  270.942. 
"G^RDO";  for  chemicals.    Bv  the  Chemical  L  n  on.  Ltd., 

Ipswich.  270,940. 
"  Volvox  "  and  device  of  Tolrox  r/lobator:  for  a  med  cino 

powder.  By  A.  C.  Kay,  40  High  Street.  Dover.  268.791. 
Device  of  a  child  with  a  flag;  for  a  porous  plaster.    By  S 

&  Bowne,  Ltd..  10  Stonecutter  Street.  London.  E.C. 

270.006. 

"  Cirola"  ;  for  an  ointment.    Bv  J.  V  dins.  67  Lower  Road, 

Rotherhithe.  London.  S.E.  271.464. 
"  B.  B."  and  spear  and  shield  device;  for  a  medicinal  syrup. 

By  O.  Wallis  &  Co..  189  Wardour  Street.  London,  \Y. 

269,952. 

Combination  of  barrel,  star,  and  label  devices  ;  for  turpen- 
tine. Bv  the  British  Turpentine  Corporation,  Ltd., 
75  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.C.  269,589. 
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By  Xrayser. 

The  Leeds  Stipendiary 

may  be  credited  with  having  studied 
the  Pharmacy  Act  and  literature  connected  with  it  very 
closely  for  the  purpose  of  his  judgment  in  the  Leggett 
cases  reported  last  week.  He  gives  forcible  reasons  for 
his  conclusions,  and  shows  that  he  has  paid  careful  atten- 
tion to  the  views  put  before  him  from  the  opposite  side. 
So  much  it  is  fair  to  concede,  but  many  students  of  the 
Act  will  doubt  whether  his  construction  of  it  is  as  broad- 
minded  or  as  useful  as  it  might  have  been.  We  have  yet 
to  see  whether  the  learned  gentleman  at  Bradford,  whose 
decision  is  due  on  the  day  when  this  paper  appears,  will 
manifest  the  proper  legal  spirit  by  drafting  an  equally 
skilful  interpretation  of  the  law  from  the  converse  point 
of  view.  Forensically,  that  is  what  he  should  do  in  the 
interest  of  all  parties — legal  as  well  as  pharmaceutical — 
and  it  need  not  be  objected  that  such  treatment  of  the 
subject  would  be  unworthy  of  courts  of  justice.  Neither 
justice  nor  public  interests  are  involved.  The  interpreta- 
tion of  the  point  under  discussion  is  a  piece  of  verbal  fence, 
and  nothing  more.  It  is  obvious  on  the  face  of  the  Act 
that  the  purpose  of  dividing  the  poisons  schedule  into 
two  parts  was  to  provide  extra  restrictions  on  the  sale 
of  the  more  dangerous  substances,  and  not  to  inconveni- 
ence the  public  in  respect  of  ordinary  articles  more  than  is 
necessary.  Any  magistrate  or  court  who  can  reconcile 
the  language  of  the  Act  and  previous  decisions  with  this 
object  will  do  a  service  to  the  community. 
The  Aspirin  Patent  Case 

is  a  reminder  of  the  vast  revolu- 
tion in  the  character  of  our  popular  medicines  which  has 
been  witnessed  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 
Half  the  drugs  ordered  in  prescriptions,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  asked  for  over  the  counter,  were  abso- 
lutely unknown  to  the  apprentice  of  thirty  or  forty  years 
ago.  It  would  hardly  be  too  strong  an  assertion  that 
more  new  medicines  have  acquired  reputation  within  the 
last  twenty-five  years  than  were  introduced,  and  are  still 
known,  during  the  pa.st  twenty-five  centuries.  Set  aside 
the  old  remedies  such  as  opium,  scammony,  and  rhubarb, 
of  whose  origin  no  man  knoweth,  and  we  have  bequeathed 
to  us  as  the  result  of  two  thousand  years  of  medical  in- 
vestigation a  few  metals,  a  considerable  number  of  chemi- 
cals, and  a  limited  number  of  famous  drugs  such  as 
quinine,  ipecacuanha,  and  chloroform,  whose  history  it  is 
not  difficult  to  remember.  Who  would  venture  to  give  an 
approximate  estimate  of  the  multitude  of  the  benzene 
derivatives,  of  the  antipyretics,  and  of  the  other  synthetics 
which  have  been  poured  on  us  from  German  factories ;  of 
the  serums,  of  the  organotherapeutical  drugs,  of  the  hyp- 
notics, of  the  glycerophosphates,  of  the  blood-derivatives, 
of  the  derivatives  from  previously  known  alkaloids,  of  the 
vanadates,  of  the  cacodylates,  of  the  albumoses,  and  of 
the  antiseptics  which  the  germ  theory  of  treatment  has 
called  into  being?  What  is  strange,  and  perhaps  con- 
soling, is  that  the  consumption  of  the  old  drugs  is  scarcely, 
if  at  all,  affected  by  all  this  therapeutic  and  chemical 
activity.  Probably  much  about  the  same  number  of  camels 
trudge  over  the  deserts  with  their  loads  of  gums,  drugs, 
and  spices  as  were  engaged  in  the  same  toil  in  the  days  of 
Dioscorides,  or  even  of  Jacob. 
A  Reply  to  the  Boots  Attacks 

vigorously  written  and  pub- 
lished broadcast  would  no  doubt  prove  grateful  and  com- 


forting to  a  large  number  of  chemists  who  smart,  first , 
under  the  injustice  of  finding  themselves,  after  hardly 
earning  their  qualification,  rudely  jostled  by  capitalistic 
arrogance ;  secondly,  from  statements  which,  to  say  the 
least,  are  open  to  stinging  retorts;  and,  thirdly,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  suppression  of  considerations  which  are 
essential  before  a  correct  judgment  can  be  formed.  That 
an  effective  reply  is  possible  no  one  who  knows  the  facts 
can  question,  and  it  would  add  to  its  piquancy  if  it  were 
compiled  by  the  young  man  on  the  staff  of  the  "Times"' 
who  has  already  so  strikingly  demonstrated  his  arith- 
metical accuracy  and  his  political  perspicacity.  I  presume 
that  at  tariff  rates  the  "leading  journal"  is  prepared  to 
hire  out  its  geniuses  to  either  side ;  to  write,  in  fact, 
n'importe  quoi  fur  n'importe  quoi.  The  1,000^.  a  week, 
however,  suggested  by  the  C.  «£■  D.  as  the  probable  cost  of 
this  vengeance,  efficiently  carried  out,  is  an  antipyretic 
of  prompt  action.  And  then  when  the  hot  fit  has  passed 
off,  the  grapes  look  really  sour.  To  reply  to  Mr.  Boot 
would  make  us  "like  unto  him";  and  without  being  far 
gone  on  dignity.  I  do  not  want  to  be  this.  Moreover,  if 
either  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  or  Mr.  Boot  were  to 
spend  fifty  thousand  pounds  a  week  I  do  not  believe  they 
could  create  a  national  feeling  either  for  or  against  the 
Pharmacy  Bill.  The  public  is  simply  not  capable  of 
caring  greatly  for  either  his  or  our  grievances.  Probably 
Mr.  Boot  knows  this,  and  is  only  using  the  Bill  as  a  rope 
whereon  to  hang  his  professions  of  philanthropy.  In  that 
case  I  fancy  he  has  rather  overdone  the  trick.  His  offers 
of  cheap  physic  have  been  smothered  by  his  animosity, 
and  disinterested  people  are  asking  the  question  which 
should  never  follow  the  perusal  of  an  advertisement. 
"  What  is  this  man  driving  at?  " 

The  Definition  of  a  Warranty 

is  disagreeably  raised  by  the  butter 
case  reported  last  week,  and  if  the  Magistrate  is  correct  in 
his  law,  some  of  us  are  living  in  a  fool's  paradise.  In 
the  case  referred  to  a  grocer  bought  butter  from  a  whole- 
sale dealer.  It  was  invoiced  as  pure  butter,  and  on  the 
casks  was  printed  "Guaranteed  pure  butter."  This  seems 
to  bring  it  into  correspondence  with  the  well-known 
vinegar  case  in  which  an  invoice  and  a  branding  were  held 
together  to  constitute  a  warranty.  But  here  the  Magis- 
trate says  it  is  not  sufficient  unless  the  warranty  was 
expressly  stipulated  when  the  contract  was  made.  There 
has  been  a  conflict  between  High  Court  decisions  on  this 
point,  but  the  Committee  which  considered  the  Acts  a  few 
years  ago  did  its  utmost  to  attach  its  fair  share  of  respon- 
sibility to  the  wholesale  dealer  in  these  cases ;  and  the  law 
cannot  be  justly  administered  unless  this  is  done. 
The  Edinburgh  Questions 

are  apparently  to  become  a  regular 
side  show  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  election.  The 
inquirers  do  not  quite  play  the  game,  for  they  give  no 
indication  of  their  own  views  on  the  points  they  raise,  and 
this  is  a  little  hard  on  candidates  who  wish  to  oblige.  The 
most  important  of  the  six  questions  submitted  was  the  last, 
which  was  somewhat  ambiguous,  but  which  probably  meant 
what  the  C.  &  D.  says  it  meant  to  ask — namely,  whether  the 
candidate  would  be  satisfied  with  an  amendment  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  permitting  any  unqualified  person  or  company  to 
own  a  shop  kept  open  for  the  sale  of  poisons  and  dispensing  of 
prescriptions  so  long  as  it  is  managed  by  a  qualified  chemist. 
To  such  a  question  one  would  have  thought  there  could 
have  been  no  answer  but  an  emphatic  NO  from  every  can- 
didate who  had  ever  expressed  approval  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  the  very  essence  of  which  is  the  maintenance  of  the 
principle  of  qualified  proprietorship.  But  of  the  eight 
candidates  whose  replies  to  this  query  are  given,  there  are, 
it  appears,  two  willing  to  accept  such  a  compromise,  one  who 
thinks  it  is  the  most  satisfactory  we  are  likely  to  obtain,  and 
who  therefore  supports  the  present  Bill,  one  who  thinks  it  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  one  who  finds  it  not  suscep- 
tible of  a  plain  Yes  or  No. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CDe  "Sanlias"  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"S ANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS; 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  in 
"Soldis,"   "  Okol,"   "Creocide,"   "  Pinos," 
"Kingzett'a  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,''  ''Formic  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic   Fumigators,"   "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash 
"  Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "Sow  to  Disinfect"  Book  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS "  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


SPRATT'S  PATENT 

DOG 
CAKES. 

Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT'S  PATENT,  Ltd. 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street.  LONDON.  E.C. 
STANDARD  TABLET  CO. 

CASCARA  TABLETS 

SUGAR  COATED.    2  Grains. 

■  (Extract  from  3  year  old  Bark  guaranteed.) 

Bottles  of  25  19  per  dozen. 
Bottles  of  50  3/-  per  dozen. 
Bottles  of  100  4  3  per  dozen. 

Above  Prices  are  for  an  assorted  order  of 
12  doz.    3  dozen  at  3d.  per  doz.  advance. 

A  Chemist's  testimony  (unsolicited) : — 
"I  find  your  Cascara  Tablets  give  a 
more  satisfactory  result  than  any  I  have 
ever  had.    (Signed)  J.  B.  BRODRIBB." 


Standard  Tablet  Co., 
HOVE,  SUSSEX. 


CS-.  s 


MXJMFORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  FineBt  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/ J, 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

oo  /  * 

LLi  cwt 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

15/  owt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATEU  CHALK 

25/  cwt 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA' 

18  /  eft. 

EPSOM    SAL  1  S,  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9  /  cwt 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/cwY 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Trices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILFT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  c*t. 

1  /  lb- 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10£ 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  -200  miles  of 
London  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  » 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  paroela  dell- 
vered  free  on   rail  London  at  above  pricee. 

MILNE'S  DOUBLE  CYANIDE  GAUZE 

(Lister's  Guaranteed). 

MILNE'S  BATTIST, 

The  only  genuine  make. 

MILNE'S  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  BANDAGES 

In  handsomely  Decorated  Tins. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD. 

Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E.  [2] 


JEWSBURY  & 
BROWN'S 

MINERAL 
;  WATERS. 


Ardwick  Green,  Manchester. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Lit  ers  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.   Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.    Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD   W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


MUSCLE  VITALISER  AND  EMBROCATION. 

Chemists  willing  to  assist  in  the  sale  should  write 
immediately,  asking  for  our  Special  Offer. 


Wholesale  Londjn  Agents— J.  SANGER  &  SONS, 
Winsley  Street,  W. 
Sole  Proprietors— BARCLAY,  HOBSON  &  CO.,  La., 

3  Moreton  Street,  MANCHESTER. 


jEMtotual  Comments. 


Our  Foreign  Trade  in  April. 

The  chief  fact  to  be  noted  about  the  Beard  of  Trade 
returns  for  April  is  a  decline  of  1,899,0002.  in  imports,  and 
in  increase  of  653.600/.  in  exports.  April,  as  a  rule,  is 
not  a  good  month  for  trade,  Easter  providing  a  disturbing 
element.  It  is  therefore  all  the  more  satisfactory  to  find 
that  our  exports  continue  to  grow.    The  following  are 
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now  the  totals  for  the  month  and  the  completed  four 


months  of  the  year 


Imports 
Exports  (total) 

(British) 


April. 

£ 

..  43,283,C0) 
...  30.442,000 
...  24,138,000 


£ 

1,899,000 

-  203,000 

-  654,000 


Four  Months. 

£  £ 

Imports    182.816,000  -  1.256,000 

Exports  (total)    129,318,000  +7,785,000 

(British  goods)  ...  102,468,000  +  6,753,000 

The  April  figures  show  an  all-round  decline  in  imports 
of  food,  drink,  and  tobacco  by  750,000/.  Eaw  materials 
also  dropped  by  650,000/.  Gotten  is  less  by  370,000/.,  but 
the  imports  by  weight  actually  increased.  A  remarkable 
decline  of  509,000/.  is  exhibited  in  oil-seeds,  nuts,  oils, 
fats,  and  gums.  It  is  mainly  due  to  diminished  receipts 
of  linsee:!,  rape,  petroleum  and  other  oils,  and  tallow. 
Importations  of  manufactured  articles  are  538,000/.  down, 
to  which  decrease  chemicals  contribute  35,600/.  We 
bought  smaller  quantities  of  bleaching-materials,  borax 
compounds,  sulphur,  saltpetre,  and  cream  of  tartar.  Dis- 
quieting amounts  of  soda  compounds  swell  the  receipts  to 
32.000  cwt.,  and  so  far  this  year  we  have  imported 
143,000  cwt.,  or  30,000  cwt.  more  than  in  1904.  Glycerin, 
sulphuric  acid,  and  tartaric  acid  are  also  growing  items. 
The  extreme  depression  which  has  characterised  quinine 
this  year  is  fully  reflected  in  our  imports,  which  amount  to 
95,000  oz.,  compared  with  237,000  oz.,  and  so  far  this 
year  we  have  a  shrinkage  of  121,000  oz.  The  coal-tar 
dye  figures  are  as  buoyant  as  ever— it  would  indeed  be 
singular  if  they  were  otherwise. 

Glancing  at  the  exports,  the  main  increase  was  in  the 
staple  industries  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire.  Coal 
shows  a  substantial  decline,  and  of  chemicals  69.000/.  less 
was  exported,  but  on  the  four  expired  months  we  have 
still  a  balance  of  122,900/.  to  the  good,  our  exports  being 
well  over  five  millions.  In  this  category  our  trade  in 
drugs  and  medicines  this  year  amounts  in  value  to  464,000/., 
an  improvement  of  22,000/.  on  the  corresponding  figure  of 
1904,  but  still  a  trifle  less  than  1903.  Here,  again,  quinine 
and  quinine  salts  count  in  the  decrease — 9,889/.  worth  as 
compared  with  15,588/.  in  1904.  Less  activity  is  noted 
in  soda  compounds,  but  the  value  of  these  products  is 
well  maintained.  Caustic  soda,  sodium  bicarbonate,  and 
soda  crystals  were  in  better  request  last  month,  but  a 
heavy  decline  is  registered  in  alkali  and  saltcake.  That 
prices  of  soda  compounds  have  been  in  favour  of  sellers 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  values  for  the  four 
months  amount  to  467,532/.,  against  451,432/.  for  1904, 
whereas  the  quantity  exported  this  year  is  34,100  cwt. 
less  than  last  year.  The  present  month  will  probably 
show  an  improvement  in  heavy  chemicals,  as  allowance  on 
this  occasion  has  to  be  made  for  Easter.  Among  mis- 
cellaneous items  the  trade  in  aerated  waters  is  distinctly 
growing,  our  exports  this  year  having  amounted  to 
279,297  dozen  bottles,  which  is  an  increase.  In  soap  there 
is  also  improved  business,  and  four  months'  figures  now 
amount  to  456,557  cwt.  (450,500/.).  Only  13,392  cwt.  of 
this  consisted  of  toilet-soap.  Re-exports  include  diminished 
quantities  of  cinnamon  and  pepper,  but  unenumerated 
spices  advanced  by  1,555,000  lbs.,  and  of  ginger  7,802  cwt. 
have  been  exported  this  year.  The  saccharin  figures 
vary  considerably,  the  shipments  being  about  half — viz., 
7.690  oz. — what  they  were  during  the  first  four  months 
of  1904.  The  trade  in  shellac  is  assuming  more  normal 
proportions  now  that  the  speculative  element  has  been 
eliminated,  and  the  lower  range  of  prices  has  been  hailed 


with  satisfaction  by  consumers.  Last  month  9,441  cwt. 
was  exported,  the  value  of  which  amounted  to  64,934/., 
whereas  in  April  last  year  only  7,828  cwt.  was  shipped, 
but  the  value  was  70.754/.  Gum  arabic  is  4,000  cwt, 
better  so  far  this  year  in  exports,  but  the  high  prices  now 
asked  in  producing  countries  whittled  down  the  imports  by 
4,000  cwt.  in  April,  although  for  the  four  months  the 
imports  are  24,355  cwt.  against  20,675  cwt.  Exports  of 
quicksilver  are  up  106,000  lbs.  on  the  month,  and  on  the 
four  months  the  increase  is  135,000  lbs.  Among  re-exports 
of  chemicals  increased  quantities  of  glycerin,  muriate  of 
ammonia,  saltpetre,  tartaric  acid,  and  unenumerated 
chemicals  have  been  shipped,  cream  of  tartar  akne  ex- 
hibiting a  decline.  Only  300  oz.  of  foreign-made  quinine 
and  quinine  salts  were  re-exported  as  compared  with 
21.748  oz.  in  April  1904,  which  is  almost  as  good  as  the 
total  amount  exported  this  year — viz.,  22,360  oz. 

The  accounts  contain  an  analysis  of  our  colonial  and 
foreign  trade  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  from  which 
we  gather  that  the  recent  boom  in  our  exports  is  almost 
confined  to  foreign  trade,  as  the  following  figures  show  : 

1903         1904  1905 

Mill.  £  Mill.  £  Mill.  £ 

To  foreign  countries   44.0         44.9  50.5 

To  British  possessions        ...    28.7         27.3  27.8 

Looking  at  the  import  figures,  we  find  totally  opposite 
results  as  follows  : 

1903         1904  1905 
Mill.  £     Mill.  £     Mill  £ 

From  foreign  countries  ...  109.7  110.6  105.8 
From  British  possessions    ...    23.9         28.2  33.7 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  we  are  increasing  our  exports 
to  foreign  countries  we  are  taking  less  from  them  in  return. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  are  buying  more  than  ever  from 
our  Colonies,  but  they  are  not  increasing  their  purchases 
from  us.  India,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand  make  the 
largest  contributions  to  the  increased  imports,  and  the 
export  figures  show  that  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
purchased  364,000/.  less  from  us  during  the  quarter  on  a 
total  of  5,600,000/.  This  is  one  of  the  little  inconsistencies 
of  trade  which  our  compatriots  across  the  sea  should 
think  about. 


"A  Private  Member's  Bill." 

The  notes  which  were  "prepared  by  a  member  of  the 
'  Times '  advertising  staff  mainly  from  information  sup- 
plied by  the  Drug  Companies'  Association,  Ltd.,"  con- 
cluded in  the  "Times"  advertising-pages  last  Saturday. 
The  second  of  the  series  was  entitled  "  An  Introspect,"  and 
it  was  a  very  effective  criticism  of  the  registration  clauses 
of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  the  chief  deduction  from  them  being 
that  under  the  clauses,  if  enacted,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  will  or  may  make  regulations  which  may  lead  to 
the  de-registration  of  assistants  to  limited  companies.  No- 
thing so  absurd  has  ever  been  contemplated,  but  there  is 
a  good  deal  in  the  clauses  to  justify  criticism.  We  stated 
when  the  Bill  was  first  made  public  that  the  provisions 
would  be  unduly  harassing  on  all  whom  they  concerned,  and 
we  are  still  of  that  opinion,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
registration  of  shops,  which  is  almost  a  reversal  of  the 
principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  There  is  some  danger  in 
establishing  a  new  principle  that  only  at  certain  specified 
places  shall  poisons  be  sold.  It  is  the  qualification  of  the 
seller  (as  defined  by  Sections  15  and  17)  with  which  we  and 
the  public  are  chiefly  concerned.  The  clauses  are  amateurish 
and  cumbrous,  but  we  have  been  content  to  keep  silence  in 
respect  to  them  in  the  hope  that  the  Bill  might  reach  a 
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Select  Committee  who  would  consider  all  points  and  adopt 
what  is  for  the  common  good.  This  is  exactly  what  the 
companies  are  using  every  effort  to  avert.  The  third  of  the 
series  of  advertisements  on  the  Bill  was  entitled  "  Its 
Effect  on  the  Public,  if  Enacted."  It  is  impossible  to  de- 
scribe this  as  anything  else  than  an  empty  rocket.  Half  of 
the  advertisement  is  one  for  Messrs.  Boots  and  reiterates 
statements  about  the  position  the  companies  are  in  to 
supply  drugs  and  dispense  medicines  at  cheaper  rates  than 
other  traders.  It  plays  upon  this  with  a  view  to  getting  the 
public  to  oppose  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  or  to  patronise  Boots' 
shops— which,  is  not  quite  clear;  and  that  is  where  the 
series  of  advertisements  fail  in  their  mission,  notwithstand- 
ing the  high-flown  conclusion  that  "  The  Bill  is  simply  aimed 
at  trade  competitors  and  is,  moreover,  inimical  to  the 
common  weal." 

Apart  from  this  blast,  Mr.  Boot  as  "  Chairman,  Drug 
Companies  Association,"  issued  to  members  of  Parliament 
on  May  1  a  circular  letter  headed  "Unworthy  Tactics," 
and  giving  "a  short  statement"  with  respect  to  the  Bill, 
from  which  we  quote  : 

THE  PROMOTERS  OF  THE  BILL. 

The  Bill  is  promoted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
which  is  not,  as  its  name  suggests,  a  body  of  "  potent,  grave, 
and  reverend  seigneurs,"  but  for  practical  purposes  a  body 
of  retail  chemists  entirely  bent  on  maintaining,  if  possible, 
a  monopoly  of  the  retail  sale  of  all  drugs  in  this  country. 

THE  ALLEGED  INTENTION  OF  THE  BILL. 

The  safety  of  the  public  is  the  reason  the  Society  alleges 
for  the  promotion  of  the  Bill.  The  plea  is  invalid  when  it  is 
known  that  the  safety  of  the  public  is  just  as  fully  secured 
by  the  companies  at  whom  the  Bill  is  aimed  as  by  the  private 
chemists.  Companies  are  legally  obliged  to  carry  on  tho 
business  of  chemists  as  defined  by  the  existing  Pharmacy 
Acts  at  each  of  their  retail  shops  under  the  supervision  of  a 
chemist  qualified  by  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  any  penalties  enforceable  on  a  private  in- 
dividual chemist  are  enforceable  on  a  company. 

Mr.  Boot  proceeds  to  mention  his  letter  as  printed  in  the 
C.  <L-  D.  of  April  22,  which,  he  says,  was  communicated  to 
but  not  printed  by  the  official  organ  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  from  which  journal  of  March  25 
he  quotes  the  advice  as  to  approaching  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  which  Mr.  Boot  refers  to  as  "  The  Craft  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  " ;  then  he  goes  on  to  say  : 

A  FLANK  ATTACK. 

This  is  quite  in  the  style  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
connection  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  They  purport  to  be 
attacking  the  companies  directly  with  the  object  of  ensuring 
•  the  public  safety,  but  really  it  is  a  flank  attack  in  order  to 
cripple  the  companies.  Meanwhile,  the  private  chemists 
must  say  nothing  about  securing  their  monopoly,  but  make 
a  good  deal  of  noise  about  the  public  safety. 

Advice  has  been  given  before  to  private  chemists  to  leave 
it  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council;  that  the  Council  will 
make  out  a  case  for  ensuring  the  public  safety,  and,  if  the 
private  chemists  will  lie  low  and  say  nothing  except  about 
the  safety  of  the  public,  it  will  be  best  for  their  monopoly  in 
the  long  run.  . 

This  statement  of  the  shuffling  methods  of  the  Society 
remains  on  record,  and  cannot  be  controverted.  I  trust  the 
members  will  therefore  assess  the  Bill  and  its  promoters  at 
their  true  value. 

Comment  upon  these  assertions  is  quite  unnecessary,  but 
we  repeat  the  fact  that  the  circular  was  addressed  to 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  tha  most  distin- 
guished legislative  assembly  in  the  world,  a  body  of 
gentlemen,  who  may  occasionally  indulge  in  strong  lan- 
guage, but  who  strongly  resent  being  addressed  in  that 
manner  by  outsiders.  Mr.  Boot  would  serve  his  own 
cause  and  that  of  his  co-members  on  the  Drug  Companies' 
Association  better  by  dropping  his  recent  tactics  and 
pressing  forward  the  Pharmacy  Bill  to  the  Committee 
stage,  when  all  sides  would  be  heard  and  a  workable 
amendment  of  the  law  obtained. 


Pharmaceutical  Council  Election. 

We  received  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  three  further  sets 
of  replies  to  the  questions  set  to  Council  candidates  by  the 
Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  (see 
C.  &  D.,  May  6,  p.  693).  We  were  distinctly  under  the  im- 
pression when  we  printed  replies  last  week  that  these  were 
all,  and  we  feel  that  some  unfairness  (for  which  we  are 
not  responsible)  may  have  been  done  to  candidates  who  have 
since  replied. 

Mr.  Carteighe  has  written  the  following  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association  : 

In  response  to  your  request  for  answers  to  certain  ques- 
tions formulated  by  your  Association,  I  hope  you  will  not. 
misunderstand  me  if  I  say  that  I  cannot  conscientiously 
give  categorical  replies  to  any  such  series  of  set  questions. 
I  take  it  that  the  business  of  a  good  councillor  is  to  deal 
intelligently  with  political  exigencies  as  they  arise,  and  it 
would  appear  to  me  that  to  give  pledges  beforehand — and 
to  a  large  extent  they  must  be  blind  pledges — must  neces- 
sarily restrict  one's  freedom  of  judgment  and  diminish  his 
value  as  an  adviser.  With  many  of  the  views  of  your  Asso- 
ciation I  am  in  sympathy,  and  even  where  I  differ,  it  is  not 
possible  for  me  to  say  whether  further  information  or  the 
progress  of  events  might  not  cause  me  to  come  to  your  way 
of  thinking.  I  would  therefore  ask  you  to  urge  your 
members  to  pick  the  best  man  they  can  to  represent  them 
on  the  Council,  but  to  leave  such  men  as  free  as  possible  in 
the  exercise  of  their  judgment  and  common-sense  when  they 
are  councillors. 

Mr.  John  Harrington  states  that  he  would  consider 
any  scheme  of  territorial  representation;  he  is  in  favour  of 
the  division  of  the  Minor  examination ;  says  the  education 
of  the  seller  of  poisons  is  undoubtedly  the  most  effectual 
means  of  securing  the  safety  of  the  public ;  and  would  limit 
the  sale  of  poisons  to  qualified  chemists.  He  thinks  there 
is  no  chance  of  obtaining  disciplinary  powers,  and  says 
"  No  "  to  the  catchy  sixth  question.  Mr.  C.  J.  Park  replies 
to  the  questions  at  greater  length  than  we  have  room  for. 
He  says  "  No"  to  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme  and  the  division  of 
the  Minor,  maintains  the  principle  of  the  qualification  of  the 
vendor  of  poisons,  and  would  abolish  the  exemption  of 
crystallised  carbolic  acid.  He  does  not  think  that  useful 
disciplinary  powers  can  be  obtained,  and  thinks  that  with 
the  proper  safeguarding  of  titles  it  would  be  satisfactory  to. 
have  the  managers  of  shops  where  poisons  are  sold  and  pre- 
scriptions dispensed  qualified  persons.  (We  think  MrJ 
Park  has  not  perceived  the  significance  of  Question  6.) 

Last  week  we  offered  a  guinea  for  a  postcard  giving  the 
best  forecast  of  the  state  of  the  poll  when  it  is  declared  cn» 
Thursday,  May  18.  The  competition  closed  on  Wednesday, 
and  the  excellent  collection  of  cards  sent  in  (representing 
practically  all  parts  of  the  country)  enable  us  to  gauge  the 
feeling  of  the  voters.  The  order  in  which  the  cards  place 
the  candidates  is  as  follows  : 

1.  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe,  London. 

2.  Mr.  John  F.  Harrington,  London. 

3.  Mr.  Alfred  Southall,  Birmingham. 

4.  Mr.  J.  R.  Young,  Warrington. 

5.  Mr.  John  Harrison,  Sunderland. 

6.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

7.  Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  Plymouth. 

8.  Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant,  Leeds. 

9.  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering,  London. 

10.  Mr.  William  Giles,  Aberdeen. 

11.  Mr.  F.  W.  Truman,  London. 

12.  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw,  Huddersfield. 

Only  seven  will  be  elected.  How  far  the  above  order  wili 
be  realised  another  week  will  show.  The  poll  three  years 
ago  was  as  under,  and  we  have  added  the  positions  occupied 
then  or  since  by  other  candidates  according  to  the  votes 
they  received  : 

1.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Joues. 

2.  Mr.  J.  Harrison. 

3.  Mr.  M.  Carteighe. 

4.  Mr.  J.  R.  Young. 
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5.  Mr.  C.  J.  Park. 

6.  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington. 

7.  Mr.  A.  Southall. 

8.  Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant,  1,579. 

9.  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw,  896. 
10.  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering,  822 

(reduced  to  745  in  1904). 
Messrs.  Giles  and  Truman  have  not  previously  sought  the 
suffrages  of  the  electors.  Mr.  Hobbs  succeeded  Mr.  W.  S. 
Olyn-Jones  on  his  retirement.  The  chief  interest  in  the 
present  contest  lies  not  in  any  common  desire  to  replace  one 
or  more  of  the  retiring  members  with  others,  but  in  the 
■contest  between  Mr.  Sargeant  and  Mr.  Walshaw,  Yorkshire 
candidates.  This  is  mainly  personal,  and  is  not  likely  to  do 
either  of  them  any  good.  Otherwise  the  contest  was  likely 
to  have  passed  featureless,  but  at  the  last  moment  an  attack 
on  Mr.  Carteighe  has  commenced,  chiefly  on  the  invitation 
of  some  too  zealous  persons  in  official  circles.  The  chief 
cause  of  complaint  is  that  a  medicinal  speciality  owned  by 
Mr.  Carteighe's  firm  is  not  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  but  it  is 
also  stated  that  he  is  responsible  for  the  twenty  years' 
inaction  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  on  the  company 
question.  It  is  apparent  from  our  postcard  vote  that  these 
views  are  not  generally  held. 

Cod-liver  Oil  for  Babies, 

Some  who  read  Messrs.  Scott  &  Bowne's  recent  adver- 
tisements recommending  Scott's  Emulsion  for  babies 
teething  were  prone  to  smile,  but  Dr.  E.  Symes  Thomp- 
son in  his  Gresham  College  lecture  last  week  testified  to 
the  value  of  cod-liver  oil,  saying  that  he  has  found  it 
amazingly  successful  in  promoting  the  growth  of  teeth 
in  children.  We  learn  from  Messrs.  Scott  &  Bowne  that 
they  have  hundreds  of  letters  from  mothers  stating  that 
it  eases  teething  as  well.  The  fact  should  be  better  known 
than  it  is. 

"A  Telling  Record." 

This  is  the  title  which  our  publisher  gives  this  week  to  a 
page  in  the  Coloured  Supplement.  In  our  small  advertise- 
ment department  there  is  an  arrangement  whereby  replies 
to  advertisements  may  be  addressed  to  our  office,  and  we 
forward  such  replies  to  the  advertisers.  Naturally  we  thus 
learn  how  many  replies  are  received  to  these  advertisements, 
and  last  week  to  96  the  publisher  received  over  500  replies. 
He  tells  in  the  Supplement  where  they  came  from,  and  it  is 
perfectly  obvious  that  it  is  very  good  business  indeed  to 
make  use  of  our  Supplement  for  ordinary  trade  wants,  such 
as  the  sale  or  purchase  of  businesses,  situations  open  and 
wanted,  and  sale  or  exchange  of  trade  goods,  apparatus, 
books,  etc. 

Telephonic  Infection. 

Since  the  telephone  became  one  of  the  daily  necessities 
of  life  it  has  been  repeatedly  suggested  that  the  mouth- 
pieces of  public  telephones  form  a  fruitful  means  for  the 
spread  of  disease,  tuberculosis  and  diphtheria  being  specifi- 
<ally  mentioned,  and  the  General  Post  Office  lately  adopted 
an  antiseptic  cap  for  mouthpieces  on  the  strength  of  these 
suggestions.  Dr.  Collingridge,  the  City  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  has  just  reported  to  the  Corporation  of  London 
the  results  of  investigations  by  Dr.  Klein  into  the  matter. 
Twelve  mouthpieces  from  public  call  offices  were  bacterio- 
iogically  examined,  and  found  to  be  free  from  tubercle 
and  diphtheria  bacilli,  and  the  medical  afficer  concludes, 
therefore,  that  the  alarm  raised  had  no  foundation  in  fact. 
There  are.  however,  abour  four  hundred  or  more  public 
call  offices  in  the  City,  and  it  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
the  number  of  tests  is  hardly  sufficient  to  render  the  con- 
clusion drawn  a  reliable  one.  The  practical  result  of  the 
matter  is  that  the  telephone  company  has  promised  the 
medical  officer  that  the  ventilation  of  the  call  boxes  shall 


be  improved  and  that  they  shall  be  lined  with  a  material 
which  will  allow  dust  to  be  more  completely  removed  than 
is  at  present  possible. 

Some  Great  Chemists. 

This  month's  issue  of  the  "Journal"  of  the  Chemical 
Society  is  exceptionally  interesting,  as  it  contains  fully  a 
hundred  pages  of  biographical  and  kindred  contributions. 
First  is  the  Wislicenus  Memorial  Lecture  by  Professor 
W.  H.  Perkin,  with  an  excellent  portrait,  and  following 
it  a  report  of  the  annual  meeting,  with  Professor  Tilden's 
observations  on  the  relation  of  specific  heat  to  atomic  weight 
in  elements  and  compounds,  perhaps  his  most  learned  contri- 
bution to  science;  then  follow  obituary  notices.  Mr.  John 
Spiller,  a  fellow-student  with  Sir  Frederick  Abel  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Science,  writes  in  a  charming  manner  of 
that  noted  chemist  and  administrator,  Professor  Tilden  con- 
tributes an  appreciation  of  Lobry  de  Bruyn,  the  Dutch 
chemist,  and  one  of  Dr.  John  Hall  Gladstone,  which  ex- 
hibits affectionate  regard  for  the  man  as  well  as  an  estima- 
tion of  the  chemist.  A  biography  of  Sir  Edward  Frank- 
land  by  Professor  Herbert  Macleod  takes  the  place  of  the 
memorial  lecture  delivered  by  Professor  H.  E.  Armstrong, 
who,  it  is  understood,  declined  to  excise  certain  portions 
from  the  MS.  for  publication.  Dr.  Markownikoff's  life 
is  sketched  by  Professor  E.  J.  Mills,  and  Dr.  Alexander 
Scott  gives  a  brief  review  of  Lord  Play  fair's  life;  the  series 
being  concluded  with  an  intimate  account  of  the  life  and 
work  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Williamson  by  Professor  Carey  Foster. 
The  most  striking  characteristic  which  the  sketches  of 
British  chemists  reveal  is  the  influence  which  three  of  them 
had  on  the  public  good.  Abel,  Frankland,  and  Play  fair 
are  a  remarkable  trio  so  far  as  their  influence  upon  chemi- 
cal science  is  concerned,  but  each  of  them  served  the 
country  well  in  different  departments — Frankland  best  of 
all.  for  to  him  we  owe  a  not-to-be-forgotten  debt  to  public 
health  through  his  work  on  water-supply  and  sewage- 
disposal. 

Lead  as  an  Abortefacient 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  Yorkshire  branch  of  the  B.M.  A. 
at  Bradford,  Dr.  Arthur  Hall,  of  Sheffield,  suggests  that 
"the  quack  and  the  patent-pill  vendor"  have  discovered 
in  lead  an  effective  abortefacient.  His  attention  was  first 
called  to  the  subject  by  several  cases  of  acute  plumbism  in 
his  care,  the  patients  being  women,  all  of  child-bearing  age, 
whose  occupation  could  not  be  made  accountable  for  the 
lead-poisoning  symptoms.  He  could  for  some  time  discover 
no  direct  proof  that  abortefacient s  had  been  deliberately  used 
by  women  so  affected,  but  in  one  instance  he  obtained  an 

admission  that  "Dr.   's  famous  female  pills"  had  been 

taken.  A  quantitative  analysis  of  these  pills  showed  the 
quantity  of  lead  in  one  pill  to  be  0.00058  grain.  This  quan- 
tity, he  points  out,  though  small,  when  eight  pills  a  day  are 
taken  (as  recommended  on  the  label)  amounts  to  ^l-^  grain  of 
lead  a  day — a  quite  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  symptom:-, 
of  plumbism.  Two  other  varieties  of  "female  pills" 
analysed  each  contained  a  small  quantity  of  lead.  He  then 
gives  details  of  thirty  cases  of  marked  and  indisputable 
lead-poisoning  in  women,  married  and  single.  In  twelve  of 
these  cases  the  women  admitted  having  taken  pills  to  procure 
abortion.    In  some  cases  diachylon  was  used,  but  "Mrs. 

O.'s  pills"  and  "Nurse   's  pills"  were  employed  by 

others;  one  woman  admitted  having  taken  sixty-one  pills  in 
one  week.  Dr.  Hall  finds  it  difficult  to  suggest  a  remedy  for 
what  he  is  convinced  is  a  growing  evil.  Pill-vendors  can 
hardly  be  prosecuted  for  selling  a  drug  contained  in  one  of 
the  pills  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  spreading  of  the 
knowledge  that  lead  is  an  abortefacient  may  do  more  harm 
than  good,  and  the  only  good  that  can  be  done  apparently  is 
to  impress  upon  patients  the  permanent  dangers  to  which 
I  they  are  exposing  themselves. 
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association  affairs. 


Association  Ballads. 

The  Purpose. 
The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  joes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treach' rous  work — ■ 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

LXVIII.    SUSSEX  (EAST). 
There  lived  three  Smiths,  so  I've  been  told 
(Where  preps,  are  barred,  but  drugs  are  sold), 
And  their  opinions  free  and  bold 

With  the  selected  few  rank. 
Anon  the  prophet's  garb  they  don 
And  politics  dilate  upon; 
And  one  is  Sidney,  one  is  John, 
And  t' other's  name  is  Ewbank  ; 
And  there  are  none 
Like  Sidney,  John, 
And  Presidential  Ewbank. 
Now  oft  they  meet  at  Warrior  Square, 
And  other  brethren  gather  there, 
Like  Robbins,  Vint,  and  Rossit-aire, 

From  Ecclesbourne  or  Hastings; 
Or  at  the  "  Edinbro'  :'  they  dine, 
And,  'twixt  the  walnuts  and  the  wine, 
They  toast  the  Bloomsb'ry  Joss  divine 
And  give  poor  Jesse  bastings. 
They  build  a  shrine 
To  Joss  divine, 
But  give  the  Outlaw  bastings. 

When  Wimshurst  journeys  from  Bex-hill 
The  Fairlight  Glen  is  peaceful  still, 
But  Bolshaw,  Dawes,  and  Perrett  trill, 

Like  baritones  and  tenors; 
Some  work  their  woe  on  C.O.D., 
Then  ramble  by  the  restless  sea 
Or  sing  a  song  of  Pharmacy 

To  somnolent  St.  Leonards, 
But  woe  is  me  ! 
'Tis  hard,  you  see, 

To  find  a  rhyme  for  "  Leonards." 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  156  King  Street,  Yar- 
mouth, on  Thursday  evening,  May  4.  The  President 
(Mr.  Harvey  Palmer)  was  in  the  chair,  and  most  of  the 
members  were  present.  The  principal  business  was  the 
Council  election.  It  was  decided  to  support  Messrs. 
Hobbs  and  Sargeant  and  a  third  candidate  if  voters 
desired. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  report  and  statement  of  accounts  of  this 
Association  have  been  sent  to  the  members,  together  with 
notice  of  the  annual  meeting  on  May  16.  The  report  is  a 
diary  of  the  doings  of  the  Association  from  April  28,  1904, 
to  April  27,  1905,  with  a  report  from  the  librarian.  The 
library  is  apparently  not  used  to  any  extent.  The  Associa- 
tion numbers  175  members. 


York  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Old  George  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
evening.  May  3,  Mr.  Lupton  (President)  in  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present  Messrs.  Saville,  Sowray,  Walker,  Myers, 
Batty,  Newey,  Dewhirst.  Wood,  Steedman,  Burgin,  Atkin- 
son, and  Woodhouse.  The  rules  drawn  up  by  the  Com- 
mittee were  fully  discussed  and  approved.  It  was  decided 
to  accept  the  Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association's  invita- 
tion to  send  two  delegates  to  their  next  meeting,  to  be  held 
on  May  12,  and  Messrs.  Saville  and  Wood  were  appointed. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Albert  Hall,  Stockport,  on 
Wednesday,  May  3,  Mr.  William  Dodge  in  the  chair. 
Messrs.  Buckley,  Royse,  Orrell,  Dunlop,  Gee,  Forbes, 
Nicholson,  and  Hick  were  also  present. 

Mr.  Orrell  proposed,  and  Mr.  Gee  seconded,  that  a  vote 
of  sympathy  be  sent  to  Mr.  Nicholson  on  the  death  of  his 


father.  The  following  matters  were  also  discussed — viz., 
Council  election,  Rankin's  ointment,  Easton's  syrup,  and  the 
Poison  Schedule. 

Mr.  Forbes  proposed  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  until 
the  first  Wednesday  in  October,  and  this  was  agreed  to. 


Leicester  Chemists'  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  Winn's  Cafe,  Market 
Place,  Leiiester,  on  Tuesday,  May  2,  when  about  thirty 
members  and  ladies  assembled  to  hear  a  lantern-lecture 
on  "A  Visit  to  Switzerland,"  by  Mr.  Lewis  Rodhouse. 
Mr.  W.  Rowe  (President)  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Rod- 
house  gave  a  most  interesting  lecture  upon  a  short  tour 
he  took  last  year,  and  illustrated  it  with  about  ninety 
lantern-slides  showing  the  chief  points  of  interest,  in- 
cluding several  of  Paris,  w-hich  he  visited  on  the  return 
journey.  The  slides  were  excellent,  and  the  lecture  was 
greatly  entertaining  to  the  company  present.  At  the  con- 
clusion Mr.  Thirlby  proposed,  and  Mr.  Clear  seconded, 
a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer,  which  was  heartily 
accorded,  as  was  also  one  to  the  lanternist,  Mr.  Murray, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Leicester  Photographic  Society, 
which  Society  was  also  thanked  for  the  loan  of  the  lantern 
and  screen.  Mr.  Rowe  afterwards  said  he  regretted  that 
more  members  were  not  present,  but  hoped  that  there 
would  be  better  attendances  at  further  open  meetings 
which  are  being  arranged. 


Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Me  eting  w'as  held  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Leeds, 
on  Thursday,  May  4,  Mr.  G.  W.  Woifolk  (President)  in 
the  chair.    Mr.  F.  W.  Hollingworth  read  a  paper  on 

The  Potential  Value  of  the  Chemist's  Individuality. 
He  did  not  consider  that  at  the  present  time  chemists 
enjoy  that  confidence  and  respect  of  the  public  to  which 
they  are  entitled  as  a  body  of  educated  men,  but  thought 
that  many  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  chemists 
labour  could  be  modified  or  removed  by  exercise  of  indi- 
viduality. He  suggested  that  chemists  should  concern 
themselves  in  various  ways  in  the  life  of  the  people,  with 
the  object  of  educating  the  public  to  a  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  the  pharmacist  is  a  gentleman  of  education  and  capa- 
city. The  scientific  knowledge  possessed  by  the  average 
pharmacist  gives  him  special  opportunity  of  preparing  popu- 
lar scientific  lectures.  A  discussion  followed,  in  which  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Beacock,  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  Mr. 
Pollitt,  Mr.  Rollin,  and  Mr.  Calverley  took  part  ;  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hollingworth  was  carried  unani- 
mously. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  very  generous  promises 
of  support  for  the  candidature  of  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant 
were  being  received.  While  the  North  of  England  is  going 
very  well  for  Mr.  Sargeant,  there  are  substantial  promises, 
also,  from  London.  He  thought  there  is  a  very  good  chance 
of  Mr.  Sargeant  being  elected  this  time. 


West  Riding  Federation  of  Chemists' 
Associations. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel.  Wakefield, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  May  9,  Mr.  W.  Pollard  (President) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  representatives  were  present  of  the 
Leeds,  Dewsbury,  Wakefield,  Bradford,  Halifax,  Hudders- 
field  and  Barnsley  Associations. 

Referring  to  criticism  of  the  Federation's  selection  of  a 
Council  candidate,  the  President  emphatically  declared  that 
nothing  had  been  done  which  was  not  strictly  constitu- 
tional. 

Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw  moved  that  the  Federation  should 
become  a  branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  advo- 
cated generally  the  establishment  of  local  branches  of  the 
Society.  He  thought  this  could  be  done  without  coercing 
members  of  associations  into  becoming  members  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society.  He  told  the  meeting  how  the  British 
Medical  Association  works  its  similar  scheme  where,  how- 
ever, membership  of  the  B.M.A.  is  essential.  Alderman 
Dunn  (Bradford)  deprecated  any  change,  and  failed  to  see 
any  advantage  in  Mr.  Walshaw's  proposal.   Mr.  F.  Pilking- 
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ton  Sargeant  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  moved  that  the 
discussion  be  adjourned  sine  die.  Mr.  Worfolk  said  there  is 
not  the  slightest  resemblance  between  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  the  B.M.A.,  and  after  remarks  from  other 
speakers  Mr.  Walshaw  withdrew  his  motion.  This  was  all 
the  business. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel,  Wolver- 
hampton, on  Wednesday.  May  3,  at  9  p.m.  There  were 
present  Messrs.  F.  J.  Gibson  (President),  Cross  (Shrews- 
bury), Gerrard,  Thompson  (Birmingham),  Bowdler.  Good- 
win, Fellows,  Coombe,  Weaver,  Willcock,  Foster,  Warner, 
Phillips.  Dunn,  and  Coleman.  An  address  was  delivered 
by  Mr.  W.  Gowen  Cross,  his  first  remarks  being  on 

The  Poison  Schedule. 
He  referred  to  the  decisions  given  at  Leeds  on  the  previous 
day,  saying  that  every  pronouncement  of  the  law  is  valuable 
to  those  who  have  to  observe  it.  He  then  spoke  of  the  pro- 
posed additions  to  the  Schedule,  remarking  that  chemists 
can  now  look  back  to  the  Poi-:on  Committee's  report  with 
satisfaction,  for,  notwithstanding  the  great  influences  which 
had  been  brought  to  bear  detrimentally  against  chemists  as 
distributors  of  poisons,  a  Poison  Bill  to  fulfil  the  majority 
report  of  the  Committ?e  has  not  seen  the  light  of  day.  He 
predicted  that  so  long  as  the  1868  Act  is  administered  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  we  shall 
hear  no  more  of  new  Poison  Acts  unless  it  be  one  to  still 
further  restrict  the  sale  of  poisons  and  confine  them  more 
closely  to  qualified  hands.  Mr.  Cross  pointed  out  the  danger 
of  chemists  not  appreciating  their  position,  and  refusing  to 
dispense  or  sell  poisons  required  for  perfectly  legitimate 
purposes.  He  then  proceeded  to  speak  about  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  next  dealt  with  the  Council  Election,  referring 
individually  to  Mr.  Hobbs  only,  who,  he  said,  is  "  the 
latest  thoroughly  good  and  capable  addition"  to  the 
Council. 

A  discussion  was  opened  by  Mr.  Gerrard,  and  he  was 
followed  by  the  President,  Mr.  Coleman,  and  Mr.  Thomp- 
son; Mr.  Cross  being  cordially  thanked  for  his  remarks. 


Chemical  Society. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Burlington  House.  W..  on  Thursday, 
May  4,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  Professor  Raphael 
Meldola,  F.R.S. 

Sodium  Alum 

was  the  title  of  the  first  paper,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  M. 
Wadmore.  The  statements  in  text-books  regarding  this 
material  are.  the  author  explained,  somewhat  contradictory, 
one  set  of  writers  affirming  its  existence  and  the  other  deny- 
ing it.  Mr.  Wadmore  found  no  difficulty  in  preparing 
sodium  alum  by  merely  mixing  aqueous  solutions  of  sodium 
and  aluminium  sulphates  in  molecular  proportions.  The 
most  curious  property  of  the  salt  is  that  when  its  hot  con- 
centrated solutions  are  suddenly  cooled,  a  jelly  first 
separates,  which  rapidly  sets  to  a  crystalline  mass  of  the 
partially  dehydrated  salt.  In  the  discussion  which  followed, 
Dr.  Morgan  pointed  out  that  sodium  alum  is  the  subject  of  a 
recent  German  patent. 

Camphoryl  Pseudo-semicarbazide. 
This  was  the  subject  of  the  second  paper,  contributed  by 
Dr.  M.  0.  Forster  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Fierz.  It  recorded  the 
results  obtained  by  the  authors  in  continuation  of  their  pre- 
vious work  on  isomeric  eamphorylcarbamides.  The  prin- 
cipal interest  of  the  new  compound  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
semicarbazide.  and  will  react  with  aldehydes  and  ketones, 
and,  further,  that,  as  it  contains  the  unsymmetrical  cam- 
phoryl nucleus,  it  will  probably,  when  reacting  with  a 
racemic  ketone  or  aldehyde,  exhibit  a  preference  for  either 
the  lsevo  or  dextro  form,  and  so  afford  a  method  of  splitting 
up  these  two  classes  of  bodies  into  their  optical  isomerides. 
A  number  of  the  camphoryl  pseudo-semicarbazones  were  de- 
scribed ;  they  were  all  well  crystallised,  and  exhibited  high 
molecular  rotations  ;  that  of  cinnamaldehyde  reaching  what 
Dr.  Forster  called  "the  truly  imperial  figure  5.310°." 
Incidentally  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  value  of  the  optical 
rotation  in  this  group  of  compounds  increases  greatly  with 


increase  in  the  number  of  ethylenic  linkages  present.  During 
the  evening 

A  Ballot  for  the  Election  of  Fellows 
was  held,  and  the  following  gentlemen  engaged  in  pharma- 
ceutical work  were  elected  :  Messrs.  T.  W.  Clark  (of  Bur- 
goyne.  Burbidges  &  Co.'s  laboratory),  S.  Dunstan  (dispenser 
to  the  Newcastle  Infirmary),  J.  G.  Ferrier  (of  the  Abbeyhill 
Chemical-works,  Edinburgh),  H.  Finnemore  (pharmacist  to 
Guy's  Hospital),  H.  I.  Gorman  (of  Waterford),  F.  Shedden 
(of  the  Wellcome  Research  Laboratories),  H.  B.  Stevens 
(of  Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.'s  laboratories),  and  F.  H.  Wall 
(senior  assistant  with  Messrs.  Symes  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liver- 
pool). The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  until  Wednesday, 
May  17. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  May  4  at 
58  King's  Road.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C.S.  (the  Presi- 
dent), was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members.  The  correspondence  included  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cuff,  of  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians,  advocating  the 
taking-up  by  chemists  of  the  optical  branch.  The  Reading 
Chemists'  Association  asked  for  the  support  of  the  Brighton 
Association  in  getting  certain  proprietary  articles  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  list.  The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Associations  of  Great  Britain  wrote  with  regard  to  the  new 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Gibson  made  the  announcement  that  Mr.  Robinson 
had  consented  to  continue  for  another  year  as  President  of 
the  Society — which  statement  was  received  with  loud 
applause. 

The  Council  Election. 

With  regard  to  the  letters  from  the  candidates  for  election 
to  the' Council,  Mr.  Gibscn  asked  for  the  support  of  the 
Association  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hobbs  and  for  the  old  members. 

Mr.  Yates  advocated  the  claims  of  Mr.  Sargeant,  as  he 
thought  Yorkshire  was  entitled  to  more  than  one  representa- 
tive. He  also  proposed  that  the  members  of  the  Association 
should  act  independently. 

It  was  resolved  eventually  to  support  Mr.  Hobbs. 

The  Conference. 

A  discussion  followed  in  regard  to  the  forthcoming  visit 
of  the  Conference,  and  details  of  the  arrangements  win 
shortly  be  announced. 

Mr.  J.  Padwick  at  a  later  stage  raised  the  question  as  to 
what  would  be  the  charge  payable  by  chemists  and  their 
friends,  not  being  subscribers,  should  they  wish  to  join  in 
any  of  the  functions  of  the  Conference,  and  it  was  stated 
that  a  circular  was  in  course  of  preparation  which  would 
give  full  particulars. 

Mr.  Yates  intimated  that  they  were  not  getting  quite  such 
a  ready  response  to  the  appeal  for  subscriptions  as  they 
would  like,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  list  be  printed  and 
circulated,  stating  the  amount  required  and  what  promises 
and  subscriptions  have  already  been  forthcoming. 

A  Junior  Association. 

Mr.  Gibson  mentioned  that  the  younger  members  of  the 
trade  in  Brighten  had  decided  to  revive  the  Junior  Associa- 
tion, and  Mr.  Edgar  Jones  and  Mr.  Holmes  (Hon.  Secretary 
and  Assistant  Hon.  Secretary  respectively)  were  present  to 
make  a  statement  of  what  had  been  done. 

Mr.  Jones  said  that  a  meeting  of  twenty-two  assistants 
was  held  on  May  1,  and  it  was  decided  to  form  an  Associa- 
tion, to  be  called  the  Brighton  Junior  Pharmacy  Club.  It 
was  hoped  to  have  the  support  of  the  senior  Association. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  that  if  the  Club  could  get  a  room  or  an 
arch  on  the  front  as  headquarters  there  could  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  success  of  the  Club. 

A  resolution  approving  of  the  new  Association  was  passed, 
and  Mr.  Jones,  in  replying,  said  the  Club  had  got  the  offer 
of  an  arch  as  headquaiters. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  general  meting  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
St.  Bride  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on  Wednesday. 
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There  was  an  attendance  of  about  thirty  members,  and  Mr. 
P.  H.  Burton  presided. 

Annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  B.  Betty)  read  the  annual 
report,  which  stated  that  the  Association  numbered  nearly 
200  members,  seventeen  new  members  having  been  elected 
during  the  past  year.  There  had  been  two  general  meetings, 
and  important  papers  had  been  read  by  Messrs.  F.  W. 
Truman,  G.  P.  Pond,  and  R.  B.  Betty.  There  had  been 
eight  meetings  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  and 
sub-committees  had  been  appointed  (the  principal  being  the 
Parliamentary  Committee),  at  which  matters  of  much  in- 
terest to  the  trade  had  been  discussed  and  recommendations 
.adopted.  The  North  London  and  South  London  branches 
•were  both  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  predominating 
factor  in  the  good  work  done  by  the  Association  during  the 
year  was  their  usefulness  in  connection  with  the  Pharmacy 
Rill.  The  Association  had  strengthened  the  position  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  by  their  endeavours,  and  he  (the 
Hon.  Secretary)  wished  to  emphasise  that  fact,  as  a  pro- 
minent member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had,  when 
ithe  Association  was  formed,  expressed  the  fear  that  the 
Association  might  become  a  menace  to  the  Society.  The 
Association  had  nominated  and  adopted  two  candidates  for 
■election  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  (Messrs.  Truman 
and  Pickering),  and  members  were  urged  to  support  these 
■cmdidates,  whose  practical  knowledge  of  the  drug-trade 
and  whose  individualism  would  be  felt  if  they  were  elected 
■to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Betty  then  submitted  the  financial  statement,  which 
showed  receipts  amounting  to  62/.  8s.  6d.  and  expenses 
34/.  lis.  9d.  for  the  year,  leaving  a  balance  of  27/.  16s.  9d.  in 
3iand. 

The  Chairman  said  many  matters  had  been  dealt  with 
which  were  not  mentioned  in  the  report.  Mainly  through 
■the  initiative  of  the  Association  Carter's  pills  had  been 
placed  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  and  many  political  affairs  in 
which  the  influence  of  the  Association  had  worked  for  good 
were  not  touched  upon.  No  recognition  of  the  good  dona 
Iby  the  Association  appeared  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  be  submitted  to  the  members  of 
•that  Society  next  week.  The  Association  was  still  probably 
ilooked  upon  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  as  a  stormy 
petrel,  but  the  time  would  come  when  the  Association  would 
receive  the  credit  it  deserved. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Truman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aldridge, 
•the  report  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted. 

Messrs.  George  Nelson  (Kilburn),  F.  Boxall  (Crickle- 
wood),  and  F.  E.  Rubbra  (Dulwich)  were  elected  members 
•of  the  Association. 

Alderman  T.  H.  W.  Idris  having  been  re-elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association,  Messrs.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  R. 
Haselwood  Jones,  G.  P.  Pond,  J.  C.  Umney,  J.  C.  Pentney, 
CI.  E.  Pickering,  and  W.  M.  Campbell  were  re-elected 
members  of  committee,  and  Messrs.  Page.  Oldfield,  and 
■Goldthorpe  were  elected  to  the  three  vacancies. 

Election- addresses. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering  then  addressed  the  meeting  on  his 
policy  as  a  Council  candidate.  He  thinks  the  educational 
policy  of  the  Council  has  gone  far  enough,  that  the  Minor 
should  be  divided,  and  that  a  commercial  subject  (book- 
keeping for  preference)  should  be  included  in  the  Minor 
■syllabus.  He  is  in  favour  of  compulsory  membership  of 
"the  Society,  and  is  quite  convinced  that  the  Society  in  the 
past  has  done  nothing  at  all  for  the  protection  of  registered 
•chemists,  which  is  one  of  its  objects  as  stated  in  the  Charter. 
In  the  annual  report  of  the  Council  (see  C.  <L-  D.,  May  6, 
p.  692)  under  "  Legal,"  it  is  stated  that  459  cases  of  infringe- 
ments of  the  Act  had  been  reported  and  111  dealt  with, 
"but  no  mention  is  made  of  how  many  came  in  court,  what 
amounts  were  paid,  and  so  forth.  It  is,  in  his  opinion,  a 
great  mistake  to  expect  members  to  inform  on  their  neigh- 
bours in  cases  of  infringement  of  the  Acts;  he  is  in  favour 
of  a  paid  inspector  for  that  purpose.  He  approves  the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  would  like  to  see  the 
•Council  possessed  of  disciplinary  powers  to  stop  unprofes- 
sional conduct  on  the  part  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Truman,  who  followed,  said  the  only  item  on  his 
programme  is  the  furtherance  of  trade  interests.  He  fails 
to  see  that  anything  has  been  done  in  that  direction  in  the 


past  by  the  Council;  if  so,  it  has  been  successfully  hidden 
with  a  modesty  characteristic  of  the  Council.  He  is  likewise 
in  favour  of  paid  inspectors  to  look  after  the  working  of  the 
penal  clauses  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  and  he  put  forward  his 
views  regarding  a  numbered  poison-book  (see  C.  &  D., 
April  22,  Col.  Supp.,  p.  187)  and  the  desirability  of  a 
statutory  fee  for  the  registration  of  poisons.  With  regard 
to  the  educational  policy  of  the  Council,  he  supposed  that 
the  aim  of  the  Council  is  to  bring  about  the  protection  of 
chemists  as  in  Germany,  but  he  is  sure  that,  if  attained, 
chemists  of  this  country  would  by  such  a  policy  get  all  the 
disabilities  without  any  of  the  advantages.  One  thing  he 
protested  against  is  the  habit  of  putting  distinctive  marks 
(asterisks)  against  certain  candidates'  names  on  the  voting- 
papers  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Society.  That  practice 
he  considers  illegal  ;  at  any  rate  it  is  decidedly  unfair  to 
other  candidates. 

Mr.  Willscm  inquired  whether  candidates  w-ere  in  favour 
of  reducing  the  subscription-fee  to  the  Society  to  half-a- 
guinea. 

Mr.  Betty  agreed.  One  guinea,  he  said,  is  too  large,  and 
it  would  be  much  better  if  members  were  not  compelled  to 
take  in  the  "  Journal."  The  annual  expenses  would  thus  be 
largely  reduced. 

Mr.  Leo.  Atkinson  said  most  people  would  like  to  see  the 
Society  possessed  of  disciplinary  powers,  but  how  did  Mr. 
Pickering  propose  to  get  them  ?  There  is  no  means  of  com- 
pelling chemists,  either  financially  or  otherwise,  to  support 
the  Society.  He  agreed  that  paid  inspectors  are  a  necessity. 
The  Poisons  Regulations  are  ignored  in  many  cases,  as  is 
seen  from  reports  of  inquests;  and  yet  in  no  single  instance 
have  the  Executive  taken  any  action  whatsoever. 

Mr.  Pickering,  replying  to  questions,  said  that  for 
financial  reasons  it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce  the  sub- 
scription-fee to  half-a-guinea  unless  membership  were  made 
compulsory.  He  thinks  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  by 
means  of  a  by-law  might  obtain  the  disciplinary  powers 
desired. 

Mr.  Truman  said  he  had  received  many  letters  from 
various  parts  of  the  country,  in  most  of  which  the  writers 
dwelt  very  strongly  on  the  guinea-fee  question.  They  think 
it  too  much,  and  he  thinks  so  too.  The  fee,  in  his  opinion, 
should  be  half-a-guinea,  and  those  who  want  the  "  Journal  " 
can  pay  the  extra  half-guinea.  Dealing  with  the  recent 
additions  to  the  Poisons  Schedule,  he  said  that  powdered 
colocynth  (which  is  largely  put  to  illegal  uses)  should  have 
been  included  in  the  list. 

Mr.  Pentney's  Protest. 
Mr.  Pentney  moved — 

That  this  meeting,  having  heard  the  progressive  policy 
of  the  candidates,  determines  to  do  all  iu  its  power  to  return 
them  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

The  candidates,  he  said,  had  put  forward  a  policy  that  he 
agrees  with  entirely.  The  laxity  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  is  the  cause  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  phar- 
macy at  the  present  day.  A  case  had  recently  come  under 
his  notice  in  which  a  limited  liability  company,  making  40/. 
a  week,  had  been  prosecuted  and  fined  for  selling  poisons 
by  unqualified  men.  They  still  continue  to  employ  un- 
qualified men,  because,  as  they  state,  taking  40/.  a  week, 
they  can  easily  afford  to  be  fined  once  a  month.  (Laughter.) 
The  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to  fine  that  com- 
pany once  a  month,  or  once  a  week  if  need  be.  (Hear,  hear.) 
In  a  recent  issue  of  the  "  Journal  "  he  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Gulliver  (who.  he  believes,  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Council), 
in  which  "the  lifelong  and  unselfish  devotion  of  Mr. 
Carteighe  to  the  interests  of  the  Society  "  is  referred  to. 
He  agreed  that  Mr.  Carteighe  has  devoted  some  time  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society,  but  has  it  been  to  the  interest  of 
chemists  generally  ?  ("No.")  "I  observe,"  digressed  Mr. 
Pentney,  "  that  the  reporter  for  the  '  Journal '  has  dropped 
his  pencil,  but  I  give  him  warning  that  if  he  refuses  to  take 
down  what  I  have  to  say  I  will  write  a  letter  to  his  paper. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  think  it  grossly  unfair  that  after  practi- 
cally an  accusation  has  been  made  against  this  Association, 
we  should  be  robbed  of  the  right  to  reply."  (Hear,  hear, 
and  Mr.  Betty  :  "  It  is  not  fair.")  Continuing.  Mr.  Pentney 
said  one  had  to  look  back  twenty  years  for  the  cause  of  this 
trouble  to  appreciate  the  "interests"  of  Mr.  Carteighe. 
Chemists  to-day  would  never  have  been  troubled  with  the 
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bewailings  of  Mr.  Boot  had  it  not  been  that  such  men  as  Mr. 
Carteighe  neglected  to  get  the  law  rectified  at  the  proper 
time.  If  one  man  more  than  another  is  to  be  blamed  for 
the  present  condition  of  pharmacy,  it  *s  Mr.  Carteighe. 
He  hoped  members  would  send  experienced  and  outspoken 
men  like  Mr.  Truman  and  Mr.  Pickering  to  the  Council  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  chemists  generally. 
Mr.  Slator  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Powell  said  he  held  no  brief  for  Mr.  Carteighe, 
and  especially  he  could  not  approve  his  action  in  withhold- 
ing "  Dinneford's  magnesia"  from  the  P.A.T.A.  list;  but 
Mr.  Carteighe  strongly  condemned  the  action  complained  of 
at  the  time. 

Mr.  Betty  (warmly)  :  Yes,  but  it  is  the  after-action,  or 
inaction  rather,  of  Mr.  Carteighe  that  Mr.  Pentney  con- 
demns.   (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Chairman  having  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  motion,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

New  Kules. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  then  brought  forward  the  new  rules 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pond  and  printed  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  January  14  (p.  62).  The  first  three,  regarding 
the  working  of  prospective  branches  of  the  Association, 
were  approved.    The  fourth  was  amended  as  follows  : 

A  pamphlet  should  be  printed  and  distributed  as  occasion 
may  require  regarding  (1)  the  objects  of  the  Association, 
(2)  rules  and  regulations,   (3)  officers  of  the  Executive, 
(4)  secretaries  of  branches,  (5)  duties  of  officers.  (6)  members' 
names  and  addresses,  (7)  work  the  Association  has  done,  and 
(8)  the  balance-sheet. 
It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  a  printed  membership- 
form  is  necessary,  and  that  doctors  be  circularised  as  Mr. 
Pond  suggested  ;  but  the  sentence  regarding  the  payment  of 
money  by  the  Secretary  was  deleted,  and  the  rule  left  as 
follows  : 

The  Treasurer  shall  enter  into  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose 
all  moneys  received  by  him  from  the  Secretary,  and  he 
shall  pay  the  moneys  into  the  Birkbeck  Bank. 

With  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  annual  subscription 

there  was  no  proposal  (Mr.  Pond  having  been  called  from 

the  meeting),  and  it  fell  to  the  ground. 

Hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  Chairman 

and  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Betty)  for  his  unwearying 

devotion  to  the  Association. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Nottingham  Section. 
A  Meeting  of  this  Section  was  held  at  Burton-on-Trent 
on  May  3,  Mr.  J.  T.  Wood  (Chairman)  presiding.  Mr. 
J.  O'Sullivan  read  a  paper  on 

tepsin  and  a  method  of  determining  its  proteolytic 
activity, 

exhibiting  the  apparatus  with  which  his  experiments  had 
been  carried  out.  Two  glass  cylinders  side  by  side  rest 
in  a  constant-temperature  bath.  Stirrers  in  each  cylinder 
worked  by  a  small  electric  motor  rotate  their  contents  at 
the  same  rate.  In  the  experiments  weak  hydrochloric  acid 
was  poured  into  the  cylinders,  and  when  it  attained  40° — 
the  temperature  of  the  bath — the  pepsin  was  added.  After 
stirring  for  five  minutes  the  albumin  was  introduced. 
"  Digestion  "  then  proceeded,  and,  to  ascertain  its  progress, 
portions  of  the  solution  were  collected  at  intervals,  with- 
out removing  any  of  the  undissolved  albumin.  This  was 
done  by  means  of  a  glass  tube  of  sufficient  length  to  reach 
the  bottom  of  the  cylinder,  the  other  end  of  the  tube 
being  bent  over  so  as  to  pass  through  a  cork  to  the  bottom 
of  a  test-tube  which  the  cork  fitted,  a  mouthpiece  passing 
through  a  second  hole  in  the  cork.  By  this  means  20  or 
25  c.c.  of  solution  was  easily  sucked  into  the  test-tube,  a 
plug  of  cotton-wool  in  the  end  of  the  glass  tube  immersed 
in  the  cylinder  preventing  any  undissolved  albumin  from 
coming  over.  The  author's  object  was  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  nitrogen  in  the  solution,  which  would  be  a 
true  measure  of  the  proteolytic  activity  of  the  pepsin, 
Kjeldahl's  method  being  employed.  The  experiments 
were  conducted  with  specially  prepared  egg-albumin  and 
blood-fibrin,  which  latter  was  found  to  contain  87.4  per 
cent,  of  albumin  (Nx6.25).  The  pepsin  itself  contained 
21.63  per  cent,  of  albumin,  and  the  necessary  correction 
in  the  calculations  was  made  for  its  presence.  Taking 


two  quantities  of  egg-albumin,  weighing  7.3  grams  each, 
one  added  to  200  c.c.  of  water  containing  0.8  gram  of 
pepsin  and  the  other  to  200  c.c.  of  0.25-per  cent,  hydro- 
chloric acid,  also  with  0.8  gram  of  pepsin,  it  was  found 
that  after  three  hours'  digestion  the  pepsin  in  the  water- 
solution  had  only  dissolved  3.35  per  cent,  of  the  albumin, 
whilst  in  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution  14.35  per  cent, 
had  thus  been  acted  on. 

Another  experiment  on  blood-fibrin  carried  out  to  com- 
pare the  action  of  hydrochloric  acid  alone  proved  beyond 
question  the  activity  of  the  pepsin,  for  after  thirty  minutes" 
digestion  67.7  per  cent,  of  the  albumin  was  dissolved  in 
the  solution  of  pepsin  in  hydrochloric  acid,  while  after 
ninety  minutes  only  1.12  per  cent,  of  albumin  had  been 
dissolved  by  the  hydrochloric  acid  alone.  The  action  of 
pepsin,  like  that  of  other  soluble  ferments,  is  largely  de- 
pendent on  the  condition  of  the  solution,  Mr.  O'Sullivan 
instancing  a  case  where  he  had  an  extract  of  yeast  which  had 
practically  no  hydrolytic  action  on  cane  sugar,  but  which 
on  the  addition  of  a  trace  of  sulphuric  acid  was  found 
active.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  Wood)  said  although  pepsin 
requires  an  acid  solution  for  its  action,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  hydrochloric  acid  alone  if  used  sufficiently  warm  would 
produce  the  same  effect.  Certainly,  although  at  40°  hydro- 
chloric acid  of  0.25  per  cent,  strength — viz.,  that  of  the 
gastric  juice — was  found  to  have  practically  no  action  on 
albumin,  yet  at  a  higher  temperature  it  might  have  a  similar 
action  to  that  of  pepsin.  Chinese  albumin  is  very  readily 
dissolved. 

Answering  Mr.  Golding,  Mr.  O'Sullivan  said  the  bath 
was  kept  at  47°  during  the  experiments.  In  reply  to 
various  speakers  he  said  egg-albumin  from  China  is  pro- 
bably air-dried,  when  it  would  remain  soluble.  The  point 
of  the  temperature  of  coagulation  has  an  important  bearing; 
on  the  preparation  of  eggs  for  food.  Thus  poached  eggs 
are  much  more  digestible  than  eggs  fried  in  fat.  In  regard 
to  the  origin  of  the  pepsin  he  could  only  say  it  had  been 
obtained  from  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  and  it 
was  as  active  to-day  as  six  years  ago. 

Manchester  Section. 
At  a  meeting  of  this  Section  on  May  5  Dr.  Grossmann  read 
a  paper  on 

the  recovery  of  products  of  commercial  value 
from  sewage-sludge. 
The  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Bradford,  after  having 
unsuccessfully  tried  several  processes  for  extracting  the 
fat  from  their  sludge  by  volatile  solvents,  consulted  Dr. 
Grossmann,  and  in  1903  he  prepared  plans  and  specifica- 
tions for  recovering  the  fat  by  distillation.  The  installa- 
tion capable  of  dealing  with  16  tons  of  sludge  per  twenty- 
four  hours  [i.e.,  one-fourth  of  the  total  Bradford  pro- 
duction) is  now  in  operation,  and  the  working-expenses, 
including  depreciation  and  interest,  come  altogether  to  41. 
per  day.  Dr.  Grossmann  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
the  apparatus,  which  works  without  producing  any  objec- 
tionable odour,  and  yields  about  7  tons  of  manuria5 
residue  per  day,  containing,  besides  free  carbon,  2  per 
cent,  nitrogen,  equivalent  to  8  per  cent,  sulphate  of 
ammonia,  as  well  as  2^  per  cent,  phosphate  of  lime.  The 
average  quantity  of  fat  in  Bradford  sludge  is  about  25 
per  cent. ;  but,  with  a  much  smaller  percentage,  the  value 
of  the  residue  and  the  grease  recovered  more  than  pays 
working-expenses.  Among  the  products  of  distillation  are 
ammonia  and  organic  compounds  such  as  butyric,  propionic, 
and  acetic  acid.  Dr.  Grossmann  exhibited  two  bottles  of 
extract  from  sewage,  one  of  them  smelling  like  rum  and 
the  other  of  pineapple. 

A  long  discussion  followed. 

The  Size  of  the  Door-plate. — The  Dental  Association  of 
New  South  Wales  recently  found  itself  plunged  into  a 
really  lively  tune  when  the  question  was  raised  as  to  how 
big  the  name-plate  on  the  door  should  be.  Some  men 
urged  that  any  dentist  who  attached  to  his  consulting-rooms 
any  sign  other  than  a  metal  or  brass  plate  not  exceeding 
18inches  by  12  inches  should  be  excluded  from  the  Associa- 
tion. Others  declared  that  a  large  notice-board  affixed  to 
the  balcony  is  distinctly  unprofessional.  No  agreement  was 
reached,  arid  a  special  meeting  was  called  for  an  early  date 
to  go  into  the  whole  matter. 
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{personalities. 

Me.  F.  J.  Horn,  South  African  representative  of  Messrs. 
F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  left  London  last  week  for  Cape  Town. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Mond,  F.R.S.,  and  Sir  William  Crookes 
have  been  appointed  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion. 

The  address  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Johnston,  of  Messrs.  Arthur 
H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  3  Manchester  Street,  Manchester 
Square,  London. 

The  contribution  on  Balearic  botany  to  the  Botanical 
Society  of  Edinburgh  by  Mr.  J.  W.  'White,  F.L.S.,  of 
Bristol,  is  appreciatively  mentioned  by  "  Nature." 

Me.  W.  Howard  Lloyd  (of  Messrs.  T.  Howard  Lloyd 
&  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Leicester)  has  been  elected 
Parish  Warden  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Leicester. 

Mr.  T.  Hutchings,  chemist  and  druggist,  66  Old  Hill 
Street,  Stoke  Newington,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Hacknsy  and  Stoke  Newington  Tradesmen's  Association. 

De.  Oemanby  is  to  be  entertained  to  dinner  by  the  Society 
of  Motorists  next  week,  in  recognition  of  what  he  has  done 
on  the  alcohol  question,  and  is  to  give  them  a  paper 
about  it. 

Me.  Samuel  W.  Faiechild,  of  New  York,  arrived  in 
Londcn  on  Monday,  and  will  be  here  for  a  few  weeks  before 
going  on  the  Continent.  His  headquarters  are  Bath  House, 
Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. 

Me.  Chas.  F.  Cocks,  38  Evering  Road,  N.,  has  taken  up 
the  representation  of  Messrs.  Dakin  Brothers,  wholesale  and 
export  druggists,  82  Middlesex  Street,  Bishopsgate,  E.C, 
in  London  and  suburbs. 

Me.  William  Shakespeare,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
general  manager  of  Messrs.  Hedges  &  Son.  wholesale 
chemists,  Birmingham,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Aston  Board  of  Guardians. 

Me.  Maeshall  K.  Watt,  of  the  Dispensary,  Singapore, 
left  Ceylon  on  May  4,  for  England.  Letters  may  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Watt  c/o  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Councilloe  A.  F.  Barnaed,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Columbia  Road,  Hackney  Road,  N.E.,  has  been  elected  as 
one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Bethnal  Green  Borough 
Council  on  the  non-ecclesiastical  parochial  charities. 

One  of  the  speakers  at  the  anniversary  meetings  of  the 
Leicester  Auxiliary  Church  Missionary  Society  to  be  held 
on  May  31  will  be  Mr.  Albert  B.  Lloyd  (sen  of  Mr.  T. 
Howard  Lloyd),  who  has  recently  returned  from  the  Uganda 
Protectorate. 

Mr.  Gwilym  Evans,  J. P.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  Llanelly,  has  purchased  the  Langland  Bay  Hotel,  near  the 
Mumbles,  for  10,000/.  The  hotel,  which  is  most  charmingly 
situated,  is  said  to  have  had  spent  upon  it  since  1891  no  less 
a  sum  than  52,000/. 

At  the  meeting  of  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Somerset- 
shire, held  at  Shepton  Mallet  on  May  3,  Bro.  A.  F.  Collis, 
chemist  and  druggist  (Bath  Drug  Co.),  Past  Master  of  the 
Royal  Albert  Edward  Lodge,  Bath,  was  installed  as  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Junior  Warden  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  and  General  Communi- 
cation of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  North  and  East  Ridings 
of  Yorkshire  held  at  York  last  week,  Bro.  Arthur  Hum- 
phreys (1611  Eboracum)  was  appointed  Prov.  G.J.  Bro. 
Humphreys  is  managing  director  of  Bleasdale,  Ltd. 

Professor  J.  J.  Thomson,  F.R.S.,  has  been  elected  Pro- 
fessor of  Natural  Philosophy  of  the  Royal  Institution,  in 
succession  to  Lord  Rayleigh,  O.M.,  F.R.S.,  who  has  been 
appointed  honorary  professor  of  the  subject.  It  may  be 
remembered  that  Lord  Rayleigh  was  appointed  to  the  post 
in  1887,  on  the  death  of  Professor  John  Tyndall.  He  had 
previously  been  Professor  of  Experimental  Physics  at  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  was  Senior  Wrangler  and  Smith's  Prizeman 
in  1865.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  Cambridge  professorship 
by  Dr.  Joseph  John  Thomson,  who  now  also  succeeds  him 
in  Albemarle  Street.  This  appointment  dees  not  neces- 
sarily mean  the  resignation  of  the  Cambridge  chair.  Pro- 
fessor Thomson  is  one  of  the  ablest  physicists  of  the  day. 


domino  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  receivsd  by 
Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 

Tuesday,  May  16. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  Whitehall  Rooms, 
Hotel  Metropole.  W.C,  at  7  P.M.    Annual  dinner. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  Bir- 
mingham, at  8.30  p.m.    Annual  meeting  and  smoking- 

concert. 

Wednesday,  May  17. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C,  at  noon.    Annual  meeting. 

Society  of  Arts.  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.  Mr. 
S.  C  Phillips  on  '"The  Use  of  Wood-pu'.p  for  Paper- 
making." 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians.  St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride  Lane, 
E.G..  at  5  p.m.  Council-meeting. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 
8  P.M.  Mr.  D.  D.  Jackson  on  "  The  Movements  of  Diatoms 
and  other  Microscopic  Plants." 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly.  W.,  at  5.30 
P.M.  Among  the  papers  to  be  communicated  are  the 
following:  '"The  Thermal  Decomposition  cf  Formalde- 
hyde and  Acetaldehyde,"  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Bone  and  Mr. 
H.  L.  Smith;  "  The  Synthesis  of  Formaldehyde."  by  Mr. 
D.  L.  Chapman  and  Mr.  A.  Holt,  jun.  ;  '"The  Influence 
of  Light  on  Diazo  Reactions,"  by  Messrs.  K.  J.  P.  Orton, 
J.  E.  Coates,  and  F.  Burdett. 

Thursday,  May  18. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Briggate. 
Annual  Meeting. 

Friday,  May  19. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Albert  Restau- 
rant, at  8.30  P.M.  Debate  on  "Are  British  Pharmacists 
Decadent ':  "  The  affirmative  will  be  opened  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Williams,  the  negative  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Hughes. 


Complimentary  Dinner  to  Mr.  T.  Tyrer  in  recognition  of 
his  services  on  the  question  of  untaxed  alcohol  for  manufac- 
turing-purposes. Trocadero  Restaurant,  May  25.  Tickets 
(one  guinea  each,  including  wine  and  cigars)  from  Mr.  K.  B. 
Murray,  Oxford  Court,  Cannon  Street,  E.C 

Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Pfizes. — The  final  date  of  entry 
for  this  competition  is  June  1.  The  examination  will  be  held 
in  London,  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  Manchester,  and  Cardiff,  so 
as  to  enable  candidates  to  attend  at  the  least  possible  expense 
and  inconvenience.  Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  Secretary  to  the  trus- 
tees, Bath  House,  Holborn  Viaduct.  London,  E.C,  will  be 
pleased  to  give  any  information  or  help  to  any  prospective 
candidate,  and  desires  to  impress  upon  them  that  time  is 
getting  short,  so  that  application-forms  should  be  obtained 
from  him  without  delay. 


IRecent  Mills. 


Bien ventt. — The  late  Mr.  John  Bienvenu,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Andover,  Hants,  who  died  on  February  2,  and  whose 
will  has  been  proved  at  the  Principal  Probate  Registry,  left 
gross  estate  amounting  to  636/.  Is.  5d.,  including  net  personalty 
414/.  Is.  9cZ.  He  appointed  his  widow,  Mrs.  Lydia  Emmeline 
Bienvenu,  sole  executrix. 

Talbot. — Mr.  _  David  Augustus  Martin  Talbot.  14  Rich- 
mond Hill.  Bristol,  surgeon,  who  died  on  March  23,  left 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  17,827/.  2s.  5d.,  including  per- 
sonalty of  the  net  value  of  14,868/.  8s.  Id.,  and  probate  of  his 
will  has  been  granted  to  Mr.  Frederic  Wood,  of  Wrington, 
Somerset,  solicitor,  Mr.  John  Pitman,  of  Dunoon,  Hurle 
Crescent,  Bristol,  retired  chemist,  and  Sir  Edward  Charles 
Ross,  of  8  Beaufort  Road,  Bristol,  C.S.I.,  to  each  of  whom 
for  their  services  as  executors  he  bequeathed  20/. 

Wright. — The  late  Mr.  Samuel  Wright,  of  Anerley,  Surrey, 
a  director  of  Brandram  Bros.  &  Co.,  who  died  on  March  22, 
left  estate  valued  at  10,253/.  gross  and  9,348/.  net. 


It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  we  should  start  a  sub- 
scription to  relieve  the  "Times"  of  the  painful  necessity  of 
writing  up  Hudson's  Soap  Powder,  Boots  the  Cash  Chemist, 
and  sundry  other  shopkeepers.  It  is  certainly  a  hard  case,  but 
before  relief  we  think  it  should  be  examined  and  reported  on 
by  the  Charity  Organisation  Society.  Probably  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  for  instance,  would  object,  urging  that  a 
paper  which  throws  its  weight  on  the  side  of  drug  companies, 
which  may  be  so  many  quacks,  against  the  stricter  conditions 
proposed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill  is  not  a  fit 
subject  for  relief.  It  would  be  interesting  to  see  a  leading 
article  in  the  "Times"  on  this  matter,  which  is  one  of  real 
public  interest.  Would  it  agree  with  the  "  notes  "  of  their 
advertising  stafY?    Saturday  Review. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
bs  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Drug  Companies  Association,  Limited. 
Sir, — I  do  not  know  what  companies  are  in  membership 
with  this  Association,  nor  who  is  acting  on  its  behalf,  but  I 
do  understand  that  it  is  under  its  ac/is  that  the  present 
advertising  propaganda  is  being  carried  on.  I  am  altogether 
unable  to  guess  what  is  the  matter  with  this  Association. 
Its  members  surely  do  not  go  the  length  of  saying  that  all 
this  excitement  is  over  a  Pharmacy  Bill  which  has  never 
been  discussed  in  Parliament,  and  may  never  be.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  there  is  a  falling-away  in  the  millions  of  customers 
served  by  these  companies  weekly,  or  is  it  that  the  profits 
on  carpet-bags  and  umbrellas  do  not  make  up  for  the  losses 
on  quack  medicines,  or  is  it  that  the  millions  of  pounds 
saved  yearly  to  customers  are  lost  to  shareholders?  These 
are  questions  which  we  may  quite  fairly  ask.  Perhaps  the 
"Times"  would  extend  the  scope  of  its  inquiry  and  find 
answers  for  us.  In  any  case,  few  of  us  will  believe  that  all 
this  money  is  being  spent  on  a  mammoth  campaign  of  mud- 
slinging  simply  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  a  Bill  which 
can  hardly  be  said  to  be  before  Parliament.  This.  I  believe, 
is  the  very  first  time  that  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
spent  not  for  the  purpose  of  advertising  goods,  but  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  opponents.  No  matter  how 
well  the  advertisements  may  be  drawn  up  by  advertising 
experts,  this  sort  of  thing  is  not  business,  and  is  bound  to  do 
drug  companies  more  harm  than  it  does  us.  The  men  who  are 
responsible  for  this  campaign  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  men 
of  sound  common-sense.  If  a  man  of  common-sense  wished 
to  attack  an  opponent,  he  would  go  about  it  as  carefully  as  a 
Mark  Antony,  but  here  we  have  nothing  but  hammer-and- 
tongs  work.  There  is  nothing  artistic  about  it.  One  cannot 
help  wondering  what  the  shareholders  in  these  companies 
think  of  it  all.  As  for  retaliation,  no  such  thing  is  needed. 
Every  word  these  men  publish  about  the  drug-trade  is  letting 
in  the  light,  and  the  people  are  learning  more  of  the  position 
every  day.  Regarding  the  advertising  of  drugs  at  low 
prices,  I  think  this  altogether  good  news.  Let  these  com- 
panies pay  for  the  advertising,  which  is  a  heavy  handicap, 
but  let  chemists  do  the  selling.  Let  them  lower  their  prices 
at  once  in  every  case  to  the  advertised  prices,  and  they  may 
do  so  in  full  confidence  that  an  increase  in  sales  will  make  up 
for  a  reduction  in  profits.  There  is  no  other  line  open. 
Wholesale  houses  will  do  well  to  remember  that  they  are  as 
much  involved  in  this  as  retailers,  and  they  must  make  every 
effort  to  act  in  conjunction  with  retailers  in  meeting  this 
competition.  I  heartily  approve  of  the  advertisements  in 
the  0.  <L-  D.  by  the  Standard  Tablet  Co.  and  Cox  &  Co., 
and  I  hope  other  manufacturers  will  take  steps  at  once  to 
put  the  retailer  in  a  position  to  hold  his  own.  If  all  work 
together,  the  result  will  be  increased  strength  to  legitimate 
pharmacy,  but  those  who  will  not  bestir  themselves  will  go 
to  the  wall. 

Dumfries,  May  8.  James  Reid. 

National  Wholesale  Co-operative  Chemists'  Association. 

Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  read  "  Midland  Chemist's"  letter 
in  your  issue  of  May  6,  and  am  quite  of  his  way  of  thinking 
with  regard  to  the  most  efficient  manner  of  rescuing  the 
drug-trade  of  the  country  from  the  fate  that  seems  about  to 
overtake  it.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment will  be  of  benefit  to  the  chemist,  as  our  competitors 
are  adepts  at  persuading  the  public  that  they  are  philanthro- 
pists and  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  an  institution 
whose  sole  object  is  to  make  the  public  pay  more  for  drugs 
than  they  are  worth.  The  only  way  to  check  the  growth  of 
these  companies  is  by  the  co-operation  of  chemists  them- 
selves, and  by  beating  them  on  purely  commercial  lines. 
About  twelve  months  ago  I  circularised  2,000  chemists  in 


Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  the  Midlands,  and  North  Wales  with 
a  view  to  forming  a  similar  association  to  the  one  he  pro- 
poses, and  had  promises  of  support  from  230  chemists  who 
were  willing  to  take  up  shares ;  but  the  difficulty  to  be 
faced  is  that,  to  have  any  reasonable  chance  of  success,  it  is 
necessary  to  obtain  at  least  400  to  500  members  before  com- 
mencing, and  to  raise  a  capital  of  at  least  50,000/.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  if  once  the  association  be  formed  the 
membership  would  soon  reach  2,000  or  3,000,  and  the  Asso- 
ciation become  by  far  the  largest  buyer  in  the  trade.  I 
think  most  of  those  who  promised  a  year  ago  would  be 
willing  to  support  the  scheme,  and  between  them  they  pro- 
mised to  take  up  8,000/.  of  shares,  and  we  had  the  promise 
of  outside  capital  to  the  extent  of  10,000/.  I  should  be 
happy  to  give  "Midland  Chemist"  the  benefit  of  my  ex- 
perience in  this  matter,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  majority  of 
the  trade  would  fall  into  line  as  soon  as  it  is  shown  that  the 
Association  was  useful  and  not  merely  ornamental.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  if  a  sufficient  number  of  chemists  give  their 
support  the  financial  difficulties  can  be  overcome,  and  the 
idea  become  an  accomplished  fact  almost  at  once.  The 
chief  difficulty,  I  am  afraid,  will  prove  to  be  the  organisa- 
tion, but  surely  the  men  can  be  found  in  the  trade  who  are 
capable  of  controlling  and  guiding.  It  should  not  be  over- 
looked that  the  Association's  proprietaries  could  be  made 
most  valuable  assets,  and  could  be  kept  free  from  outside 
competition ;  and  I  venture  to  think  that  in  a  few  years, 
given  the  good  will  of  the  chemists  of  the  country,  they 
would  be  the  best-known  and  largest-selling  lines  on  the 
market.  I  hope  the  chemists  of  the  country  will  combine 
and  make  an  effort  before  it  is  too  late. 

Hull.  Harold  Miller. 

[Further  letters  on  this  and  kindred  subiects  have  been  re- 
ceived too  late  for  inclusion  in  this  issue. — Editor.] 

Company  Assistants  and  the  Bill. 

Sir, — Do  the  Council  befool  themselves  with  the  idea 
that  4.000  company  servants,  qualified  men.  will  allow  the 
Council  to  exercise  "disciplinary  powers"  over  them?  A 
mere  handful  of  the  drug-trade  (5,000  odd  members)  elect 
a  Council  of  twenty-one  men  to  rule  us,  and  15,000  chemists 
on  the  register  are  to  continue  quietly  to  agree  to  it.  Are 
they?  Just  wait  a  bit.  We  know  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  fear  of  this  Bill  becoming  law,  but  I  for  one  will 
not  submit  to  the  vagaries  of  these  pseudo-professors, 
whether  I  sell  my  labour  to  a  company  or  not.  Boot  and 
his  kind  have  revolutionised  the  trade,  and  we  can  get 
business  men  to  "spring-clean"  the  Society  as  well.  Two 
thousand  company  shops  employ  at  least  4,000  qualified 
men ;  add  4,000  young  men  in  business  who  are  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  the  present  Council,  but  who  are 
quite  able  to  meet  the  competition  of  Boot,  etc. ;  make 
them  members,  and  the  handful  of  men  who  vote  for  the 
Council  will  be  outvoted,  and  by  May,  1908,  we  will  be 
rid  of  the  old  gang.  Let  the  Council  think  of  that,  and 
also  this  :  By  1908  company  shops  will  number  3,000,  and 
by  1915  they  will  be  4,000  (perhaps  more) ,  and  have  nearly 
8.000  qualified  men.  What  then  will  become  of  these 
5.000  members  (perhaps  less)  and  their  fossil  Council, 
mostly  men  with  small  shops,  who  have  been  carrying  the 
"moss-grown  bucket  to  the  old  well"  until  it  is  a  weari- 
ness of  the  flesh  to  read  about  them  at  all  ?  We  are  on  the 
qui  vive,  but  too  busy  to  move  until  we  must.  Rather 
would  we  let  the  thing  be  done  automatically,  as  it  most 
certainly  will  be  done.  Yours  truly, 

Oxe  of  the  Tribe  of  Jesse.  (213/45.) 

Audi  Alteram  Partem. 

Sir. — Might  I  pass  an  opinion  through  your  pages  on 
the  attempt  by  our  Society  to  stamp  out  the  drug-store 
proprietors  ?  I  think  the  Society  is  too  late  in  the  day  to  do 
anything  of  the  nature  which  it  is  trying,  and  I  might  sug- 
gest that  the  Society  would  do  more  good  by  allowing  the 
unqualified  man  to  enter  for  the  Minor  without  having  to 
pass  an  educational  board.  Give  all  men  who  have  served 
an  apprenticeship  with  a  chemist,  and  spent  five  or  six 
years  in  the  business,  the  option  of  entering  as  a  Minor 
student.  From  what  I  gather  there  are  hundreds  willing 
to  study  for  the  Minor,  but  who  will  not  go  back  to  school 
work  again.  I  think  it  would  be  a  much  better  way  of 
meeting  them.  Also  it  would  be  the  means  of  strengthen- 
ing the  Society  and  preventing  a  lot  of  this  unlawful 
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trading  which  is  carried  on  at  the  present  time,  and  would 
allow  them  to  carry  on  their  business  until  they  are  quali- 
fied The  Society  has  allowed  these  men  to  open  shops  and 
carry  on  business  for  many  years.  So  it  should  meet  them 
in  some  measure  as  a  compensation. 

Yours  truly, 

Dominus.  (211/54.) 
.  '  [We  gather  from  cur  correspondent's  covering  letter  that 
he  is  quite  serious  in  his  assertions  and  suggestions.  Of  course 
the  men  for  whom  he  writes  have  no  reasons  that  call  for 
Legislative  action,  but  legal  interference  would  be  more  appro- 
priate. They  have  not  conformed  with  the  law.  and  the  fault 
is  theirs.  It  is  not  at  all  usual  to  make  the  law  conform  with 
the  individual.— Editor.] 

Sir, — "  One  who  Subscribes"  has  an  extraordinary  idea 
about  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  duties  in  regard  to  un- 
qualified  persons  keeping  open  shops  and  selling  poisons. 

'  His  notion  that  company  trading  will  stop  if  we  all  join 
the  Society  is  just  as  funny.    Why  did  his  precious  Society 

'  wait  twenty  years  after  the  House  of  Lords  decision  before 

'  it  tackled  the  proper  amendment  of  the  Act?  And  who 
moved  the  Society  to  move  then  ?    Not  old  members  of 

'  Council,  but  the  fresh  blood,  as  represented  in  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  and  Mr.  Wootton,  who  were  returned  to  make  the 
old  stagers  wake  up.  There  is  need  for  a  transfusion  of 
more  blood  of  the  same  kind.    Where  can  we  get  it  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Woodstock.  (211/67.) 

Sir, — Eegarding  a  letter  in  the  C.  &  D.  of  April  29, 
signed  "M.P.S.,"  about  companies'  assistants,  it  is  ridicu- 
lous for  chemists  to  boycott  assistants  who  have  been  with 

-  the  companies.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  go  where  he  can 
get  the  best  price  for  his  services.  Personally,  I  have 
never  worked  for  a  company,  and  am  not  anxious  to  take 
a  situation  under  an  unqualified  employer ;  but  I  cannot 
help' thinking  that  chemists  have  to  thank  themselves  for 

'  the  present  state  of  things.  Why  they  cannot  universally 
adopt  the  outdoor  system  with  their  assistants  passes  my 
comprehension.  I  believe  the  majority  of  chemists  would 
rather  part  with  their  heart's  blood  than  pay  the  few  extra 

'  shillings  per  week  necessary  for  the  assistant  to  live  out,  and 

'  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  knows  it.  Yours, 

Minor.  (211/28.) 

An  Untapped  Source  of  Revenue. 
Sir, — On  Saturday  last,  May  6,  in  the  "  Daily  Telegraph  " 
appeared  the  following  : 

The  rapidly  increasing  number  of  "department  stores" 
in  all  parts  of  Germany  has,  says  ''Grocery,"  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  authorities,  and  in  Prussia,  Wurtemburg, 
and  Baden  special  legislation  has  been  enacted  for  the 
purpose  of  checking  their  growth.  A  law  which  came  into 
effect  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Baden  provides  for  a  special  tax  upon  the  amount  of  the 
annual  sales  of  these  stores  wherever  the  total  sales  for  the 
year  reach  10,000/.  The  sales  of  a  branch  concern,  when 
the  parent  company  is  located  outside  the  duchy,  are  taxed 
at  the  total  of  1,500?.  for  the  year,  and  the  tax  advances 
gradually  as  the  annual  sales  increase. 

Surely,  Sir,  they  do  these  things  better  in  Germany  !  Can- 
not we  as  individual  traders  of  all  callings  form*  a  com- 
foination  to  secure  some  such  desirable  result?  Certainly 
here  is  an  easy  method  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  raise  a  goodly  sum  to  pay  part  of  the  terribly  oppressive 
education  rate.  Many  of  these  companies  boast  of  the  large 
number  of  hands  they  employ,  all  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  general  ratepayers,  upon  whom  the  rate  presses  very 
hard ;  and  surely.  Sir,  as  the  earnings  of  limited  companies 
go  to  make  the  rich  richer,  they  should  specially  contribute 
to  the  education  of  those  from  whose  services  they  derive  so 
much  benefit.  Fair  Trade.  (215/68.) 

Unqualified  Managers. 
Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  the  correspondence  re 
companies.  None  of  your  correspondents  seem  aware  of 
the  extent  to  which  companies  employ  unqualified  managers. 
"  Ons  who  Subscribes  "  suggests  that  all  unqualified  persons 
sn  charge  of  drug-stores  should  be  reported  to  the  Society 
by  chemists.  I  think  the  best  help  for  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
would  be  to  proceed  against  as  many  unqualified  persons  as 
possible  and  show  by  this  to  what  extent  companies  break 
the  law  in  this  respect.  I  would  gladly  pay  a  guinea 
towards  the  expense  of  such  proceedings  or  to  the  persor 


who  would  give  you  (in  strict  confidence  that  his  name 
would  not  be  mentioned)  the  largest  number  of  names  of 
unqualified  persons  in  charge. 

Fair  Play.  (215/72.) 
[We  are  astounded  that  so  many  who  take  part  in  this  con- 
troversy are  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  does 
not  require  companies  or  persons  to  have  qualified  managers. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  to  exact  that 
provision.  There  is  not  a  word  in  the  present  law  about  shop 
management,  all  that  it  provides  being  qualification  of  the 
seller  of  poisons  (if  a  person)  and  of  the  person  who  conducts 
the  sale.  These  and  other  facts  are  set  forth  in  our  Diary, 
pp.  301-2,  and  we  suggest  a  perusal  of  the  pages. — Editor.] 
OU-of-lemon  Valuation. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  the  article  by  Dr.  Berte  on 
lemon  oil  in  your  issue  of  April  29  and  a  further  letter  in 
your  issue  of  May  6  by  Messrs.  Child  and  Spencer,  will 
you  allow  us.  as  having  taken  some  interest  in  the  matter 
of  the  valuation  of  lemon  oil,  to  point  out  the  following 
facts  ? 

The  estimation  of  citral  by  normal  sodium  sulphite  was 
used  by  us  as  far  back  as  1900  and  published  by  our 
chemists  in  1901.  (The  equation  was  shown  by  Professor 
Tiemann.)  The  method  was  further  elaborated  by  our 
chief  chemist  (Mr.  H.  E.  Burgess)  for  the  estimation  of 
other  aldehydes  and  ketones  in  a  paper  published  in  the 
"  Analyst  "'for  March  1904,  in  which  the  titration  of  the 
alkali  formed  was  mentioned  :  this  work  was  carried  out 
and  published  long  before  that  of  Sadtler. 

Further  the  method  of  distillation  of  lemon  oil  and  the 
estimation  of  the  aldehydes  and  concentrated  oil  suggested 
by  us  has  hot  been  improved  upon  by  other  workers  :  we 
then  claimed  and  still  maintain  that  the  method  will  detect 
all  known  adulterations. 

With  regard  to  the  determination  of  aldehydes  by  means 
of  the  difference  of  rotation  before  and  after  treatment  with 
an  aldehydic  reagent,  we  find,  on  referring  to  our  note- 
books, that  as  far  back  as  1898  we  investigated  this 
method,  but  gave  it  up  as  being  unreliable  for  such  a 
complex  mixture  as  lemon  oil  :  shaking  to  obtain  complete 
absorption  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  time  as  the 
assiduity  devoted  to  the  shaking.  We  cannot  agree  with 
Dr.  Berte  in  adopting  a  purely  empirical  method  while 
there  is  a  far  more  simple  and  definite  one  worked  out 
upon  a  known  formula,  and  where  the  end  of  the  reaction 
can  be  determined  to  a  certainty.  We  may  have  occasion 
again  to  refer  to  the  subject  in  our  forthcoming  "  Half- 
yearly  Report,"  but  we  feel  that  some  common  action 
should  be  taken  by  analysts  to  check  the  still  prevalent 
adulteration  of  this  oil.  and  shall  welcome  any  discussions 
that  may  bring  about  this  end. 

Yours  faithfully. 
The  London  Essence  Co. 

Camberwell  Green,  S.E.,  May  9. 

Imported  Liquorice-powder. 

Sir, — We  enjoyed  the  euphemism — or  was  it  satire? — in 
your  report  from  the  Liverpool  Police  Court  describing 
the  victimising  of  nearly  every  wholesale  house  in  Eng- 
land by  the  Marseilles  sophisticators  of  powdered  liquorice. 
While  "we  vigorously  contest  the  statement  as  to  "nearly 
every  house,"  yet  the  import  lists  show  that  much  is 
imported  which  is  well  known  to  be  adulterated,  though 
at  the  same  time  guaranteed  genuine.  Yet  it  is  absurd 
to  say  one  is  "victimised"  when,  knowing  the  cost  of 
grinding,  one  buys  powder  at  slightly  below  the  price 
of  root.  The  four  or  five  producers  all  list  both  root  and 
powder.  The  microscopic  examination  under  these  cir- 
cumstances should  be  obligatory  on  the  purchaser.  Remarks 
which  apply  to  liquorice  apply  equally  to  gentian  and 
hellebore.  Sincerely  yours. 

New  North  Road,  N.,  May  5.  Crosbif.  &  Co. 

Sir, — In  the  last  issue  of  your  Coloured  Supplement  was 
a  paragraph  regarding  the'  grinding  of  olive-stones  for 
mixing  with  powdered  liquorice-root,  which  gross  adul- 
teration, it  is  stated,  is  carried  out  by  drug-grinders 
abroad.  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  large  whole- 
sale druggists  in  this  country  have  their  own  drug-mills, 
in  which  every  powdered  drug  that  they  sell  is  ground, 
and.  therefore',  they  are  able  absolutely  to  guarantee  the 
purity,  either  in  a  simple  or  blended  form.  The  state- 
ment made  at  the  hearing  of  a  recent  case  under  the  Sale  of 
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Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  Liverpool,  that  nearly  every 
wholesale  house  in  England  has  been  victimised,  is  a 
gross  libel  on  the  scientific  training  of  the  wholesale 
druggist  of  to-day.  Even  if  he  did  purchase  such 
powders,  they  would  be  subjected  to  chemical  and  micro- 
scopic examination  before  use,  which  would  immediately 
reveal  the  sophistication. 

Yours  faithfully, 

John  C.  Umney, 
Chairman  of  the  Chemical  Section  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

May  8. 

Sir,— In  reference  to  the  paragraph  re  liquorice-powder 
in  your  Coloured  Supplement  of  May  6,  the  statement  made 
in  Liverpool  as  to  nearly  every  wholesale  house  in  England 
having  been  victimised  by  the  importation  from  Marseilles 
of  liquorice-powder  adulterated  with  ground  olive-stones 
for  use  in  pulv.  glycyrrh.  co.  is  calculated  to  cause  a  wrong 
impression  in  the  retail  trade.  We  should  like  to  explain 
in  the  first  place,  that  among  the  foremost  manufacturers 
decorticated  root  only  is  employed,  and  ground  by  them- 
selves, along  with  other  ingredients ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  if  powder  is  used  at  all  it  should  be  from  decorticated 
root,  whereas  the  powder  referred  to  is  evidently  the  ordi- 
nary commercial  undecorticated.  which  no  house  of  repute 
would  think  of  employing.        Yours  faithfully, 

York,  May  8.  Raimes  &  Co. 

British  Trade  Methods. 

Sir, — We  hear  from  time  to  time  the  statement  made  that 
British  trade  methods  are  quite  as  businesslike  as  American. 
I  have  just  experienced  a  way  of  how  not  to  do  business. 
For  the  past  twelve  years  I  have  regularly  imported  direct 
from  a  leading  British  brush-manufacturer  a  special  line  of 
toothbrushes  which  I  consider  are  the  best  in  the  market. 
I  wrote  to  the  firm  in  November  last  for  my  usual  gross  of 
brushes,  enclosing  postal  notes  for  the  amount.  Judge  of 
my  surprise  and  disgust  at  receiving  a  letter  in  reply,  in 

which  they  state  :  "  We  have  appointed  Mr.    of  , 

N.Z.,  our  sole  agent  for  the  Colony,  and  if  you  send  the 
order  to  this  gentleman  we  will  give  it  our  best  attention 
when  it  reaches  us."  They  signed  the  postal  notes  as  having 
received  the  amount  and  returned  the  notes  to  me  with  the 
letter,  and  as  the  notes  were  made  payable  in  England  I 
cannot  get  them  cashed  here,  so  have  had  to  send  them  back 
to  England  to  be  cashed.  Can  anyone  imagine  a  more  un- 
businesslike transaction  ?  One  would  think  common-sense, 
to  say  nothing  of  business  acumen,  would  have  told  them  to 
execute  the  order  and  forward  to  their  agent,  who  could 
then  hand  the  brushes  to  me.  As  it  is,  a  delay  of  six  months 
has  been  caused  through  their  "  British  business  methods." 
New  Zealand  chemists  have  considerable  experience  of 
American  drug  and  sundry  houses,  and  I  venture  to  say  there 
is  not  one  American  house  which  would  have  acted  in  such  a 
way,  and  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  British  trade,  not  many 
British  ones  either. 

I  am.  etc., 

March  20.  N.Z.  Chemist.  (209/74.) 

[The  sample  does  not  correspond  with  the  bulk.  We  should 
say  that  it  is  one  of  those  rare  lapses  which  happen  in  the 
best-regulated  houses. — Editor.] 

What  are  Potashes  ? 
Sir, — Perhaps  one  of  your  readers  can  explain  why  it  is 
that  crude  potashes  are  quoted  40s.  to  46.?.  per  cwt.  while 
pearlashes  are  26s.  to  30s.  Considering  the  elaboration  of 
manufacture  (d  la  text-books)  and  that  one  is  prepared  from 
the  other,  one  would  naturally  expect  the  opposite  to  be  the 
case.   This  has  often  puzzled  me. 

Jason.  (205/12.) 
[When  crude  potashes  are  asked  for  it  is  usually  understood 
that  the  Montreal,  Canadian,  or  American  potashes  (manu- 
factured from  wood-charcoal)  are  required,  the  present  whole- 
sale prices  of  which  in  the  open  market  are  as  follows : 
American  34s.,  Canadian  35s.,  Montreal  35s.  and  36s.  per  cwt. 
If  pearlashes  are  required  this  would  mean  either  the  Ameri- 
can or  Montreal,  the  present  prices  of  which  range  from  42s. 
to  45s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  seller.  The  "  pearlash  "  which 
is  quoted  at  from  26s.  to  30s.  is  evidently  common  carbonate 
of  potash,  which  is  known  to  a  certain  section  of  the  trade 
as  pearlash,  and  is  often  substituted  for  such.  The  trade  in 
Montreal  pot  and  pearl  ashes  has  been  in  a  disorganised 
condition  for  several  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that  official 


inspection  and  grading  on  exportation  from  Canada  have 
been  abandoned.  This  action  of  the  Government  has  led  to  a 
considerable  amount  of  adulteration  being  practised,  and 
salt  figures  largely  in  this  connection.— Editor.] 


Letters  in  Brief. 

Protected  Prices  and  Council  Candidates.—  Mr.  W.  H. 
Walton,  Secretary  of  the  Hull  Chemists'  Trade  Association, 
writes  us  a  long  letter  on  two  sides  of  one  piece  of  paper. 
From  this  we  learn  that  under  the  instructions  of  his  Associa- 
tion he  wrote  to  Messrs.  Kay  Bros.,  Ltd.,  of  Stockport,  on 
April  3,  asking  them  to  put  their  preparations,  particularly 
essence  of  linseed,  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.  They  replied  that  the 
letter  would  be  put  before  the  directors  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. At  the  same  time  the  following  letter  was  sent  to- 
Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  : 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  instructed  by  the  Hull  Chemists'  Trade 
Association  to  write  you  respecting  the  retail  sale  of  Dinne- 
ford's  fluid  magnesia,  and  to  ask  if  you  do  not  think  with 
us  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  some  measure  of  price-protection, 
P.A.T.A.,  or  otherwise.  We  appeal  to  you  in  this  matter,, 
with  the  greater  confidence,  because  of  your  very  long- 
standing connection  with  the  retail  trade,  and  of  your  well- 
known  sympathy  with  the  qualified  chemist,  in  the  present- 
troublous  times,  and  we  trust  that,  seeing  price-protection 
has  become  the  order  of  the  day,  you  will  no  longer  abstain 
from  taking  a  step  which  is  certain  to  result  in  mutual 
benefit  to  manufacturer  and  retailer. 

I  may  observe  that  this  letter,  with  (I  trust)  your  favour- 
able reply,  will  probably  appear  in  the  trade  pa-ers. 
I  am,  yours  respectfully. 

W.  H.  Walton. 

Mr.  Carteighe  had  not  replied  by  April  17,  so  Mr.  Walton 
wrote  to  him  again,  but  still  Mr.  Carteighe  keeps  silence, 
Mr.  Walton  comments  on  this,  stating  that  when  the  P.A.T.A. 
was  beginning  to  be  a  power  in  the  land,  and  proprietors- 
were  beginning  to  see  its  importance,  "  Mr.  Carteighe,  who 
might  have  been  expected  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  any 
movement  calculated  to  benefit  the  trade,  simply  advanced 
the  price  of  Dinneford  2s.  per  dozen,  and  has  ever  remained! 
severely  aloof  from  any  participation  in  the  popular  move- 
ment of  price-protection."  The  letter  proceeds  (exactly  at 
the  back  of  the  part  reprinted  above)  to  deal  with  Mr. 
Carteighe  as  a  Council  candidate  and  the  "  fourteen  golden 
years  of  opportunity  lost  "  while  he  was  President,  and  con- 
cludes : 

"  Does  not  the  Council  at  this  time  rather  need  new  men 
with  up-to-date  all-round  business  ideas  and  methods,  in 
touch  and  sympathy  with  the  grievous  wrongs  under  which 
the  whole  trade  is  smarting — men  with  some  originality, 
calculated  to  infuse  some  enthusiasm  both  within  and 
without  the  ranks  of  the  6,000  who  at  present  constitute  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  ?    Let  every  member  exercise  hia 
franchise  and  vote  for  the  candidates  who  approach  most 
nearly  his  own  ideal  of  what  a  councillor  should  be." 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pentney  (Dalston)  also  writes:  "We  are  told  in 
some  quarters  that  we  ought  to  vote  for  Mr.  Carteighe,  to- 
show  our  gratitude  for  his  past  services.    May  I  ask  if  these 
include  his  exertions  in  keeping  Dinneford's  magnesia  from 
being  placed  on  the  P.A.T.A.,  or  for  not  promoting  a  Bill  in 
Parliament  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  trade  might  have 
been  saved  from  the  companies  and  their  ruinous  and  unfair 
competition  ?  " 

Mr.  G.  J.  Lusher  (Stoke  Newington)  writes  in  similar 
strain,  and  condemns  the  efforts  made  in  official  circles- 
(according  to  him)  to  keep  such  candidates  as  Messrs.  Truman 
and  Pickering  off  the  Council. 


Lega!  Queries. 

Before  submitting:  queries  in  this  department,  subscribers  are  ad- 
vised to  consult  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,"  1905,  on  General  and 
Trade  laws,  p.  287;  Pharmacy  and  Poison  laws,  p.  299,  and 
Medicine-stamp  Acts,  p.  279.  In  respect  to  the  last  we  can 
mark  labels  "Liable"  or  "Not  Hable "  if  they  are  sent  in 
duplicate,  and  with  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for 
return  of  the  marked  ones. 

Full  particulars  in  regard  to  trade-mark  registration  will  be  found 
in  the  "  Diary,"  p.  240. 


Arscnians  (206/68). — Blood-pills  Containing  Arsenic  in 
appreciable  quantity  are  a  poison  in  Part  1  of  the  Schedule, 
and  may  only  be  sold  under  all  the  conditions  of  that  section. 

Nemo  (209/39). — Entire  Drugs.— The  fact  that  an  entire 
drug  is  directed  to  be  dissolved  before  application  does  not 
affect  its  condition  when  sold,  which  is  the  determining  point 
in  this  taxation,  and  does  not  render  it  liable  to  medicine 
stamp-duty. 
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B.  (208/11). — Fixtures  usually  go  with  a  business,  and  it  is 
exceedingly  rare  for  the  owner  of  the  premises  to  have  any 
lights  to  tiiem.  Yours  seems  an  extraordinary  case,  but  we 
think  you  may  conclude  that  the  fittings  are  yours,  and  do 
with  them  as  you  please,  but  the  safer  course  is  to  consult  the 
landlord  if  you  have  doubt  about  the  matter. 

Ajax  (204/74). — All  that  is  necessary  is  to  signify  tour  int<  n- 
tions  to  the  mortgagee  of  your  intention  to  discharge  the 
mortgage.  You  may  then  ascertain  if  there  are  any  special 
conditions  attached  to  the  mortgage,  which  at  present  you  are 
unaware  of,  or  any  conditions  which  debar  you  from  dis- 
charging the  obligation.  You  ought  to  have  obtained  from 
your  solicitor  a  list  of  all  the  papers  which  were  handed  (  vcr 
to  the  mortgagee. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


1}.  11'.  (189/8).  referring  to  the  Combined  Toning  and  Fixing 
Bath  made  from  the  formula  which  was  published  in  the 
C.  <fc  D.,  April  8,  p.  563,  asks  for  suggestions  as  to  improving 
the  bath  so  as  to  make  the  results  more  certain.  He  has  found 
that  a  yellowing  of  the  print  results  sometimes  and  much  loss 
of  image.  We  believe  this  to  be  due  to  the  age  of  the  bath, 
when  considerable  acidity  develops,  and  on  this  a«count, 
where  the  business  in  photographic  solutions  is  not  brisk,  not 
more  than  will  sell  in  a  month  should  be  made  at  a  time.  We 
should  like,  however,  to  have  the  opinions  of  those  of  our 
readers  who  have  tried  the  formula,  which  we  first  published 
«ome  years  ago. 

W.  E.  B.  (177/67).— (1)  The  Continental  form  of  Magnesia 

Emulsion  is  as  follows: 

Magnesise  ustse       ...       ...       ...    10  parts 

Aq.  destill.  ferv  70  parts 

Syr.  aurant.  flor  70  parts 

(2)  The  new  edition  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  I.  is 

now  reprinting,  but  as  it  has  been  re-written  and  enlarged 

it  may  be  a  few  weeks  before  it  is  ready. 

M.  C.  H.  (205/68).— New  Reactions  for  Aldehydes 
(C.  <h  D.,  April  22,  p.  612).— The  reagent  is  strictly  not 
oxyurea.  but  a  mixture  of  hydroxylamine  hydrochloride  and 
potassium  cyanate,  which  may  contain  the  so-called  oxyurea. 
The  typical  formula  should  be,  as  you  point  out, 

/CR 
()  | 

\N.CO.NH2 

or,  when  expanded  in  the  form  in  which  we  gave  it, 

/0\ 

R.CH  ST.CO  NH, 

The  author  does  not  definitely  state  that  the  reaction  goes  in 
the  way  you  suggest,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  that  is 
the  case.  '•'  Compt.  Rend."  can  be  seen  without  any  trouble 
at  the  Patent  Office  library  or,  after  application  to  the  respec- 
tive directors,  at  the  Science  Library,  South  Kensington,  or 
at  the  British  Museum. 

Influenza  (206/73). — The  after-symptoms  of  influenza  which 
you  refer  to  appear  to  be  neuralgic  in  nature,  and  will  pro- 
bably yield  to  a  course  of  a  tonic  such  as  the  following  : 

Quininse  hydrochloridi    3j. 

Acidi  hydrobromici  dil.    ...       ...  3ij. 

Tr.  nucis  vomicae    ...  3iss. 

Aq.  chloroformi  ad    3vj. 

M. 

Dose:  A  tablespoonful  in  a  glass  of  water  forenoon  and 
afternoon,  half  an  hour  before  food. 

A.C.G.  (196/11).— Solid  Electrolyte  for  Accumulators. — 
For  automobiles  the  ordinary  liquid  electrolyte  may  be  con- 
verted into  a  jelly  by  mixing  a  25-per-cent.  solution  of  gelatin 
with  a  solution  of  commercial  sulphuric  acid  at  34°  Baume, 
pouring  the  latter  into  the  former,  stirring  with  a  glass  rod, 
and  pouring  at  once  into  the  accumulator,  which  should  have 
been  previously  fully  charged.  The  cells  should  be  allowed 
to  stand  for  ten  hours,  and  then  be  re-charged,  if  necessary. 
A  little  distilled  water  should  be  kept  on  top  of  the  electrolyte 
to  prevent  drying.  Secondary  cells  lose  about  20  per  cent."  of 
their  capacity  by  the  use  of  a  solid  electrolyte. 

Fanqui  (183/1). — (1)  There  are  several  uses  to  which  the 
sea-weed  might  be  put.  It  is  a  source  of  iodine,  yields  algin, 
B  ve.°e*ab'e  g«m,  and  is  of  value  as  a  manure.  (2)  There  is  a 
method  of  rendering  lamp-wicks  incombustible  by  soaking  the 
wicks  in  alum  solution,  but  the  process  is  not  successful.  • 


/.  H.  A.  (183/26).— Asthma-fowder.— The  following  is  ?.r 
James  Sawyer's  formula  : 

Potassii  nitratis      ...       ...       ...  3SS- 

Pulv.  anisi   5ss. 

Pulv.  stramonii    3j- 

M.  Ft.  pulv. 

A  thimbleful  of  this  powder  placed  on  an  earthenware 
plate  is  pinched  by  the  fingers  into  a  conical  shape,  and 
lighted  at  the  top  of  the  cone. 

H.  <£.■  B.  (213/62). — Lotion  for  Inflamed  Joints  and 
Rheumatism. — This  is  made  from  sal  ammoniac  solution  and 
methylated  spirit.  The  proportions  we  suggest  to.  match 
your  sample  are  : 

Sal  ammoniac    1  oz. 

Methylated  spirit   1  oz. 

Water  18  oz. 

Mix. 

Claude  (182/57).— (1)  Crocus  of  Salts.— A  correspondent 
from  the  South  of  England  says  this  should  be  Pulv.  antim. 
crocus.  (2)  "The  Pocket  Medical  Dictionary."  edited  by 
R.  W.  Greene  and  published  by  Lippincott  at  Is.,  meets 
your  requirements. 

Midlands  (186/25)  and  Bats  (174/58). —  Rat-poisox.-Y.  >ur 
samples  are  similar  in  composition,  and  have  been  made  by 
mixing  crushed  wheat  with  baryta,  the  proportion  being 
approximately  three  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter. 

X'd  Dcspcrandum  (189/6).— Dry  Paste  Powder  for  shoe- 
maker's paste. — Th's  we  make  to  be  dextrine  diluted  with 
rye  flour  and  scented  with  sassafras. 

Firefly  (207/17). — The  hardening-substanee  in  the  fire- 
lighter is  plaster  of  paris. 

Triticum  (171/4). — Grease-removing  Powder  for  mechanics' 
hands. — A  similar  powder  is  made  as  follows: 

Powdered  yellow  soap    4  parts 

Fullers'  earth    4  parts 

Powdered  resin    ...    1  part 

Pearlash   1  part 

Mix. 

71".  E.  (208/32).— Blue  Carboy-colour: 

Copper  sulphate    4  oz. 

Solution  of  ammonia    a  sufficieixy 

Distilled  water    2  gals. 

Dissolve  the  sulphate  of  copper  in  2  pints  of  water,  and  add 
the  solution  of  ammonia  with  constant  stirring  until  the  pre- 
cipitate is  re-dissolved,  then  add  the  rest  of  the  water,  or 
sufficient  to  give  the  required  tint. 
F.  J.  IT/.  (184/26).— Cheap  Cold-cream  : 

Adipis  ...   '.       ...  3xij. 

Vaselin.   3>v- 

Aq.  bullient  3v-. 

Boracis   jiij. 

01.  ros.  geran.    nrxx. 

Rhcadas  (189/50). — Bleaching  Bkistle. — One  process  is  as 
follows  :  Wash  the  bristles  thoroughly  in  a  solution  of  soft 
soap  in  tepid  water  ;  then  rinse  in  cold  water.  Next  place 
the  bristles  for  two  or  three  days  in  sulphurous  acid.  Wash 
in  several  changes  of  water  and  dry.  The  peroxide-of-hydro- 
gen  method  is  used  for  the  best  kind  of  bristles.  The  cleaned 
and  dried  bristles  are  soaked  in  peroxide  solution  for  a  few 
hours,  and  then  rinsed  with  water  and  dried.  The  peroxide 
of  hydrogen  works  more  energetically  if  warm,  for  which 
reason  a  covered  vessel  containing  the  bleaehing-agent  is 
used  immersed  in  a  pan  of  hot  water. 

Ycrus  (188/46).-- Copying-process. — You  give  no  particu- 
lars of  the  process  you  i"efer  to,  in  which  a  colourless  ink  is 
used  with  gelatin  sheets,  which  will  enable  us  to  identify  it. 
The  Williams  process  requires  gelatin  sheets,  sheets  of  paper 
coated  with  saturated  solution  of  iron  alum  to  which  a  little 
sugar  has  been  added,  and  an  "  ink  "  made  by  dissolving  soft 
soap  in  methylated  spirit.  There  is  another  process,  in  which 
gelatin  sheets  are  used,  which  requires  an  "ink"  made  of 
chrome  alum  (10),  sulphuric  acid  (5),  gum  acacia  (10),  water 
(100). 

E.  K.  (181/5).- Ccn~fntratf.d  Waters  of  the  strength  1  in 
40  are  prepared  by  using  alcohol.  Several  examples  are 
given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  the  following  example 
being  for  a  concentrated  water,  which  gives  a  clear  product 
on  dilution  :  Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  Conc.  : 

01.  menth.  pip  n\c. 

Magnesise  carbon,  lev.     ...      ...  jij. 

Spt.  rectificat.   3>>j- 

Aquse  3j. 

Dissolve  the  oil  of  peppermint  in  2  oz.  of  rectified  spirit, 
and  pour  into  a  mortar  containing  the  mixed  magnesia  and 
water;  transfer  to  a  bottle,  wash  out  the  mortar  with  the  rest 
of  the  spirit,  add  it  to  the  bottle,  shake  occasionally  for 
several  hours,  and  filter. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  May  ii. 

AT  the  auctions  of  new  and  old  goods  held  to-day  the 
business  tone  was  rather  slow,  but  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  goods  changed  hands,  and  prices  in  some  instances 
showed  an  improved  feeling.  Cape  aloes  under  larger 
supplies  was  again  easier,  but  Curacoa,  which  is  very 
scarce,  was  held  at  firm  prices.  New  asafoetida  sold 
steadily,  and  for  good  green  buchu-leaves  full  prices  were 
paid.  Sumatra  benzoin  was  quite  neglected,  not  a  package 
changing  hands  publicly.  Cardamoms  were  in  excellent 
demand  at  full-up  prices.  Leeds  being  dearer.  Ceylon 
coca-leaves  sold  firmly,  and  a  slight  decline  was  accepted 
for  cascara  sagrada.  Dragon's  blood  was  quite  10s. 
cheaper,  and  for  gamboge  a  drop  of  about  4/.  on  previous 
nominal  prices  was  accepted.  New-crop  Jamaica  honey  sold 
at  rather  firm  prices,  especially  for  liquid.  Eio  ipecacuanha 
was  slightly  easier,  but  for  Johore,  to  which  buyers  gave  the 
preference  to-day,  previous  rates  were  fully  maintained. 
Rhubarb,  although  getting  scarce,  was  slow  of  sale,  and 
for  Lima-Jamaica  sarsaparilla  prices  were  Id.  per  lb. 
dearer.  Tinnevelly  senna  was  rather  firmer,  considering 
the  poor  quality  of  that  offered,  and  for  turmeric,  also, 
better  prices  were  paid.  Bees'  wax  was  in  good  demand, 
generally  at  full  prices.  Apart  from  the  drug -auctions, 
Jamaica  ginger  has  advanced.  Antimony,  turpentine,  car- 
bolic acid,  benzols,  chamomiles  are  firmer.  Cream  of  tartar, 
menthol,  foreign  tartaric  acid  are  easier,  and  makers  have 
slightly  reduced  the  price  of  quinine.  Shellac  is  also  lower, 
and  opium  is  steady.  The  following  are  the  principal  altera- 
tions of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Annatto 
Antimony 
Ginger  (Jam.) 
Oil,  lime 

(W.I.) 
Sarsaparilla 

(Lima-) 
Turpentine 

Acid,  carbolic 
(xtals) 
Benzols 
Cardamom- 
seed 
Chamomiles 
Honey  (Jam.) 
Senna  (T.V.) 
Turmeric 

Acid,  tart  trie 
(foreign) 
Aloes,  Cape 
Cream  of 

tartar 

Ergot 

Ipecac.  (Rio) 
Menthol 
Oil,  euca- 
lyptus 

Cascara 

sagrada 
Dragon's 

blood 
Gamboge 
Pepper,  white 
Quinine 
Resorcin 
Shellac  (spot) 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  May  10  : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week  end- 
ing Wednesday  amount  to  80  cases  at  full  prices,  principally 
for  account  of  the  United  States. 

Hamburg,  May  11. — Japanese  wax  is  firmly  held  at 
84m.  per  100  kilos.  The  stock  of  yellow  carnauba  wax  is 
now  exhausted.    Cod-liver  oil  is  quiet. 

Bergen,  May  10  : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norway  since  the  beginning  of  the  season  now  amounts 
to  37,187,000,  against  41.354,000  for  the  corresponding  week 
of  last  year.  The  yield  is  now  29.233  barrels  of  steam- 
refined  oil,  against  11,758  barrels  at  the  same  time  of  1904. 
The  fishing  at  West  Finmarken  is  decreasing,  but  in  the 
east  it  remains  good.  The  market  for  finest  steam-refined 
medicinal  oil  is  quiet  at  67s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 


Acm.  Carbolic. — Crystals  are  firmer  at  6|(/.  to  6J,c/. 
per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°  C,  and  6|cZ.  for  34°  to  35°  C.  Crude 
50  per  cent,  is  Is.  6d..  60  per  cent.  Is.  10c/.,  and  75  per  cent. 
2s.  M.  per  gallon. 

Acid,  Tartaric— Foreign  is  id.  per  lb.  easier  at  10%d., 
and  English  is  unaltered  at  ll^d.  per  lb. 

Almonds. — A  report  from  Messina  dated  April  30  states 
that  with  the  exception  of  Avola,  where  the  cold  weather 
seriously  affected  the  trees,  an  average  crop  may  be  expected 
in  Sicily,  though  less  abundant  than  at  first  anticipated. 
Bari  appears  to  be  better  favoured,  and  "bears"  there  are 
selling  freely. 

American  Drugs. — The  following  are  some  current  quota- 
tions of  barks,  roots,  etc.  :  Bayberry-bark,  48.?.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.  ;  simaruba  has  been  reduced  to  8c/.,  c.i.f.,  and  grin- 
delia  robusta  has  advanced  to  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Damiana- 
leaves  are  a  shade  easier  at  from  4^cZ.  to  5d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Antimony  is  again  dearer,  English  regulus  being  quoted 
37/.  per  ton  ;  and  Japanese  crude  has  also  been  advanced  to 
22/.  per  ton  on  the  spot. 

Balsam,  Canada,  is  offered  at  2s.  per  lb.  on  the  spct  in 
cases,  and  Is.  lOd.  in  casks. 

Balsam  Cofaiba. — Good  B.P.  quality  is  quoted  Is.  6d.  to 
Is.  8d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Carmine. — The  present  prices  are  very  high,  and  accord- 
ing to  Continental  advices  there  is  little  prospect  of  a 
reduction  for  some  time,  owing  to  the  high  figure  of  raw 
material.  Values  vary  from  19s.  to  25s.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quality. 

Chamomiles. — Stocks  of  fine  white  Belgian  flowers  (1904 
crop)  are  now  very  small,  with  the  principal  holder  asking 
90*.  per  cwt.  Sales  have  been  lately  made  at  82s.  No.  1 . 
(1903  crop)  are  quoted  60.-'.  to  65s. 

Codeine. — Pure  crystals  (B.P.)  are  quoted  8s.  lid., 
hydrochloride  crystals  7s.  11c?.,  phosphate  7s.  Id.,  sulphate 
7s.  lie?.,  citrate  crystals  7s.  lid.,  and  neutral  tartrate 
8s.  lid.  per  oz. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  about  Is.  per  cwt.  easier,  98  per 
cent,  powder  offering  at  80s.  6d.,  and  95  per  cent.  78s.  per 
cwt. 

Dextrin. — An  advice  from  the  Continent  states  that  the 
continued  high  prices  have  led  to  most  of  the  business  being 
done  from  second-hand  holders,  who  quote  from  33m.  to 
34m.  per  100  kilos.  Not  much  activity  is  reported,  but  in 
view  of  the  small  stocks  a  reduction  in  prices  is  not  looked 
for  at  present. 

Ferri  et  Quin.  Cit.  is  quoted  5|rf.  in  25-oz.  tins  and  6-^d. 
per  oz.  in  1-oz.  vials. 

Lemon-.tuice. — The  new  crop  of  Messina  lemon-juice 
shows  an  improvement  in  quality  on  that  of  previous  years. 
It  is  obtainable  at  Is.  per  gal.,  and  for  English  Is.  3rf.  is 
quoted. 

Menthol  is  a  trifle  weaker,  with  small  sales  of  Kobayashi 
on  the  spot  at  6s.  Zd.  per  lb. 

Morphine  is  firm  at  from  4s.  3c/.  to  4s.  5<7.  per  oz..  the 
lower  price  being  for  250-oz.  lots  of  hydrochloride,  and  2d. 
extra  for  powder. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Agents  report  a  quiet  market  with  a 
continued  weak  feeling.  the  nominal  quctaticn  for  finest  new 
Norwegian  being  70s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  which  price  would 
probably  be  shaded  a  couple  of  shillings  or  so,  according 
to  the  idea  of  seller.  In  one  quarter  65s.  has  been  refused 
for  a  first-class  brand. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  May  8  that  "  The  out- 
put of  the  Finmarken  fishing  during  the  past  week  was  a  little 
better  than  that  of  the  corresponding  week  last  year.  The 
reports  received  to-day  are  also  favourable ;  fishing,  however, 
appears  drawing  eastwards,  and  may  soon  be  closed  at  the 
The  official  reports  give  the  following 


western  places, 
figures : 


Mav  8 
1905. ' 
37,187 
29.233 
8.022 


Mav  11, 
1904. 
41,354 
11,758 
6  322 


Mav  13, 
1903. 
38,242 
1,967 
5,315 


Cods  (millions) 
Cod-liver  oil  (brls.)  ... 
Livers  for  other  (raw)  oils  (hect.)  . 

Our  market  continues  very  weak. 

a  certain  interest  in  the  market  was  observed,  but  when  one  is 
obliged  to  count  upon  an  oil  production  of  more  than  2,000 
barrels  per  week,  even  the  present  figure  mav  perhaps  not  be 
low  enough.    With  a  probable  total  production  at  the  end  of 


During  the  last  few  days 
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the  fishing  of  35,000  barrels  of  oil,  which  figure  does  not  at  all 
appear  exaggerated,  we  shall  have  passed  the  quantity  of  any 
foregoing  year.  On  the  other  hand  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  in  the  years  1900  and  1901,  which  are  those  of  the  greatest 
production  of  steam-refined  cod-liver  oil  until  now  (28.810  and 
30,150  barrels  respectively)  we  had  much  more  liver  left  for 
the  "  raw  "  oils,  viz.  53,600  and  34,380  hectolitres  respectively. 
A  rise  in  the  prices  for  steam-refined  cod-liver  oil  is  not  likely 
to  take  place  before  our  cod-fisheries  are  definitely  closed,  but 
a  certain  rise  in  price  later  on  does  not  appear  unlikely. 
Finest  Lofoten  non-congealing  cod-liver  oil  may  still  be 
quoted  at  67s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  export  from 
Bergen  up  to  date  amounts  to  2,671  barrels,  against  2,538 
barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Olive. — Advices  from  Messina  state  that  the  olive- 
trees  have  begun  to  blossom  in  the  Coast  districts  and  the 
prospects  for  a  good  crop  are  excellent,  which  fact 
depresses  the  market.  The  following  are  the  quotations  : 
Yellow  Messina  34/.,  green  Messina  33?.,  burning  Russia 
381.,  Gallipoli  33/.  10s.,  choice  Gallipoli  351.  per  tun,  f.o.b. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — In  a  retail  way  sales  of  American 
HGH  have  been  made  at  15s.  3d.  spot,  but  for  a  parcel  of 
10  cases  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  seller  at  this  price, 
15s.  6d.  being  the  general  figure,  and  13s.  6d.  for  pure 
Wayne  County  oil.  Japanese  dementholised  oil  is  quoted 
4s.  3d.  for  Kobayashi.  In  the  drug-auction  eight  cases  of 
Japanese  dementholised  oil,  Kobayashi  brand,  were  bought 
in  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  for  16  cases  Kaicase  brand 
(worked)  the  buying-in  price  was  4s.  Id. 

Oils,  Fixed. — American  Turpentine  continues  to  ad- 
vance, spot  closing  at  46s.  3d.  per  cwt.  Linseed  is  easier  at 
19s.  TJjrf.  for  barrels  and  18s.  7J,<7.  for  pipes.  Papc  is  firm  at 
23s.  6d.  for  refined  and  22s.  6d.  for  ordinary  brown.  Cotton- 
seed and  Cocoanut  are  unaltered  at  our  quotations  of  last 
week.  Petroleum  dull  at  5^d.  for  American,  6f(7.  to  6frZ. 
for  water  white,  and  4§c7.  per  gal.  for  Russian. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  quiet,  the  demand  being 
chiefly  for  soft  shipping  and  manufacturing  qualities  at 
from  7s.  9d.  to  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  of  druggists'  small  sales 
are  reported  at  7s.  9d.  for  Smyrna  firsts.  Persian,  from 
second  hands,  has  been  sold  at  15s.  3d. 

Smyrna,  April  29. — The  transactions  during  the  month 
amount  to  161  cases  (including  49  cases  this  week)  at  from 
7s.  10fZ.  to  8s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  tale  quale  of  various 
descriptions ;  23  cases  of  the  above  were  for  local  speculation, 
36  for  the  Continent,  and  the  remainder  for  the  U.S.A. 
Prices  during  the  month  have  been  firm,  with  little  variation, 
and  at  the  close  there  are  buyers.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna 
amount  to  4,650  cases,  against  1,997  cases  at  the  same  time  of 
last  year.  In  reviewing  the  reports  received  from  the  in- 
terior during  the  week  the  general  consensus  of  opinion  is 
that  the  crop  will  be  a  small  one. 

Smyrna,  April  29. — Prices  during  the  month  have  slightly 
advanced.  Rich  Karahissar  could  be  obtained  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month  at  8s.,  but  to-day  it  is  not  possible  to 
do  anything  under  8s.  2d.,  and  for  extra  selected  under  8s.  4<?. 
As  soon  as  the  English  and  Continental  markets  begin  to  buy 
again  further  firmness  may  be  expected.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4,497  cases,  against  1,800  at  same 
period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  to  2,760,  against  1,104 
in  1904.  The  stock  in  first  and  second  hands  is  now  3,931  cases, 
against  3,017  at  same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople 
1,070  cases,  against  568  cases. 

Phenacetin  is  quoted  2s.  5d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  according 
to  quantity. 

Potash  Bromide  of  American  make  is  quoted  on  the  spot 
at  Is.  l^d.  per  lb.  in  cases. 

Quicksilver. — The  imports  during  April  amounted  to 
10,100  bottles,  against  5,084  bottles,  bringing  the  total  for 
the  first  four  months  of  this  year  to  25,420  bottles,  against 
21,169  bottles.  The  exports  during  April  amounted  to 
2,082  bottles,  against  661  bottles  in  1904,  and  the  total  ex- 
ports this  year  now  amount  to  8,653  bottles,  against  6,855 
bottles.  The  avei'age  price  according  to  Mr.  Pickering's 
circular  is  11.  10s.,  against  81.  3s.  6d.  in  April  1904. 

Quinine. — As  a  result  of  the  decline  in  bark  at  the 
Amsterdam  sale  last  week  the  makers  reduced  the  price 
of  sulphate  by  ±d.  per  oz.,  the  German  brands  of  which 
are  now  quoted  lid.  per  oz.  Whiffen's  brand  has  also 
been  reduced  ^d. ;  Howard's  make  no  change,  but  they 
have  reduced  the  price  of  salts  (other  than  sulphate)  in 
ion  junction  with  other  makers  Following  on  the  reduc- 
tion second  hands  quoted  9gr/.,  and  on  Wednesday  a  few 
sales  were  made  at  from  9-jftf.  to  %d.  per  oz.,  being  rather 


firmer.  The  following  are  the  makers'  prices  for  some  of 
the  leading  salts  :  Hydrochloride  Is.  3^d.  per  oz.,  citrate 
Is.  4d.,  salicylate  Is.  3^d.,  and  phosphate  Is.  5rZ.  per  oz. 

Resorcin  is  quoted  at  from  4s.  4cZ.  to  4s.  6d.  per  lb., 
according  to  quantity,  being  rather  lower. 

Senega. — Small  sales  have  been  made  at  2s.  9d.,  net,  on 
the  spot,  and  the  same  figure  is  quoted  to  arrive. 

Shellac. — A  dull  tone  has  ruled  throughout,  and  prices 
on  the  spot  are  5s.  easier,  with  small  sales  at  from  142s.  6d. 
to  145s.  for  fair  to  good  TN  orange.    Market  closes  weak. 

Spices. — At  auction  Jamaica  Ginger  was  2s.  to  3s.  per 
cwt.  dearer,  120  barrels  Jamaica  selling  at  46s.  for  low 
medium,  and  38s.  6d.  to  41s.  for  common  to  good  common. 
The  small  supply  of  Cochin  offered  was  bought  in. 
Greyish  Singapore  Pepper  was  bought  in  at  5§rf.,  good 
Malabar  at  6d.,  and  fair  Alleppy  at  b^d.  Fine  bold  heavy 
Ceylon  partly  sold  at  5frZ.,  and  Penang  dust  sold  at  lgrf. 
Superior  bold  White  Singapore  was  bought  in  at  Is.,  good 
to  good  bold  at  8±d.,  and  fair  Penang  at  7^d.  Privately 
sellers  quote  Singapore  on  the  spot  at  7J<7.,  and  Penang 
7§fZ.  Pimento  quiet,  fair  selling  to  the  extent  of  23  bags 
at  2%d.  Chillies  were  also  quiet,  fair  to  good  Zanzibar 
being  bought  in  at  37s.  to  42s.  6d.,  and  fair  to  good  Mom- 
basa at  30s.  to  40s.  per  cwt.  Nutmegs  and  Mace  were 
quiet.  Good  picked  Amboyna  Cloves  (10  cases)  sold  at  9d. 
to  9^d.  per  lb.,  and  fair  picked  Ceylon  (3)  at  9%d.,  and  a 
few  cases  of  Penang  sold  at  lid.  for  fair  picked.  No 
Zanzibar  were  offered,  but  privately  business  has  been 
done  on  the  spot  at  from  5d.  to  5fgd.  for  fair,  being 
dearer.  For  delivery  prices  are  also  rather  firmer,  though 
fluctuating,  the  sales  comprising  :  June-August  5grf.  to 
5^d.  to  5-rgd.,  August-October  5-^gd.,  September-November 
5g(Z.  to  5i\d.  to  5g<7. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  firm  at  60s.  spot  for  finest  powder. 

Sulphur. — The  total  exports  from  Sicily  from  January 
to  March,  1905,  amounted  to  146.549  tons,  against  136,418 
tons  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  stocks  in  Sicily  at  the 
end  of  March  had  increased  from  334.965  tons  to  340,077 
tons.  The  demand  from  the  wine-producing  countries  has 
continued  good,  which,  it  is  said,  more  than  compensates 
for  the  decreased  exports  to  the  U.S.A.  The  above  figures 
show  that,  in  spite  of  the  high  prices  of  sulphur,  the  pro- 
duction has  increased  but  slightly,  confirming  the  assertion 
of  the  Sicilian  mining  engineers  that  the  production  of 
the  Sicilian  mines  is  limited  and  cannot  easily  be  aug- 
mented. In  fact,  it  is  said  the  stratum  of  sulphur  exists 
only  in  few  and  limited  districts,  and  is  not  at  all  general 
over  the  whole  island.  Sublimed  flowers,  pure,  are  quoted 
105s.  6d.,  and  current  ditto  99s.  6d.  Refined  roll,,  accord- 
ing to  package,  94s.  6d.  to  98s.  6d.,  and  sticks  at  from 
103s.  to  106s.  per  ton  of  20  cwt.,  f.o.b.,  gross  in  bags,  and 
net  in  casks  or  cases. 

Tragacanth. — There  is  a  good  demand  for  the  lower 
grades,  and  the  selection  on  offer  is  now  excellent,  owing  to 
recent  arrivals. 

Wax,  Japanese,  is  quoted  at  42s.  6d.  on  the  spot  for 
good  pale  squares,  and  for  June-July  shipment  a  sale  of 
100  cases  is  reported  at  38s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and 


sold  : 


Offered 
...    14  .. 


Agar-agar  .... 
Aloes — 

Cape    82 

Curacao   20 

Socotrine    17 

Zanzibar    5 

Ambergris    3 

Ammoniacum    1 

Aniseed   69 

Annatto-seed    6 

Areca   33 

Argol    62 

Asafetida   177 

Balsam — 

Copaiba   3 

Peru    5 

Tolu    35 


Sold  Offered  Sold 

2  Benzoin — 

Palembang    25  ...  0 

64         Saigon    2  ...  0 

0        Sumatra   113  ...  0 

0      Buchu   58  ...  2 

0      Calumba    33  ...  0 

0  Camphor  (ref.)   25  ...  0 

1  Camphor  (crude)...  21  ...  6 
0      Canella  alba   12  ...  0 

3  Cannabis  indica  ...  14  ...  0 
0  Cantharides  (China)   5  ...  0 

25      Cardamoms    470  ...  334 

73     CascarDla   30  ...  13 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  419  ...  340 

0      Cashew-nuts   13  ...  0 

0      Cassia  fistula    4  ...  4 

2  Chamomiles   5  ...  0 
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Offered  Sold 

Chillies   25  ...  0 

Chiretta   34  ...  0 

Cinchona   363  ...  199 

Civet    2  ...  0 

Coca-leaves    48  ...  45 

Colocynth   18  ...  3 

Coi'iander-seed  ...  25  ...  0 

Cubebs    57  ...  0 

Cumin-seed   63  ...  0 

Cuseus    10  ...  0 

Cuttle-fishbone  ...  65  ...  11 

Divi-divi    72  ...  72 

Dragon's-blood  ...  47  ...  8 

Egg-yolk    2  ...  0 

Elemi   10  ...  0 

Ergot.............   25  ...  13 

Euphorbium   4  ...  0 

Fennel-seed   £0  ... 

Fenugreek   30  ... 

Gamboge    48  ... 

Guaiacum   2  ... 

Gum  arable    16  ... 

Honey— 

Australian    16  ... 

Jamaica   294  ... 

Insect-flowers    29  ... 

Insect-powder   18  ... 

Ipecacuanha — 

Johore    35  ... 

Rio(MattoGrosso)  30  ... 

Rio  (Minas)    8  ... 

Jalap   52  ... 

Kamala   3  ... 

Kino    30  ... 

Ko'a.    17  ... 

Lime-juice    20  ... 

Liquorice-juice  ...  16  ... 

Milk-powder    2  ... 

Musk  pods    1  ... 

Myrrh   29  ... 

Nux  vomica   194  ... 

Oil- 
camphor   19  ... 

cananga   5  ... 

chaulmoogra    ...  5  ... 


0 
7 
0 
1 

0 

203 
9 
0 

35 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

15 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 


Offered 

Oil- 
cinnamon-leaf  ...  10  . 

clo  »    2  . 

cod-liver   35  . 

eucalyptus   68  . 

lemongrass    18  . 

lime  (W.I.)    2  . 

peppermint    33  . 

rose    3  . 

wood    53  . 

Olibanum   43  . 

Orange-peel   40  . 

Orchella-weed   77  . 

Orris  (Verona)   5  . 

Patchouli-leaves  ...  25  . 

Papain    3  . 

Pistachio  nuts   5  . 

Puree   3  . 

Quince-seed   8  . 

Rhatany   25  . 

Rhubarb — 

China   23  . 

Sandarac    8  . 

Sarsaparilla   33  . 

Scablac    14  . 

Seedlac   41  . 

S  ;nna — 

Tinnevelly   231  . 

Soy   53  . 

Squill   6  . 

Sticklac   39  . 

Strophanthus    11  . 

Tamarinds    109  . 

Touka-beans..'i   7  . 

Turmeric    224  . 

Vermilion   5  . 

Wax  (bees') — 

Australian    21  . 

East  Indian   148  . 

Jamaica   20  . 

Madagascar    255  . 

Morocco    30  . 

Nyassaland   1  . 

Spanish   5  . 

Zanzibar    208  . 


Sold 


0 
0 

*6 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 

27 

*2 
0 
5 
0 
0 
0 

*2 
0 

25 

6 
0 
15 
14 

0 

178 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

167 
2 

4 
35 
19 
45 
0 
1 
0 
32 


Sold  privately. 


Aloes. — Ten  boxes  of  fair  capey  Curagoa  were  bought  in 
at  25s.  per  cwt.,  and  a  further  10  boxes  of  good  livers  were 
bought  in  at  the  fancy  price  of  60.?.  Cape  aloes  was  in 
larger  supply,  and  met  with  a  decline  of  about  1.?.  per  cwt. 
Good  bright  hard  sold  at  from  27s.  to  28s.,  and  for  fail- 
ditto  24s.  to  25s.  was  paid.  Fair,  slightly  coarse  and  dull, 
realised  from  21s.  to  22s.,  and  common  gritty  20s.  6c/.  per 
cwt.  Good  bright  Socotrine  in  kegs  was  held  at  80s.,  and 
Zanzibar  in  skins  was  bought  in  at  27s.  6c/.  for  fair  hard, 
for  the  best  lots. 

Ammoniacum. — A  case  of  fine  pale  loose  clean  tear,  slightly 
blocky,  realised  55s.  per  cwt.  subject. 

Annatto  Seed. — Dearer.  Two  bags  of  fair  bright  East 
Indian  brought  7c/.  per  lb.,  and  for  1  bag  of  Calicut  5^c/.  was 
paid. 

Argol  partly  sold  at  36s.  for  red  and  45s.  for  good  greyish 
Cape. 

Asafetida. — Some  new  arrivals  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
partly  sold  at  steady  prices,  including  fine  pale  almonds, 
slightly  blocky  and  earthy  at  65s.  to  70s.,  free  drop,  part 
reddish,  at  from  63s.  to  65s.,  and  partly  soft  almonds  at  55s., 
hard  pinky  and  partly  soft  block  at  30s.,  and  common  stony 
at  20s.  per  cwt.  ;  for  good  pale  drop  with  a  few  dark  pieces 
95s.  was  refused,  5/.  5s.  being  wanted. 

Balsam  Tolu. — For  good  hard  genuine  balsam  in  small 
tins  Is.  was  refused,  Is.  Id.  being  wanted.  Fair  hard  in 
large  tins  was  held  at  9£c/.,  fair  but  slightly  drossy  at  9c/.. 
and  drossy  at  8c7.  per  lb.  A  sale  of  2  cases  fair,  slightly  soft^ 
was  made  at  10c/.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  was  entirely  neglected,  not  a  package 
being  sold.  For  a  parcel  of  18 "cases  of  good  Sumatra 
seconds,  well-packed,  with  bold  to  extra  bold  white  almonds, 
11.  15s.  per  cwt.  was  wanted. 

Btjchu-leaves  were  fully  steady  for  fine  green,  which 
were  scarce,  nothing  of  this  description  being  obtainable 
under  6d.  per  lb.,  which  price  was  paid  for  a  few  bales. 
Yellowish  and  stalky  may  be  had  under  this  figure. 


Camphor. — Six  cases  of  Chinese  crude  sold  at  13/.  per  cwt. 
A  further  15  cases  of  Formosan  crude  (Samuel's  BB)  from 
Bombay  were  held  at  15/.  10s.,  but  the  broker  said  he  was 
open  "for  a  bid  " ;  25  cases  Japanese  refined  were  bought 
in  nominally  at  3s.  for  -g-oz.  tablets. 

Cardamons. — There  was  an  excellent  demand  at  firm 
prices  generally,  except  in  the  case  of  Bombay  seed,  which 
was  dearer.  The  following  prices  were  paid  :  Ceylon- 
Mysores,  fine  bold  pale,  2s.  5c/.,  good  bold  to  extra  bold 
pale  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  10c/.,  fair  bold  pale  Is.  4c/.  to  Is.  5c/.,  bold 
medium  pale  to  palish  Is.  2c/.  to  Is.,  bold  medium  round 
yellowish  Is.  Id.,  small  and  medium  pale  11c/.  to  Is.,  extra 
small  dullish  9J,c/.  to  10c/.  small  pale  9c/.  to  10c/.,  very  small 
pale  7-Lf/.  to  8c/.,  brown  and  splits  7^c7.  to  8J,c/.,  Seed  9c/.  to 
ll^c/.,  good  Bombay  seed  Is.  Ceylon-Malabar  brown  10c/.. 
and  Mangalore  round  Is.  7c/.  For  18  cases  of  small  to 
medium  heavy  greenish  Akppy  a  bid  of  8c/.  was  refused, 
lid.  being  buying-in  price. 

Cascara  Sagrada  was  about  2s.  per  cwt.  easier.  340  bags 
of  the  1903  crop  selling  without  reserve  at  from  30s.  to  31s. 
per  cwt.  for  fair,  part  thickish  and  coarse  bark. 

Cascarilla. — In  better  demand.  Eight  bales  of  small 
broken  quill  sold  at  from  40s.  to  47s.  per  cwt.  Five  bales 
sittings  realised  35s.,  and  bold,  part  silvery  quill  was  held 
at  65s. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Four  bags  of  good  bold  fresh  West 
Indian  pod  brought  20s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — Thirty-six  serons  of  Crown  bark  sold  at 
9^cZ.  for  sound  Loxa,  and  at  from  2-J.cZ.  subject  to  7c/.  sub- 
ject for  water-damaged ;  damaged  Huanuco  brought  5§c/. 
to  6|c/.  subject.  Ninety-seven  bales  of  good  flat  cultivated 
Calisaya  sold  at  10c/.  for  sound,  and  at  from  6c/.  to  9|c/. 
for  damaged;  127  bales  of  Cartagena  were  offered,  bold 
flat  being  bought  in  at  Qd.,  damaged  selling  at  2^c/. 
Bold  red  quill,  water-damaged,  brought  4^c/.  to  5^c/.  sub- 
ject, according  to  damage,  and  for  47  bales  Calisaya  bark, 
partly  spurious,  from  2c/.  to  6|c/.  was  paid.  A  further 
6  serons  of  fair  Loxa  quill  sold  at  9j(/.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — Ceylon  brought  firm  prices,  from  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  3<Z.  being  paid  for  fair  to  good  green  leaf  (Huanuco 
character),  and  for  middling  to  fair  brownish  9c/.  to  11c/. 
was  paid ;  some  45  cases  were  sold. 

Colocynth. — Good  pale  Persian  pulp  sold  at  2s.  Id. 
per  lb.  For  good  pale  Turkey  apple  Is.  5c/.  was  wanted, 
and  6  cases  of  Spanish  from  Almeria  were  bought  in  at 
Is.  4c7. 

Cuttlefish  Bone. — A  bale  of  whole  dullish  sold  at  4^c/., 
of  half  broken  3  bales  sold  at  3c/..  and  for  broken  lfc/.  per  lb. 
was  paid  for  5  bales.  Two  bags  of  fine  pale  whole  bone 
realised  7gc/. 

Divi-divi  from  St.  Vincent  sold  at  11.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's  Blood  was  about  12s.  6c/.  to  15s.  easier,  seven 
cases  of  good,  bright,  handpicked,  re-boiled  lump  selling  at 
11/.  For  fair  lump  a  bid  of  11.  was  refused,  7/.  10s.  being 
wanted.    A  case  of  Zanzibar  dust  realised  47s. 

Elemi. — For  ten  cases  of  fair  hard  dry  yellowish  26s. 
per  cwt.  was  wanted. 

Ergot. — Lower.  Nine  bags  of  bold  but  wormy  Spanish 
realised  Is.  2c/.  per  lb.  Five  bags  of  common  grey  Russian 
had  been  sold  privately.  Privately  Is.  5c/.  to  Is.  6c/.  net  is 
quoted  for  sound  Russian  or  Spanish  on  the  spot. 

Gamboge  was  about  4/.  per  cwt.  lower  compared  with  last 
nominal  prices,  four  cases  of  good  unsorted  Siam  partly 
blocky  pipe  selling  at  from  16/.  to  16/.  15s.  per  cwt.  A  case 
of  very  blocky  Pile  2  Siam  pipe  sold  without  reserve  at 
14/.  5s. 

Gum  Arabic. — A  small  sale  of  fair  picked  Trieste  tear  was 
made  at  77s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — New  liquid  Jamaica  was  in  good  demand  at 
firmer  prices.  Good  white  set,  in  barrels  and  cases,  sold  at 
from  26s.  to  27s.,  and  for  2  casks  29s.  was  paid.  Palish 
hard  set  brought  22s.,  fair  bright  amber  liquid  to  dark 
brown  and  red  liquid  brought  from  25s.  to  19s.  6c/.,  down  to 
16s.  for  common  dark  liquid. 

Insect  Flowers. — Nine  bales  of  three-quarter  closed 
Dalmatian  sold  without  reserve  at  50s.  to  51s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  was  slightly  easier, 
4  or  5  bales  changing  hands  at  4s.  10c/.  per  lb.  for  ordinary 
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lean,  but  the  bulk  of  the  offerings  were  held  at  5s.  per  lb. 
Minas  was  held  at  4s.  10(7.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  lean  and 
dull.  Interest  centred  in  35  bales  of  East  Indian,  which 
were  offered  at  the  close  of  the  auction.  It  was  all  sold, 
with  excellent  competition,  at  fully  previous  prices — viz., 
at  5s.  per  lb.  for  good  bold  well  annulated  native  picked 
root  (2  bales  5s.  Id.)  and  4s.  8d.  to  4s.  lid.  for  damaged. 
It  was  a  fairly  uniform  parcel. 

Jalap. — Neglected.  A  bid  of  4(7.  per  lb.  was  refused  for 
jalap  containing  from  9.35  per  cent,  to  11.8  per  cent,  of 
resin,  6d.  being  the  buying-in  price.  Privately,  4g(7.  per  lb. 
is  quoted  on  the  spot. 

Kola. — A  lot  of  13  bags,  consisting  of  small  to  medium 
West  Indian  mixed  with  African,  sold  at  35(Z.  to  3^(7. 
per  lb.,  and  for  2  bags  slightly  wormy  West  Indian  4^c7. 
was  paid. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  parcel  of  dark  from  Saigon  sold  at  8s., 
and  for  sea-damaged  7s.  was  paid.  Small  bright  Madras 
brought  9s.  per  cwt.  subject,  and  7  bags  of  fair  small  Ceylon 
sold  at  9s. 

Oils,  Essential. — Eight  cases  of  Ceylon  Cinnamon-leaf 
oil  realised  If  (7.  per  oz.,  which  is  the  price  asked  privately. 
A  case  of  good  West  Indian  distilled  Lime  oil  sold  at  Is.  6d. 
per  lb.  subject,  and  for  another  case  Is.  7^(7.  was  paid. 
Eighteen  cases  of  Lemongrass  oil,  containing  78  to  79  per 
cent,  citral,  were  held  at  83(7.,  at  which  sales  have  been  made 
privately.  For  2  cases  of  Clove  oil,  guaranteed  85  per  cent, 
eugenol,  2s.  6(7.  was  wanted.  Prices  of  Eucalyptus  oil  are 
rather  easier  with  the  approach  of  summer;  Is.  per  lb.  was 
asked  for  "  Magnet  "  brand  in  auction,  and  for  oil  containing 
72  to  73  per  cent,  cineol  Is.  2d.  was  wanted.  Several  parcels 
had  been  sold  privately,  including  10  cases  of  Portuguese 
oil  and  6  of  B.P.  quality. 

Olibanum. — Fourteen  cases  of  sittings  sold  at  from 
12s.  6d.  to  17s.,  and  for  7  bales  of  garblings  13s.  6d.  was 
paid.    A  few  cases  of  ordinary  drop  sold  at  31s.  per  cwt. 

OitANGE-rEEL. — A  few  small  sales  of  Maltese  and  Tripoli 
strip  were  made  at  bd.  per  lb.  subject. 

Orris. — Five  bags  of  dull  Verona  sorts,  apparently 
bleached,  sold,  without  reserve,  at  17s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Puree. — Two  cases  of  damp  Calcutta  had  been  sold  pri- 
vately, and  for  the  remaining  case  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  was 
wanted. 

Rhatany. — Common  chumpy  Peruvian  (25  bags)  sold 
without  reserve  at  l^d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — The  fact  that  stocks  of  rhubarb  are  getting 
low  and  that  no  arrivals  have  taken  place  for  some  weeks 
past  did  not  appear  to  influence  buyers.  Sellers,  however, 
were  firm,  especially  for  Shensi,  which  was  practically  all 
bought  in  at  fancy  prices.  Four  cases  of  bold  flat  Canton, 
with  three-quarters  fair  pinky  fracture,  rather  roughly 
trimmed,  sold  at  valuation — namely,  Is.  4rf.  per  lb. — and 
for  a  case  of  spongy  Canton  pickings,  with  three-quarters 
good  colour,  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  was  paid.  For  3  cases  of  small 
to  bold  flat  High-dried,  with  three-quarters  good  pinky 
fracture,  Is.  2d.  was  wanted. 

Sarsaparilla—  No  grey  Jamaica  was  offered;  13  bales 
of  Lima-Jamaica  offered  and  sold  at  an  advance  of  fully  Id. 
per  lb.,  Is.  being  paid  for  barely  fair.  Middling  red  native 
Jamaica  sold  at  l^d.  to  8(7.  for  2  bales.  The  limit  for  3  bales 
of  Honduras  was  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Scablac  sold  at  steady  prices,  14  bags  of  small  dusty 
native  Madras  realising  5/.  per  cwt. 

Senna. — Tinnevelly,  considering  the  poor  quality  that 
offered,  sold  at  firm  prices,  including  small  ordinary  partly 
specky  and  damaged,  Id.  to  l±d.,  and  medium  and  small 
greenish  l±d.  to  l%d.  per  lb.  Pods,  fair  to  good,  sold  at 
from  lf(Z.  to  2d. 

Turmeric  sold  at  rather  firmer  prices,  40  bags  of  slightly 
wormy  Madras  finger  realising  from  14s.  3(7.  to  14s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  and  a  parcel  of  24  bags  consisting  of  wormy 
Madras  finger  and  wormy  bulb  realised  from  12s.  to  14s. 
per  cwt. 

Vermilion  partly  sold  at  3s.  per  lb.  for  "Winkat" 
brand. 

Wax,  Bees'. — East  Indian  was  in  good  demand,  the  sales 
comprising  11  robbins  of  fair,  half  pale  yellow,  half  grey, 


from  Coconada  at  5/.  15s.  per  cwt.  Twelve  cases  of  Bombay 
brought  51.  15s.  to  51.  17s.  6d. ;  and  12  cases  fine  pale,  pait 
grey  brought  6/.  2s.  6(7.  Thirty-two  bags  mixed  grey  and 
yellow  Zanzibar  brought  6/.  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  4  bags  fair 
Australian  from  Sydney  sold  at  11.  subject.  Jamaica  was  in 
good  demand  at  full  prices,  fair  to  good  red  and  brown 
realising  11.  12s.  6d.,  and  ordinary  dark  brown,  with  a  few 
red,  at  7/.  5s.  per  cwt.  Sound  Madagascar  was  limited  at 
11.  10s.,  and  for  slightly  wormy  6/.  12s.  6d.  to  6/.  17s.  6d. 
was  paid.  Good  bleached  Calcutta  was  held  for  11.  10s.  per 
cwt.,  and  a  bag  of  Nyassaland  brought  5/.  per  cwt. 


Java  Quinine-auction. 

At  the  Java  quinine-auction  held  at  Batavia  on  May  10, 
4,005  kilos,  of  Ed.  II.  was  offered,  of  which  3,474  kilos,  was 
sold  at  an  average  price  of  16.20f.  per  kilo — about  equal  to  a 
unit  of  5.85c.  Amsterdam,  against  a  unit  of  6c.  paid  at  the 
previous  auction.  The  next  auction  to  be  held  at  Batavia  will 
take  place  on  June  14. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  conditions  ruling  in  the  heavy-chemical  market 
continue  much  the  same  as  recently  reported,  and  accord- 
ingly there  is  nothing  of  very  special  moment  to  record.  On 
the  whole  the  general  demand  is  very  fair,  while  values  are 
maintained. 

Alkali-produce. — Recent  figures  rule,  and  there  is  a  fair 
demand  for  main  products  with  the  exception  of  bleaching- 
powder,  which  keeps  quiet. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  maintains  a  firm  tone,  and  deliveries 
are  being  well  taken  up.  There  is,  however,  little  business  of 
moment  being  transacted  on  forward  account.  Present 
nearest  prices  are :  Beckton  121.  lbs.  3(7.,  Beckton  terms 
121.  12s.  bd.,  London  121.  lis.  9(7.  to  121.  15s.,  Leith  121.  lbs., 
and  Hull  121.  10s. 

Alumina-products. — The  general  consumptive  demand 
keeps  well  up  to  the  average,  and  is,  if  anything,  somewhat 
heavier  both  on  home  and  export  account.  Values  are  firm, 
and  as  they  are  somewhat  on  the  low  side  an  improvement  is 
not  out  of  the  question.  Crystal  alum,  lump,  5/.  to  5/.  5s.  per 
ton;  lump,  in  tierces,  5/.  5s.  to  5/.  10s.  per  ton,  and  ground, 
in  bags,  5/.  10s.  to  5/.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  alumina, 
purest  qualities  and  practically  free  of  iron,  4/.  to  47.  10s. 
per  ton  for  ordinary  strength  in  casks,  with  usual  allowances 
for  bags  and  loose  slabs  and  customary  extra  for  higher 
strengths.  Aluminous  cake  50s.  to  55s.  per  ton,  and  alumino- 
ferric  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton,  according  to  delivery,  package, 
and  condition.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  purest  quality  and  high 
strength  Ab03,  12/.  to  12/.  10s.  per  ton  in  large  casks;  special 
pulp  hydrate  of  alumina.  15s.  to  17s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  ;  pulp  dried 
in  lump  37s.  6(7.  to  38s.  per  cwt.,  and  ground  38s.  to  38s.  6(7. 
per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda,  high  strength  AUOa,  35s.  to 
37s.  6(7.,  and  second  quality  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt.  Carbonate  of 
alumina  35s.  to  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quantity  and 
package,  etc. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  Mat/  9. 

Business  is  very  quiet,  and  there  is  little  doing  in  our  drug- 
market  at  present. 

Antimony  is  steady  at  40m.  per  100  kilos. 

Agar- Agar  is  quiet  at  265m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  unchanged.  First-hands  ask  725m., 
and  second-hands  690m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  on  the  spot  is  scarce  at  10m.  per  kilo. 

Carnauba  Wax.— Grey  is  quiet  at  280m.  per  100  kilos.,  while 
yellow  is  scarce  and  very  firm  at  410m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quiet  at  65m.  per  100  kilos. 

Coriander-seed  is  quoted  65m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  firm,  Mogador  being  quoted  51m.  and  Maltese 
55m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cevadilla  seed  is  firmer;  70m.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked. 

Elemi  is  scarce  at  80m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  on  the  spot  is  firmer  at  81m.,  and  for  forward 
delivery  75m.  per  100  kilos,  is  quoted. 
Kola  is  quiet  at  70m.  to  75m.  per  100  kilos. 
Lycofodium  is  tending  lower  at  735m.  per  100  kilos. 
Ipecacuanha  is  quiet,  Rio  offering  at  11m.  per  kilo. 
Menthol  is  unchanged  at  14jm.  per  kilo. 
Senega  is  quiet  at  625m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  quiet  at  45-im.  per  100  kilos,  for 
first-pressing  in  barrels.  Cod-liver  is  quiet  at  75m.  per  barrel. 
Chinese  wood  oil  is  firm  at  55m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential).— Peppermint  is  quiet;  H.G.H.  is  quoted 
144m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  9m.  per  kilo.  Staranise  oil  is 
10.75m.  to  11m.  per  kilo.,  and  cassia  oil  6.65m.  to  7m.  per 
kilo.   Camphor  oil  is  firm  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 
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2>ru($ssstan&art>s : 

Their  Use  and  Abuse."' 

By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S. 


I FEEL  that  I  must  offer  you  some  apology  in  bringing 
before  you  this  afternoon  the  vexed  question  of  the 
utility  of  drug-standards,  but  your  committee  has  been 
kind  enough  to  say  that  the  subject  is  one  that  is  worth 
consideration  and  discussion  by  your  members,  and  has 
paid  me  the  compliment  of  asking  me  to  open  the  dis- 
cussion with  a  few  observations. 

I  have  already,  before  an  evening  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  (November  1902),  read  a  paper  on  the 
subject  of  standards  for  medicines,  including  in  it  full  par- 
ticulars of  such  averages  as  might  appear  to  be  of  service  in 
the  guidance  of  pharmacists,  manufacturers,  analysts,  and 
others. 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  for  the  enforcing  of  a  law 
dealing  with  the  purity  of  foods  and  drugs,  since  mini- 
mum standards  have  been  fixed  for  dairy-produce,  serious 
•consideration  should  be  directed  to  the  question  of  whether 
standards  should  not  be  fixed  for  the  other  section  of  the 
Act — viz.,  that  of  drugs. 

No  difference  of  opinion  can  exist  that  the  outcome  of 
fixing  minimum  standards  is  a  tendency  to  work  down 
to  them  ;  if  proof  be  wanting,  one  can  point  to  the  analytical 
results  obtained  by  many  workers  since  the  introduction  of 
the  standards  for  milk  and  butter,  framed  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Minimum  Standards. 

Although  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  the  case  of  the 
minimum  drug-standards  fixed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  Ireland  this  tendency  has  not  so  far  shown  itself 
to  any  great  extent,  yet  it  is  one  bound  to  exist,  notwith- 
standing the  precautionary  remarks  that  accompany  the 
official  schedules. 

It  would  appear  that  unless  a  new  Sale  of  Drugs 
Act  is  to  be  framed,  entirely  distinct  from  the  Sale  of 
Foods  Act,  the  standards  for  which  shall  be  definite  ones 
included  in  the  Act,  or  the  power  for  the  working  of 
which  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  either  a  Standing 
.■Committee  of  Reference  or  some  similarly  constituted 
.authority  (which,  I  am  afraid,  is  not  likely),  then  some 
guiding  statements  might  be  conveniently  included  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  It  is  with  a  view  to  ventilating 
this  question  and  hearing  the  opinions  of  pharmacists  that 
I  now  bring  the  subject  under  your  notice. 

I  do  not  for  the  moment  propose  to  deal  with  standards 
■of  purity  for  chemicals.  I  have  already  referred  to  these 
in  my  paper  on  "  Standards  for  Medicines,"  and  have  there 
set  out  the  opinion  that  standards  for  chemicals  should  be 
,-as  nearly  as  possible  those  of  purity,  taking  into  con- 
sideration on  the  one  hand  regard  for  the  public  health, 
.and,  on  the  other,  economy  in  manufacture,  it  being  obvious 
'that  there  is  little  use  in  wasting  money  by  arriving  at 
a  standard  of  absolute  chemical  purity  at  an  extravagant 
•and  disproportionate  cost.  My  friend  Mr.  Charles  Hill 
.put  it  in  a  nutshell,  if  he  will  excuse  me  referring  to  it, 
when  he  said  that  ' '  all  chemicals  should  be  pure  for 
pharmaceutical  purpose." 

Dealing  with  galenicals,  the  matter  is  not  so  easy.  I 
pointed  out  in  my  1902  paper  that  the  standardisaticn  of 
galenical  preparations,  not  dependent  upcn  definite  potent 
principles,  is  cne  of  the  greatest  difficulty,  which  may, 
■under  certain  conditions,  lead  to  fraud  and  sophistication. 
It  is  not,  however,  easy  to  add  extractive  to  tinctures 
•deficient  in  extractive  without,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
imuch  trouble  if  it  is  to  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
avoid  detection  by  experts. 

Protecting  the  Public. 
One  must  assume,  reviewing  the  prosecutions  that  have 
(taken  place  in  recent  years — for  example,  in  respect  to  the 

*  A  paper  read  to  the  West  Ham  Chemists*  Association 
.on  May  11. 


sale  of  acetum  scillfe  deficient  in  acetic  acid,  and  compound 
tincture  of  benzoin  deficient  in  extractive— that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  the  protection  of  the  public.  But  when  one 
sees  in  one  case  the  analyst  indicating  that  his  idea  of  what 
should  be  the  strength  was  based  on  a  simple  calculation, 
few  experiments,  and  "his  standard  might  be  too  high," 
and  in  the  other  case  one  sees  the  Government  Laboratory 
opposed  in  views  to  one  of  our  leading  analysts  who  had 
condemned  a  sample  of  compound  tincture  of  benzoin  for 
deficient  extractive,  notwithstanding  that  the  records  of 
all  pharmaceutical  workers  were  largely  in  support  of  the 
analyst,  it  is  not  difficult  to  realise  that  an  advantage  rather 
than  a  disadvantage  is  likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  publica- 
tion of  certain  standards,  either  minimum  or  average  ones. 

Then  comes  the  question  as  to  whether  these  standards 
should  be  included  in  some  work  to  be  published  by 
authority,  and  used  for  enforcement  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  or,  failing  such  special  publication,  then  pos- 
sibly in  a  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Although  the  Pharma- 
copoeia is  only  a  standard  for  the  dispensing  of  physicians' 
prescriptions,*  yet  in  the  absence  of  any  other  authoritative 
guide,  it  has  been  and  is  frequently  accepted  by  magistrates, 
acting  under  the  guidance  of  medical  men,  analysts,  and 
pharmacists,  as  a  standard  for  crude  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
galenicals,  and  will  presumably  continue  to  be  used  in  that 
way,  in  the  absence  of  the  publication  of  standards  specifi- 
cally framed  for  the  working  of  the  Act. 

Should  the  Standards  be  in  the  B.P.  ? 

The  matter  naturally  is  clearly  one  that  is  not  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  medical  profession,  except  so  far  as  their  in- 
terest in  the  uniformity  of  medicines  used  in  dispensing  of 
their  prescriptions  is  concerned  ;  but  it  is  of  vital  importance 
to  the  pharmacist,  who  may  be  assailed  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for  vending  to  the  public  drugs 
differing  from  "somebody's"  views  of  what  the  standard 
of  their  excellence  or  purity  should  be.  It  is  true  that 
rebutting  evidence  can  be  brought  forward,  as  in  some 
cases  that  have  recently  been  heard,  and  especially  one 
may  cite  the  cod-liver  oil  cases;  but  the  expense  is  great, 
and  it  is  frequently  beyond  the  power  of  the  defendant  to 
offer  such  evidence  as  may  be  sufficient  to  override  the 
opinions  of  a  public  analyst  in  his  own  district. 

In  the  position  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves,  I,  per- 
sonally, hold  the  view  that  the  double  purpose  of  safe- 
guarding the  public  and  protecting  the  pharmacist  could  be 
served  by  the  inclusion  in  a  British  Pharmacopoeia,  prefer- 
ably in  the  form  of  an  appendix,  of  average  specific  gravi- 
ties of  tinctures,  average  extractives,  and  possibly  minimum 
alcoholic  strengths,  such  data  to  be  used  by  analysts  with, 
discretion  in  their  work,  and  to  be  used  by  manufacturers 
or  pharmacists  in  the  checking  of  their  finished  products, 
whether  it  be  on  a  large  or  small  scale.  Having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  I  have  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  the 
B.P.  Committee  of  Reference  in  Pharmacy.  I  think  it  well 
to  repeat  that  my  opinion  as  now  given  is  entirely  a  personal 
one.  The  whole  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  will  doubtless 
be  carefully  considered  by  the  Committee,  whose  expe- 
rienced advice  will  naturally  have  great  weight  with  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council. 
It  is  therefore  certainly  not  too  early  to  give  considera- 
tion to  it  .  especially  if  such  discussion  only  leads  up  to  the 
point  of  impressing  on  our  legislators  the  necessity  for  tho 
partition  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  a  settle- 
ment either  of  definite  standards  for  the  latter,  or  the  con- 
stitution of  a  Board  of  Reference  to  which  difficulties  may 
be  submitted,  leaving  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  what  it 
should  be — a  work  compiled  under  medical  authority  as  a 
guide  to  physicians  in  prescribing  and  to  pharmacists  in  dis- 
pensing. 

*  It  should,  perhaps,  be  noted  that  the  Medical  Acts  do  not 
specifically  limit  the  incidence  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
to  the  dispensing  of  the  prescriptions  of  medical  practitioners, 
but  the  rights  of  chemists  as  regards  sales  are  reserved  by 
Section  55  of  the  1858  Act  as  follows : 

Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed 
to  extend  to  prejudice  or  in  any  way  to  affect  the  lawful 
occupation,  trade,  or  business  of  chemists  and  druggists  and 
dentists,  or  the  rights,  privileges,  or  employment  of  duly 
licensed  apothecaries  in  Ireland,  so  far  as  the  same  extend 
to  selling,  compounding,  or  dispensing  medieir.cs. 
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THE  India  Office  has  issued  its  annual  Blue-book  of  Tables 
relating  to  the  Trade  of  British  India  with  British 
Possessions  and  Foreign  Countries  1899-1900  to  1903-4, 
which  is  supplementary  to  the  Annual  Statement  of  Trade, 
full  reference  to  which  was  made  in  our  issue  of  January  28, 
1905,  p.  179.  The  present  return  contains  statistics  of  the 
foreign  trade  during  the  last  five  financial  years,  and  gives 
details  of  imports  and  exports,  all  values  being  in  pounds 
at  the  rate  of  15  rupees  to  11.  In  1903-4  the  total  of  the 
imports  of  merchandise  (exclusive  of  Government  stores) 
into  British  India  by  sea  was  56,548.862?.  as  compared  with 
52,525.272?.  in  1902-3 ;  while  the  total  value  of  the  exports 
of  merchandise,  Indian  produce  and  manufactures  (ex- 
clusive of  Government  stores),  was  99,756,049?.,  as  against 
83,919,834?.  in  the  preceding  financial  year.  The  total  of  the 
imports  and  exports  by  land  and  sea  (inclusive  of  Govern- 
ment stores  and  treasure)  in  1903-4  was  208.963.709?.,  as 
compared  with  175,314,614?.  in  1902-3.  Of  the  imports  of 
merchandise  Great  Britain  and  her  possessions  contributed 


Imports 

Exports  and  Re-exports 

19D2-3 

1903-4 

1902-3 

1903-4  " 

lbs. 

86.9f5,lf9 

85  8£7.737 

416.448 

365.7C0 

Cardamoms  

If 5  960 

269.132 

.-28,940 

301  934 

7.132.678 

6  650.913 

1.033.346 

716.691 

664,041 

2.104.746 

7,397,702 

12.061,517 

P26.B71 

571.118 

Pepper   

1. 904. 573 

748.011 

9  310,166 

14.348,983 

Other  spices  .... 

252,083 

306.368 

520,412 

216.236 

221,239 

232,494 

3,924 

24.187 

cwt. 

61,081 

67,930 

3,478 

2,066 

Arsenic   

2.957 

2.380 

Bicarbonate  of  soda,, 

76,486 

66.972 

Paper-making  chemi- 

cals  

£ 

30.699 

26.650 

Copperas   

cwt. 

17,727 

25,979 

Sal  ammoniac... 

3,810 

4.677 

985 

1,427 

Sulphur  

44.632 

46,581 

Sulphuric  acid... 

50.204 

74,666 

Other  chemicals 

"£ 

198,340 

215,331 

4.989 

4,782 

Drugs,  etc: — 

360 

Aloes   

cwt. 

649 

831 

373 

Asafctida   

3.887 

13.343 

476 

1.612 

His. 

1.171.880 

1.C91.108 

61,482 

88.287 

cwt. 

24.075 

21,733 

5,169 

4,001 

Galangal   

5.202 

5.174 

Quinine  

lbs. 

61.067 

51,863 

£ 

226.051 

251.289 

7.886 

17.635 

cwt. 

341 

252 

94,842 

102,494 

Imports 

Exports 

1902-3 

1903-4 

1902-3 

1903-4 

Dyes,  etc. — 

Alizarine  dyes  lbs. 

4.830,447 

6,699.635 

Aniline      ,,  ,, 

4,273,130 

5,482,964 

Cochineal   cwt. 

1,697 

1.156 

Gambier   „ 

26,270 

27.436 

1,064 

219 

65,377 

60,410 

2,432 

1,368 

Saffron    ,, 

295 

341 

3.142 

2.960 

Other  dyes   ,, 

15,140 

11,021 

2.397 

1,712 

Oils,  essential  ...gals. 

8,602 

10,406 

25,955 

26,091 

Gums  and  resins- 

Arabic    cwt. 

1,146 

2.404 

Benzoin   ,, 

13,052 

13,377 

|  84,137 

Olibanum  , 

28,582 

52.913 

97,739 

46.261 

92.750 

Other  sorts  ...  ,, 

16,082 

18.351 

Lac.  stick  and  seed  , . 

6,646 

5,060 

7,419 

6,383 

14,674 

20,871 

10,456 

10,196 

134,598 

161,224 

6.867 

6.060 

2,073,573 

1,916,200 

231,594 

229,237 

Turmeric    ,, 

126,076 

68,234 

2,969 

4,313 

1,579,498 

1,108,527 

Jther  crude  drugs  £ 

70,127 

80,234 

5,002 

5,333 

410,622 

392.114 

no  less  than  42,447,992?.  out  of  56,548.862?.,  and  of 
the  exports  46,632,975?.    worth  were  taken  by  British 


buyers.  We  have  selected  a  few  of  the  principal  items  of 
imports  and  exports  of  interest  to  the  drug  and  chemical 
trades,  and  those  who  require  further  details  concerning, 
these  articles  should  obtain  a  copy  of  the  book,  published  at 
Is.  3c?.  by  Messrs.  Wyman  &  feons,  and  the  Government 
booksellers  in  Dublin  and  Edinburgh. 


Imports 

Exports 

1902-3 

1903-4 

1902-3 

1903-4 

7,393 

3,980 

Aniseed   ,, 

1,207 

1,370> 

53,882 

62.566- 

Cumin    ,, 

19.293 

18.94a 

Fennel   

8.334 

14,085 

Other  ess.  oil  seeds  ,, 

54.282 

55,84? 

Castor  seed    ,, 

1,751,688 

1,566.838- 

4,481 

6.685. 

1.400* 

Chillies   lbs. 

9,508,512 

12,377,155 

*  J-'rom  September  19U3. 


The  Blue-book  also  gives  tables  of  imports  of  articles, 
distinguishing  principal  countries,  from  which  one  is  enabled 
to  see  the  source  of  the  chemicals,  drugs,  and  so  on.  The 
following  are  the  figures  for  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
past  five  years  : 


1E99-19C0 

19CC-1 

1901-2 

1902-3 

1903-4 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

250,883 

312  316 

317,652 

295,977 

315.867 

Drugs  and  medi- 

cines   

188.040 

219  096 

207.711 

215.881 

221,369 

Soap   

96,813 

102  623 

105.980 

131.769 

157,488- 

94,455 

95,558 

97,185 

128,132 

155,201 

Practically  all  the  alum,  sodium  bicarbonate,  borax,  paper- 
making  chemicals,  copperas,  sal  ammoniac,  and  sulphuric 
acid  were  shipped  direct  from  the  United  Kingdom.  Sicily 
supplied  the  sulphur  and  Hong-Kong  and  China  the  arsenic,, 
of  which  2,380  cwt.  was  imported.  The  bulk  of  the  million 
odd  pounds  of  camphor  was  obtained  from  Japan  and  the- 
Straits  Settlements.  Cocaine  appears  in  the  list  for  the  first 
time,  and  of  the  quinine  46.692  lbs.  was  obtained  from  Great- 
Britain,  2,234  lbs.  from  Belgium,  904  lbs.  from  the  U.S.A., 
and  2,033  lbs.  from  "  other  countries."  Of  the  balance  of 
unenumerated  drugs  and  medicines  (247,742?.)  the  U.K.  is. 
credited  with  180,994?.  India  is  a  large  consumer  of  saffron, 
which  practically  all  comes  from  France  direct.  Of  spirit 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  drugs,  medicines,  or  chemicals, 
India  imported  72,952  gals,  during  1903-4,  compared  with 
72,233  gals,  during  1902-3.  The  U.K.  supplied  57,787  gals. 
(57,240  gals,  in  1902-3),  and  Germany  3,320  gals.  (3.087  gals, 
in  1902-3).  Perfumed  spirit  was  imported  to  the  extent  of 
24,815  gals.,  an  increase  of  6,600  gals,  on  the  previous  year. 
The  U.K.  supplied  11,259  gals.  (9,103  gals,  in  1902-3),  and 
Germany  shipped  5,921  gals.  (4,622  gals,  in  1902-3).  A  con- 
siderable decrease  is  noticed  in  the  imports  of  methylated1 
spirit;  only  40,566  gals.  (4,652?.)  having  been  imported, 
against  91,352  gals  (9,837^.)  in  1902-3.  Germany  had  the- 
lion's  share  of  the  business,  having  sent  32,761  gals. 
(57,091  gals,  in  1902-3).  Austria-Hungary  shipped  6.497 
gals.  (19,721  gals,  in  1902-3)  and  "other  countries,"  which, 
included  the  U.K.,  exported  a  mere  1,308  gals.,  or  13,000" 
gals,  less  than  in  1902-3.  The  cardamom-exports  show  that 
the  U.K.  received  85,850  lbs..  Arabia  53,185  lbs.,  and  Ger- 
many 42,354  lbs.  Germany  has  the  bulk  of  the  trade  in  gum' 
arabic,  her  imports  during  1903-4  being  19,000  cwt.  out  of 
39,000  cwt.,  this  comparing  with  10,029  cwt.  for  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  United  States  is  the  largest  consumer  of 
sticklac,  and  of  essential-oil  seeds  Germany  secures  the- 
ajowan,  the  bulk  of  the  coriander  being  sent  to  Ceylon  and1 
the  Straits  Settlements. 


The  Mexican  Government  has  granted  to  Senor  Romula 
Fernandez,  represented  by  Lie.  Joaquin  D.  Casasus,  of  Vera 
Cruz,  a  ten-years'  concession  for  gathering  gums  and  resins- 
on  777,001  acres  of  Government,  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Quin- 
tana  Roo.  The  contractor  will  pay  $18  on  each  ton  of  chicle, 
gathered. 
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3nMa  ant>  tbe  East 

(News  from  our  own  Correspondents.) 

The  Bengal  Government  is  spending  Rs.  40,000  during 
the  current  official  year  on  the  enlargement  of  the  cinchona- 
factory  at  Darjeeling. 

Mr.  Tom  Bliss,  of  Lahore,  and  his  firm  (Messrs.  E. 
Plomer  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists)  are  subscribers  to 
the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  earthquake  sufferers  to  the 
extent  of  Rs.  100  and  Rs.  200  respectively. 

Surgical  Instruments  Wanted. — A  sum  of  Rs.  60,000 
is  to  be  spent  on  expanding  the  Bengal  Veterinary  College 
at  Belgatchia,  Calcutta.  British  veterinary  surgical-instru- 
ment makers  should  look  to  it  they  secure  that  part  of  the 
allotment  that  will  go  to  instruments. 

The  Opium-harvest  in  the  United  Provinces  of  India 
will,  it  is  understood,  in  spite  of  the  frost  and  cold  of 
January  and  February,  give  a  good  yield.  In  Central  India, 
on  the  contrary,  the  crop  is  reported  to  be  mostly  short  or 
poor,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  winter. 

Mr.  Alexander  Wilson,  the  Australian  and  Far  Eastern 
representative  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd., 
of  London,  passed  through  the  Straits  on  his  way  to  Burmah 
and  India  early  in  April.  After  "  doing  "  India  he  intends 
to  visit  England,  and  hopes  to  arrive  in  September  alter 
a  four-years'  absence. 

Sandalwood. — The  Mysore  Forest  Department  has  re- 
vised its  rates  for  the  sale  of  sandalwood  by  retail  at  the 
"Government  Depots.  These  rates  vary,  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  wood,  from  Rs.  200  to  as  much  as  Rs.  850  per 
ton.  The  most  expensive  woods  are  those  of  Vilayat  Budh, 
China  Budh,  Panjan,  Gholta,  Ghat  Badala,  Jajpokal,  and 
Cheria. 

The  Ceylon  Opium  Ordinance,  1899,  is  to  be  amended, 
and  the  draft  has  appeared  in  the  "Government  Gazette" 
of  April  19.  It  is  stated  that  this  Ordinance  is  considered 
(necessary  to  prevent  licensed  opium-sellers  from  evading 
the  provisions  of  Sections  15  and  16  of  Ordinance  5  of  1899 
by  entering  in  their  books  dealings  in  opium  as  gifts  or 
transfers,  and  not  as  sales. 

The  Selangor  Government  is  again  calling  for  tenders 
for  certain  drugs  and  medical  requisites,  a  list  of  which 
is  sent  to  the  chief  dispensaries  in  the  Straits  and  Federated 
States.  The  articles  required  include  50  lbs.  of  carbolic 
acid,  150  lbs.  of  lint,  and  150  lbs.  of  cotton-wool  and  other 
articles  in  the  same  proportion.  On  the  last  occasion 
in  January,  the  George  Town  Dispensary,  Ltd.,  Penang, 
secured  a  large  portion  of  the  order. 

Straits  Poison  Bill. — The  Bill  passed  its  second  read- 
ing in  the  Legislative  Council  on  April  7.  The  petitions 
sent  in  by  the  chemists  of  Penang  and  of  Singapore 
appeared  to  have  had  l.'ttle  influence,  for  two  of  the 
members  of  Council  (Dr.  Galloway  and  Mr.  Fort)  tried 
vainly  to  get  the  Bill  modified  so  as  to  be  more  in  favour 
of  qualified  chemists.  An  amendment  that  "  all  rules 
purporting  to  be  made  unc'er  this  Ordinance  shall  not  come 
into  force  until  approved  by  resolution  of  the  Council "  is, 
however,  a  distinct  advantage,  as  previously  this  power 
was  vested  in  the  Governor  in  Council.  The  clauses  stand 
as  published  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  January  21 
(p.  104),  but  the  following  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  poisons  schedule  : 

All  preparations  of  mercury  except  cinnabar. 

Lead  acetate. 

All  preparations  of  antimony  except  antimony  sulphide. 

Phosphorus. 

Chloral. 

Cannabis  indica  and  its  preparations  except  bhang. 
Cocaine  and  its  synthetic  analogues. 

All  natural  or  manufactured  products  which  contain  any 
of  the  following  substances  :  Brucine,  strychnine,  conine, 
aconitine,  atropine,  hyoscyamine.  veratrine,  physostig- 
mine,  curarine,  antiarine,  helleborin,  croton  oil,  digitalis, 
cocaine. 

The  following  are  amendments  : 
Oxalic  acid  and  all  oxalates. 

All  vegetable  alkaloids  and  tbeir  preparations  except 
(a)  Those  of  the  quinine  and  cinchonine  group. 
(6)  Caffeine. 
<lc)  Theobromine. 


The  inclusion  of  chloral  shows  that  chemists  have  not 
been  consulted  in  framing  the  schedule — chloral  hydrate 
is  doubtless  intended.  The  exemption  of  cinnabar  is  pro- 
bably another  mistake,  the  Council  evidently  aiming 
at  vermilion,  which  is  largely  used  in  the  Straits  by  the 
Chinese.  There  will  be  a  great  uproar  if  the  Chinese  are 
prevented  from  dealing  in  vermilion.  Bhang  is  a  source 
of  revenue,  and  is  farmed  out  by  the  Government.  The 
third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  to  have  been  taken  on 
April  14. 


Soutb  Hfrtcan  mews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by- 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Homeward  Bound. — Mr.  J.  M.  Goodenough,  chemist, 
Plumstead,  C.C.,  was  a  passenger  by  the  s.s.  Hertzog,  which 
sailed  from  Cape  Town  on  April  17  via  the  East  Coast  of 
Africa.  Mr.  Goodenough  goes  overland  from  Naples,  and 
is  due  to  arrive  in  England  about  May  29. 

Licences  have  been  issued  authorising  the  following 
gentlemen  to  practise  in  this  Colony  as  chemists  and 
druggists  :  Francis  Ernest  Holborow,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Gr.  Brit.,  1899  (formerly  of  Bristol)  ;  Alexander 
Pirie,  chemist  and  druggist,  Gr.  Brit.,  1903  (late  of  Keith, 
N.B.)  ;  John  Lloyd  Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist,  Gr. 
Brit.,  1898  (formerly  of  Flint). 

Business  on  the  Whole,  writes  our  Cape  correspondent, 
is  very  much  brighter  and  better.  Taking  into  considera- 
tion the  general  depression  in  all  trades,  chemists  have  no 
reason  to  grumble  at  their  present  turnover.  South 
Africans  are  pessimistic  when  things  are  bad ;  but  too  opti- 
mistic when  a  boom  is  on.  Everybody  is  anxiously  await- 
ing the  turn  of  the  tide,  and  it  is  generally  hoped  the  time 
is  not  far  distant. 

Artificially  Coloured  Sugar. — The  Board  of  Trade 
have  received  a  copy  of  the  "  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Govern- 
ment Gazette"  for  March  31,  in  which  notice  is  given  to 
the  effect  that  "persons  selling,  exposing,  or  attempting  to 
sell,  or  importing  as  merchandise,  sugar  artificially  coloured 
to  fraudulently  imitate  Demerara  sugar,  or  other  naturally 
coloured  sugar,"  are  liable  to  proceedings  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  and  Seeds  Act,  1890. 

Business  Changes. — The  business  recently  owned  by 
Mr.  Rossouw,  of  Westerford  Bridge,  Newlands,  has  been 
disposed  of  to  Mr.  E.  G.  Alexander,  chemist,  of  Hanover 
Street,  Cape  Town.  Mr.  Alexander  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness for  one  month,  and  took  the  stock  and  fixtures  to  his 
own  dispensary,  selling  the  book-debts  and  prescription- 
books  to  Mr.  Joseph  Sowden,  chemist,  Rondebosch. — 
Messrs.  Holden  &  Cross  have  recently  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  the  late  Mr.  M.  L.  Vogelgezang  at  Hanover  Street, 
Cape  Town. — Mr.  J.  Hall,  who  has  been  in  business  in 
Claremont  for  over  twelve  years,  is  retiring,  and  has  trans- 
ferred his  business  to  a  well-known  local  chemist.  Mr.  Hall 
has  been  in  bad  health  of  late,  hence  his  reason  for  disposing 
of  what  is  one  of  the  best  family  and  dispensing  businesses 
in  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

A  Half-holiday  Bill. — The  draft  of  a  Bill  "to  secure 
a  half-holiday  for  shop-assistants "  has  been  published  in 
the  "Government  Gazette."  The  Bill  seeks  to  enact  that 
every  shopkeeper  shall  elect  a  day  on  which  his  shop 
or  shops  shall  be  closed  not  later  than  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  for  the  remainder  of  such  day.  He  shall  inform 
the  local  authority  of  the  day  on  which  he  elects  to  be  closed. 
After  notification  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  shopkeeper 
to  do  or  permit  any  act  whereby  any  employe  is  or  may 
be  deprived  of  the  weekly  half-holiday.  On  failure  by 
any  shopkeeper  to  elect  under  the  Act,  his  shop  shall 
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•be  closed  on  Saturday  at  1  p.m.,  and  all  and  several  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  shall  apply  as  if  he  had  elected 
that  day.  Contravention  of  any  provision  renders  the 
offender  liable  to  a  fine  of  100?.,  or  one  month's  imprison- 
ment in  default.    The  "shop"  shall  include 

any  place  set  apart  temporarily  or  permanently  for  the  sale 
of  movables  by  retail,  and  whether  by  auction  or  not,  but 
shall  not  include  chemists'  shops,  restaurants,  cafes,  and 
eating-houses  (but  in  so  far  only  as  concerns  the  sale  of 
medicines,  surgical  appliances,  meals,  and  refreshments 
respectively),  or  hotels  and  bars  where  intoxicating  liquors 
are  sold  for  consumption  on  the  premises ;  provided  that  to 
each  employe  there  shall  be  assigned  by  his  employer  a 
half-holiday  on  at  least  one  week-day  in  each  week. 
The  Bill  would  repeal  the  Half-holiday  Acts  of  1899  and 
1904. 

Natal. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Benson,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Stockton-on-Tees,  has  started  in  business  at  Pietermaritz- 
burg. 

Among  the  Guests  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Transvaal 
Chemical,  Metallurgical,  and  Mining  Society  on  April  15 
was  Mr.  L.  Thomas,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  the  Transvaal.  The  function  was  a  brilliant  one, 
and  was  fully  representative  of  the  mining-industry  and 
scientific  societies  of  the  Band. 

Transvaal. 

For  Selling  Opium  to  Chinese  labourers  at  the  French 
Rand  Mine,  a  white  man  has  been  charged  at  the  Krugers- 
clorp  Police  Court  and  fined  20/.,  or  two  months'  hard 
labour. 


TRANSVAAL  PHARMACY  BOARD. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  at  Johannesburg  on 
April  14;  there  were  present  Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie  (Presi- 
dent), Dr.  Van  Niekerk,  Messrs.  B.  Owen  Jones,  R.  Butters, 
W.  T.  Skinn,  and  J.  R.  Jones. 

The  Sale  of  Opium. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Major  Bagot,  the 
general  manager  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines  Labour  Importa- 
tion Agency,  Ltd.  : 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  that  has  passed  on 

this  subject,  I  now  suggest  that  the  Government  should  be 

asked  to  bring  forward  an  amendment  of  the  existing  law 

on  the  following  lines  : 

(a)  That  the  penalty  provided  in  Section  56  of  the 
Medical,  Dental,  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance,  1904,  should  be 
made  more  severe,  and,  in  particular,  that  power  should  be 
given  to  the  Court  to  send  the  offender  to  prison  without  the 
option  of,  or  in  addition  to,  a  fine. 

(b)  That  Section  50  of  the  same  Ordinance  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  make  it  a  crime  for  an  unauthorised  person 
to  keep  any  poison  included  in  Part  1  of  the  third  schedule, 
unless  he  can  show  that  he  kept  it  for  his  own  consumption. 

(c)  That  a  provision  should  be  inserted  forbidding  any 
chemist  or  druggist  to  keep  more  than  a  certain  quantity 
of  opium  on  his  premises. 

(d)  That  the  Customs  Convention  should  be  amended  so 
as  to  place  a  very  heavy  duty  on  preparations  of  opium. 

The  Chamber  does  not  wish  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter 
at  present  without  the  co-operation  of  your  Board,  and  I 
should  therefore  be  obliged  if  you  would  bring  the  above 
suggestions  before  your  Board,  so  that  an  expression  of  their 
opinion  on  the  subject  may  be  obtained. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  the  fine  for  selling  opium  at 
present  was  201.,  and  for  second  or  subsequent  offences  the 
penalty  was  the  same.  Dr.  Van  Niekerk  remarked  that  it 
had  been  suggested  that  opium  should  be  removed  from 
Section  1,  and  put  into  a  special  section  dealing  with  opium 
alone.  The  Chairman  said  Section  (6)  of  the  proposed 
amendment  was  ridiculous.  If  it  became  law,  cyanide  could 
not  be  kept  on  the  mines.  Dr.  Van  Niekerk  said  that  it 
was  quite  plain  that  what  the  Agency  wished  was  to  control 
the  sale  of  opium.  They  had  nothing  to  do  with  other 
poisons.  The  Chairman  said  there  were  chemists  in  Johan- 
nesburg importing  opium  by  the  hundredweight,  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  sell  to  Chinamen.  Chemists  should  only 
be  allowed  to  sell  1  oz.  at  a  time,  and  enter  such  sale  in  their 
poisons-book,  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  buyer,  and 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  required.  Mr.  Butters  said  if  a 
chemist  made  a  mistake  and  sold  2  oz.  of  opium,  off  he  would 
go  to  the  Fort  if  the  new  regulations  were  adopted.  The 


Chairman  remarked  that  no  chemist  could  make  such  a 
mistake.  Any  chemist  or  any  chemist's  assistant  who  sold 
1  oz.  of  opium  knew  what  he  was  doing  very  well,  and  he 
could  not  make  a  mistake.  What  chemist  ever  sold  1  oz.  of 
opium  for  a  legitimate  purpose  ?  Mr.  B.  0.  Jones  said  they 
must  recognise  the  Chamber  of  Mines,  and  the  effect  the  sale 
of  opium  to  the  Chinese  would  have.  Several  members  re- 
marked that  opium  was  frequently  used  in  considerable 
quantities  for  veterinary  purposes. 

The  Chairman  :  All  the  horses  in  the  Transvaal  don't 
take  1  oz.  of  opium  a  month. 

Mr.  Skinn  remarked  that  the  Municipal  veterinary 
surgeon  had  sometimes  sent  for  a  pound  of  powdered  opium. 

The  Chairman  :  Not  one  of  you  ever  sold  1  oz.  of  opium 
in  your  lives  until  you  came  here  to  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  Jones  :  In  India  we  sold  500  cases  at  a  time. 

After  further  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  B.  O.  Jones  and 
Dr.  Van  Niekerk  expressed  their  intention  of  doing  every- 
thing possible  to  stop  illicit  opium-traffic,  it  was  decided  to 
appoint  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Van  Niekerk,  and  Mr.  Butters 
a  sub-committee  to  draw  up  a  set  of  regulations  for  the  sale 
of  opium,  and  to  report  to  the  next  meeting. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  manager  of  the  Nourse 
Deep,  Ltd.,  stating  that  a  Chinese  coolie  was  found  to  be  in 
possession  of  3^  oz.  of  block  opium,  and,  on  being  ques- 
tioned, pointed  out  the  place  where  he  obtained  the  opium. 
The  chemist  admitted  the  sale,  but  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
cover  himself  by  affixing  his  poison-label  to  the  parcel, 
which,  up  to  that  time,  had  borne  no  indication  that  the 
contents  were  of  a  dangerous  character.  This  was  done, 
and  the  parcel  then  bore  the  chemist's  poison-label,  and  was 
endorsed  "Opium."  A  long  discussion  followed,  in  which 
Dr.  Van  Niekerk  said  there  was  only  one  thing  to  do,  and 
that  was  to  hand  the  matter  over  to  the  police.  Eventually, 
however,  it  was  decided  to  wTarn  the  chemist,  but  it  was  also 
intimated  that  ' '  warnings  "  would  in  future  give  place  to 
police  proceedings. 

Chxorodyne. 

Several  communications  were  received  on  the  question  of 
chlorodyne-selling  by  persons  other  than  registered  chemists 
and  druggists,  and  it  was  decided  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
police. 

Cape  Diplomas. 
Four  applications  were  received  for  registration  from 
gentlemen  holding  Cape  diplomas.  The  Chairman  said  it 
would  be  better  at  once  to  tell  these  gentlemen  that  they 
could  not  admit  them  on  these  diplomas,  as  the  Cape 
standard  was  too  low.  They  must  go  in  for  the  Board's 
examination.  The  Cape  examination  was  a  farce  in  com- 
parison. Mr.  B.  Owen  Jones  said  that  would  be  a  very  high- 
handed action  to  take  with  men  who  had  been  qualified 
under  the  old  law,  and  who  had  been  running  businesses. 
This  view  seemed  generally  acceptable  to  members,  and  it 
was  decided  to  write  to  the  applicants  informing  them  that 
the  question  of  reciprocity  was  still  under  consideration. 

Chemist  Practitioners. 
Dr.  Van  Niekerk  brought  forward  a  communication  from 
the  Medical  Council  in  reference  to  certain  chemists 
in  the  country  who  practise  as  medical  practitioners.  He 
stated  that  some  were  known  to  use  stethoscopes,  and  even 
to  visit  patients.  It  was  decided  to  issue  a  circular  letter 
to  all  chemists  and  druggists,  acquainting  them  with  the 
complaint,  and  warning  them. 

Unregistered  Chemists. 
A  Report  was  sent  to  the  Board  that  many  pharmacies  in- 
the  Transvaal  did  not  disclose  the  name  of  the  qualified 
owner  or  manager,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  ask 
for  this  to  be  done. 

Examinations. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Jones,  it  was  decided  to  hold 
the  qualifying  examination  for  the  diploma  of  "  chemist  and' 
druggist "  at  the  Board's  rooms,  Von  Brandis  Street,  Johan- 
nesburg, during  the  last  week  in  May,  the  examiners  ap- 
pointed to  the  different  subjects  being  as  i^nows  :  Botany, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Jones ;  prescription-reading,  Dr.  Van  Niekerk ; 
dispensing,  Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie  :  pharmacy.  Mr.  B.  Owen- 
Jones  ;  chemistry,  Mr.  W.  T.  Skinn  ;  materia  medica.  Mr.  R. 
Butters.  The  remainder  of  the  business  was  discussed  ira 
committee. 
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Hustralastan  IRewe. 

Communicated  by  the  Australian  Staff  of  "  Tlie  Chemist 
and  Druggist." 

The  fullest  information  regarding-  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia,'1 a  journal  established  by  the  proprietors  of  this  journal, 
and  published  in  Melbourne,  Vic.  Copies  of  the  monthly  issue 
can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free,  from  the  office  of  "The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,"  4z  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied 
by  order  to  all  the  members  of  the  following,  among  other, 
societies: 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Canterbury  (N.Z.)  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 


Genera!. 

Reciprocity. — Every  State  entering  into  reciprocity 
thought  it  would  be  flooded  with  invaders  from  the  other 
States.  The  experience  of  the  two  years  in  which  reci- 
procity has  been  agreed  upon  is  that  eight  Victorians  have 
gone  to  other  States,  and  seven  from  other  States  have 
entered  Victoria.  New  South  Wales  has  gained  five  and 
lost  five;  South  Australia  has  gained  three  and  lost  two. 
This  does  not  look  as  if  reciprocity  meant  much  change  in 
the  position  in  any  State.  In  regard  to  reciprocity  with 
Great  Britain,  some  of  the  Boards  of  Pharmacy  are  again 
urging  on  the  parent  Society  the  necessity  of  some  amicable 
arrangement.    New  South  Wales  is  taking  the  lead. 

New  South  Wales. 

Optical  Examinations. — The  Australasian  Optical  As- 
sociation arranged  for  an  examination  to  take  place  in  April 
or  May,  entries  to  be  received  up  to  the  end  of  March. 
The  examination-papers  are  compiled  by  Mr.  Lionel 
Laurence,  of  London,  to  whom  the  answers  will  be  sent  for 
valuation.  Arrangements  were  made  so  that  candidates 
could  take  the  examination  locally  under  supervision. 

New  Zealand. 

The  Shops  Act. — On  March  4  a  deputation  of  Auckland 
shopkeepers  waited  on  the  Premier  with  reference  to  the 
Shops  and  Offices  Act.  The  speakers,  who  represented 
several  trades,  maintained  that  the  Act  as  passed  last  year 
had  done  them  injustice.  Mr.  Seddon.  in  replying,  said, 
pending  a  test  case  there  is  a  truce,  but  immediately  a 
decision  has  been  given  the  truce  must  end ;  he  added  that 
there  is  no  intention  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to 
the  fruit  and  other  peculiar  trades.  Chemists  claimed 
exemption  on  business  grounds,  and  they  have  the  right 
to  it,  but  if  they  think  that  Parliament  will  give  them 
power  to  sell  hair-brushes,  scent,  sponges,  etc.,  while  they 
are  open,  they  are  making  a  great  mistake.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  that  the  Premier's  constitutional  course  would 
be  to  close  the  shops  and  taen  take  a  test-case.  He  is 
now  simply  evading  the  law  he  rushed  through. 

Queensland. 

The  Dengue  Epidemic  has  caused  the  chemists  to  be  very 
busy ;  in  fact,  nothing  of  the  kind  has  ever  been  experienced 
before.  The  number  of  cases  up  to  now  is  put  down  as  not 
far  short  of  50,000  in  Brisbane  and  suburbs,  and  the  amount 
of  dispensing  has  been  enormous.  Some  of  the  records  of 
the  lodge  dispensaries  have  shown  not  only  the  amount  of 
sickness,  but  the  number  of  persons  who  belong  to  friendly 
societies.  Unfortunately  the  dengue  has  not  spared  the 
chemists,  and  many  of  them  have  been  laid  up,  making  it 
all  the  harder  for  those  who  had  to  cope  with  the  work. 

South  Australia. 

The  Exhibition. — Taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  contributed  to  the  prize  fund 
for  "chemical  and  medicinal  products  other  than  proprie- 
tary articles,"  Mr.  Young  prepared  an  exhibit.  The  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  P.  H.  Evans)  offered  another  case  if  needed. 
Mr.  Young  proposed  that  A.P.F.  preparations  should  be 


shown.  Messrs.  Hustler,  Dawson,  and  C.  F.  Williams  co- 
operated, and  the  Council  approved  of  the  idea,  and  unani- 
mously decided  to  let  the  committee  go  ahead,  and  to  take 
any  course  it  deemed  advisable  in  advertising  the  exhibit. 
With  this  warrant,  Messrs.  Dawson  and  Young  procured 
name-cards  and  others,  stating  the  object  of  the  exhibit, 
and  a  printed  card  was  issued  to  local  medical  men.  Two 
cards  are  inscribed,  "The  Exhibit  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  South  Australia  "  ;  a  third  invites  attention  to  the 
preparation  of  galenicals  by  local  talent ;  and  a  fourth  states 
that  the  exhibit  represents  the  bases  of  many  imported 
medicines  bearing  similar  names,  and  a  statement  that 
30,000/.  is  annually  paid  in  duty  alone  on  imported  medi- 
cines. Several  drug  and  sundries  houses  also  have  exhibits. 
Tasmania. 

Colour-photography. — Mr.  F.  Styant-Browne  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania),  who  has 
for  some  time  been  experimenting  with  a  view  of  producing 
colour-photographs,  has  succeeded  in  producing  a  photo- 
graph of  a  group  of  fruit,  the  colours  of  which  are  distinct 
and  true  to  nature.  The  print  is  untouched  in  any  way,  and  1 
is  stated  to  have  been  produced  entirely  by  photography. 

The  New  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Mr. 
F.  Styant-Brown)  was  born  and  served  his  apprenticeship 
in  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  so  is  a  fellow-citizen  of  Mr. 
H.  A.  Woolnough,  the  retiring  President  of  the.  Pharmacy 
Board  of  Victoria.  He  afterwards  spent  some  time  as 
assistant  at  Great  Yarmouth,  Ipswich,  Hastings,  and  Ply- 
mouth ;  passed  his  examination  in  London  in  December^ 
1879;  spent  two  years  in  the  West-end,  near  Hyde  Park, 
and  went  to  Australia  in  1882,  landing  in  Sydney.  Soon 
afterwards  he  joined  Mr.  H.  T.  Gould  at  the  Pharmacy, 
Hobart,  and  then  removed  to  Launceston  and  opened  a 
business  in  Brisbane  Street,  which  he  still  carries  on.  For 
ten  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  for  several  years  member  of  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  and  for  the  last  two  years  Vice-President. 
He  has  always  been  interested  in  botany  and  art,  and  has 
become  one  of  the  most  expert  amateur  photographers  in." 
the  Southern  Hemisphere. 

Victoria. 

P.A.T.A. — At    the    first    combined     Council-meeting  . 
(grocers  and  chemists)  of  the  Victorian  Proprietary  Articles- 
Trade  Association  several  new  lines  were  added  to  the  pro- 
tected list,  among  them  being   "Apenta,"   "  Laxatine," 
"  Manhu  "  diabetic  foods,  and  "  Vibrona." 

A  Resuscitated  Association. — It  has  been  decided  to 
revive  the  South  Surburban  Chemists'  Association  of  Mel- 
bourne, and  at  a  meeting  on  March  8  quite  a  variety  of  trade 
matters  were  taken  in  hand.  Dispensing-prices,  a  private 
mark,  prices  in  general,  and  early  closing  were  discussed, 
and  some  of  them  are  held  over  to  another  meeting. 

Sequelje  of  Influenza. — Mr.  S.  Plowman,  lecturer  on 
materia  medica  and  pharmacy  at  Melbourne,  about  nine 
months  ago  had  an  exceptionally  severe  attack  of  influenza, 
from  which  he  never  recovered  to  his  normal  health  and 
spirits.  On  April  3,  during  an  unusual  fit  of  depression, 
and  while  on  the  way  to  his  duties  at  Melbourne,  he 
opened  a  vein,  but  happily  the  fact  was  discovered  in 
time,  and  when  the  mail  left  he  was  recovering  steadily. 

Research  Prize. — Mr.  F.  S.  Grimwade's  prize  for 
chemical  research  at  the  Melbourne  University  is  ready  to 
be  "awarded"  and  "presented"  to  the  successful  candi- 
date. A  thousand  pounds  has  been  paid  over,  and  Mr. 
Grimwade  expresses  the  hope  that  it  will  be  "safely  in- 
vested." A  record  of  the  thanks  of  the  University  has  been 
placed  on  the  minutes.  The  competition  is  open  to  all 
students  of  the  University  of  Melbourne,  even  non-matricu- 
lated, who  have  within  two  years  of  the  competition  given 
not  less  than  six  months  in  one  of  the  laboratories  of  the 
University  to  the  investigation  of  any  subject  related  to 
some  branch  of  industrial  chemistry  and  approved  by  the 
Faculty  of  Science.  The  examiners  are  to  be  guided  in  their 
award  by  consideration  of — (1)  The  scientific  ability, 
originality,  and  chemical  knowledge  displayed  by  the  candi- 
dates;  (2)  the  importance  of  their  work  in  respect  to  its 
bearing  on  any  branch  of  industrial  chemistry,  such  as 
metallurgy,  pharmacy,  agriculture,  or  the  manufacture  of 
chemical  products. 
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Scientific  progress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


IMatrine. — The  roots  of  So'phord  angustifolia  are  used  in  China 
as  a  remedy  is  cases  of  tyhpoid  fever.  A  crystalline  compound 
has  been  isolated  from  them,  to  which  the  name  matrine  has 
been  given.  It  has  the  formula  GsIL.NaO,  and  has  a  very 
highly  toxic  action,  0.3  gram  per  kilo,  killing  dogs. 

New  Essential  Oils.— Schimmel  &  Co.  describe  the  follow- 
ing new  essential  oils  in  the  current  issue  of  their  "  Bericht." 
Oil  of  Inula  graveolens  is  a  greenish  fluorescent  oil  containing 
bornyl  acetate.  The  oil  from  the  leaves  of  Cupressus  Lam- 
bcrtiana  is  an  oil  of  melissa-like  odour,  and  contains  citro- 
nellal.  The  oil  of  Amomum  Mala  resembles  ordinary 
cardamom  oil  in  all  its  properties. 

Ibogaine  is  an  alkaloid  extracted  from  Tabernanthe  Iboga, 
one  of  the  Apocynaceos.  It  forms  colourless  crystals,  and 
according  to  Pouchet  and  Chevalier  ("Jour.  Pharm.  et 
Chimie,"  1905,  329)  has  a  powerful  toxic  effect  on  the  central 
nervous  system.  It  provokes  cerebral  excitement,  and  finally 
paralysis.  It  also  has  a  powerful  cardiac  effect.  It  has  been 
employed  in  small  doses  with  very  good  results  in  cases  of 
influenza  and  in  neurasthenia. 

The  Properties  of  Tantalum. — According  to  "Nature" 
(71,  1852),  metallic  tantalum  is  being  advantageously 
employed  as  a  filament  for  electric  lamps,  but  whether  the 
metal  can  be  obtained  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  available  for 
this  and  other  purposes  is  a  question  that  has  to  be  settled. 
Dr.  F.  Mollwo  Perkin  gives  some  notes  on  the  remarkable 
properties  of  the  metal,  the  chief  being  its  extreme  ductility, 
■combined  with  extraordinary  hardness.  Tantalum  is  so  hard 
that  it  was  found  impossible  by  means  of  a  diamond  drill  to 
bore  a  hole  through  a  sheet  1  mm.  thick.  The  drill,  rotating 
5,000  times  to  the  minute,  was  worked  day  and  night  for  three 
days,  and  at  the  end  of  the  time  had  only  made  a  depression 
0.25  mm.  deep,  while  the  diamond  of  the  drill  was  very  much 
worn.  This  property  may  lead  to  the  metal  being  used  for 
drills  in  place  of  diamond.  Electrical  and  chemical  methods 
have  been  devised  for  preparing  the  metal :  in  the  former  case 
tantalum  tetroxide  is  used,  and  in  the  latter  potassium  tan- 
talum fluoride. 


Copaiba  Oil. — The  following  figures  for  authenticdistillates 
of  several  varieties  of  copaiba  are  given  by  Schimmel  &  Co. : 


Para 

Bahia 

Angostura 

Sp.  gr  

Rotation  

Refractive  index 
Acid  value 

Ester  value   

0.9692 
-41°  20' 
1.51425 

57.68 
5.88 

0.9603 
+0°  18' 
1.51603 
56.00 
7.54  " 

0.9882 
+26°  15' 
1.51603 
88.88 
3.53 

The  essential  oils  distilled  from  these  balsams  had  the  follow- 
ing characters : 

Para 

Bahia 

Angostura 

Yield   

Sp  gr.  •  

Rotation  

Refractive  index 
Acid  value 

Ester  value   

62.5% 
0.918 
-78°  48' 
1.50096 
3.14 
0 

61.9% 
0.8982 
 go  37' 

1.49460 
7  87 
2.95 

52.3% 
0  9161 
-2°  20' 
1.50169 
10.89 
0 

Ultra-violet  Rays. — Dr.  Franz  Fischer  has  made  an  inter- 
esting communication  ("  Berichte,"  37,  946)  on  the  action  of 
ultra-violet  light  upon  glass.  Eight  different  glasses  were 
exposed  to  the  radiation  of  a  quartz-mercury  lamp,  and  it  was 
found  that  those  containing  manganese  became  decidedly 
violet  in  colour  within  twelve  hours.  Sir  William  Crookes 
recently  found  that  glass  exposed  to  sunlight  at  Uyuni 
(Bolivia)  about  4,000  metres  above  the  sea  became  gradually 
violet.  These  glasses  also  contained  manganese,  and  Sir 
William  suggested  that  the  mixture  of  ferric  and  manganous 
silicate  became  changed  under  the  influence  of  sunlight  into 
ferrous  and  manganic  silicate,  the  latter  being  of  a  violet 
colour.  This  explanation  Dr.  Fischer  thinks  may  hold,  for  the 
coloration  he  has  observed  as  the  radiation  of  the  quartz- 
mercury  lamp  is  rich  in  chemically  active  ultra-violet  light. 
Violet  coloration  of  the  glass  is  visible  when  Rontgen  tubes 
are  used,  this  being  due  to  the  action  of  the  ultra-violet  light 
in  the  interior  upon  the  glass  containing  manganese.  The 
violet  coloration  which  Sir  William  Ramsay  has  observed 
(C.  &  D.,  August  27,  1904,  p.  394)  in  soda  glass  when  exposed 
to  radium  may  also  be  connected  with  the  manganese  in  the 
glass  as  well  as  with  a  short  wave-length  radiation. 


flDecncal  (Bleaninos. 


Cyllin  Inhalant  in  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
Dr.  E.  Klein  communicates  to  the  "Lancet"  a  note  on 
the  treatment  of  the  purulent  contents  of  the  bronchial 
branches  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  cyllin  inhalant. 
The  pus  contains  staphylococcus  pyogenes  aurens  and 
streptococcus  pyogenes.  Two  agar  plates  were  infected 
with,  the  pus,  one  of  them  being  treated  in  a  Bulloch 
chamber  with  cyllin  inhalant  for  ten  minutes,  both  being 
incubated  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  The  plate  which  had 
been  treated  with  cyllin  inhalant  showed  no  growth  what- 
ever, and  this  interesting  result,  Dr.  Klein  says,  suggests 
the  use  of  this  new  inhalant  in  combating  the  symbiotic 
action  of  the  pus  microbe  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Treatment  of  Pneumonia. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Robson,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  of  Leeds,  communi- 
cates a  note  to  the  "  British  Medical  Journal  "  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  of  pneumonia  with  iron  acetate.    The  pre- 
scriptions which  he  uses  are  as  follows  : 

Liquor,  ferri  perchlor.   ...       ...  mxv. 

Liquor,  amnion,  acetat.   j . 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad    3ss. 

Adult  dose :  Take  every  four  hours  in  water  when  given 
alone ;  take  every  six  hours  alternately  with  the  strychnine 
mist,  when  this  latter  is  needed.  (It  is  administered  every 
six  hours  until  the  patient  is  well  over  the  crisis ;  then  it  is 
given  every  eight  hours,  and  later  every  twelve  hours  alter- 
nately with  the  strychnine.) 

Liquor,  strychninse    xt\y. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad    Jss. 

Take  every  six  hours  in  water  alternately  with  the  mist, 
ferri. 

Pine  oil,  for  dry  inhalation  on  a  clean  handkerchief. 
This  treatment  appears  to  be  particularly  useful  in  certain 
conditions  which  are  detailed  in  the  note. 

Arthritic  Pharyngitis. 
In  the  acute  stage  M.  Heckel  ("  Medical  Press  ")  advises 
rest  in  bed,  sudation,  and  hot  drinks.    The  local  treatment 
consists  in  the  employment  of  the  following  ointment,  passed 
into  both  nostrils  morning  and  evening  : 

Mentholis     ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  vj. 

Acid,  borici  gr.  xv. 

Vaselini   jj. 

Ft.  ung. 

For  inhalation  use  the  following  : 
Balsam,  peruvian. 

Spirit,  tenuioris    partes  sequales. 

Misce. 

A  few  drops  in  half  a  glass  of  boiling  water  to  be  inhaled  for 
five  minutes  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

In  the  chronic  form  sulphurous  or  arsenical  waters  should 
be  used  both  internally  and  externally  in  the  form  of  a 
spray.  Of  these  waters  Saint  Honore  or  Challes  are  the 
best  of  the  sulphurous  variety,  while  Mont-Deve  or  Bour- 
boule  are  the  best  arsenical  waters.  In  some  cases  they  may 
be  taken  alternately — three  weeks  sulphur  and  three  weeks 
arsenic.  In  the  atrophic  forms  the  following  application  is 
recommended  : 

Iodi   gr.  xv. 

Pot.  iodidi   33. 

Aquse   ...  Jiss- 

M.    Ft.  applic. 

The  pills  used  by  Sir  Morell  Mackenzie  are  also  of  service. 
They  consist  of — 

Potass,  chlorat  gr.  iij. 

Ext.  eucalypti    gr.  j. 

Pulv.  cubebae    gr.  ss. 

M.    Ft.  pil. 
Two  or  three  before  speaking  or  singing. 


Indian  Quinine. — The  authorities  of  the  Bengal  Govern- 
ment cinchona-plantation  at  Darjeeling  have  revised  their 
prices  for  sulphate  of  quinine  and  sulphate  of  cinchonidine. 
They  are  also  arranging  to  manufacture  more  quinine  and 
to  increase  the  quantity  in  pice  packets  from  5  to  7  grains, 
at  the  same  time  increasing  the  number  of  distributing- 
centres. 


